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THE NATIONAL CONCERT HALL I f 
AN CEOLARAS NAISIÚNTA 

Eugene Ó Cruadhlaoich 

Cléireach don Choiste 

Joint Committee on Regional Development, Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht 

32ú Dáil Élreann / 25ú Seanad Éireann 

September 15th 2016 

Dear Mr. Õ Cruadhlaoich, 

On behalf of the Chair Designate Ms. Maura McGrath I wish to acknowledge receipt of your 

letter of September 12th and to confirm her acceptance of the invitation for her to address 

the Joint Committee on Regional Development. Rural Affairs, Arts and the Gaeltacht on 

28 September 2016 at 2.15 p.m. in Committee Room 1 in the Houses of the Oireachtas. 

I note the requirement to furnish you with her opening statement by September 2S't and 

this will be forwarded to you accordingly by that date. I also acknowledge with thanks 

receipt of the witness protocols and fact sheet. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: 	Simon Taylor <Simon.Taylor@nch.ie> 
To: 	 "'Eugene OCruadhlaoich'" <eugene.ocruadhlaoich@oireachtas.ie>, 
Cc: 	 Peadar Toibin <Peadar.Toibin@oireachtas.ie>, Maura McGrath <Maura.McGrath@nch.ie> 
Date: 	 21/09/2016 17:36 
Subject: 	National Concert Hall opening Statement 

Dear Mr. Ó Cruadlaoich, 

In connection with her appearance before the joint committee next week, please see the attached opening 

statement from Chairperson Designate Maura McGrath. 

Your sincerely, 

Simon Taylor 

Chief Executive 

National Concert Hall 

Earlsfort Terrace | Dublin 2 | Ireland 
Tel: +353 1 417 0050 

Simon.taylor@nch.ie   



Oireachtas Joint Committee on Regional Development, Rural Affairs, Arts and the 

Gaeltacht 

Opening statement by Maura McGrath, Chairperson designate, National Concert 

Hall 

21 September 2016 

A Chairde, 

I was honoured to be nominated by Minister Heather Humphreys as Chair Designate of the newly 

appointed Board of the National Concert Hall following its establishment as a Statutory Body in 

February this year. Thank you for this opportunity for me to outline our vision, aspirations and 

plans for the future of this wonderful national cultural institution. 

My motivation for seeking an appointment to the Board of the National Concert Hall stems from a 

deeply held belief in the importance of music in all our lives and throughout all our life stages. 

My board governance experience across public, private & not-for-profit sectors will be pivotal in 

leading the collaboration between the Board and its senior management in achieving further 

successes and developments over the next five years. Having served on the outgoing Board for its 

final 18 months and its crucial transition to a statutory body I gained an insightful perspective on 

the challenges ahead. In addition I chaired a Board Governance & HRM Committee and was a 

member of the Audit & Finance Committee. 

This paper sets out my ambitions to deliver on the promise of the National Institutions (National 

Concert Hall) Act 2015” for ’the national venue for the performance, appreciation and enjoyment 

of musical, creative, artistic and cultural activities “ 

Background 

The National Concert Hall is a venue treasured by audiences and artists alike. Since it opened in 

1981 it has presented many of the world’s greatest performers and a vast range of Irish musical 



talent. It enjoys a unique place in Ireland’s musical and cultural life and has a significant 

international reputation. 

In its role as a national cultural institution NCH strives to bring music in all its many and varied 

forms into the lives of the public it exists to serve. The Hall’s output ranges across all musical 

genres and includes an extensive education and outreach programme. This year, it has also made 

a major contribution to the 1916 centenary programme through a series of landmark cultural 

projects. 

The National Concert Hall’s current turnover is in excess of €7 million, with an audience of over 

320,000 annually. 70% of its funding derives from its own activities with 30% coming through 

grant-in-aid. This funding model has allowed the Hall to stay vibrant and successful through the 

grip of recession, though not without significant fiscal and resource challenges. In looking at our 

future plans, we will strive to underwrite the long-term sustainability of our National Concert Hall 

through a similar funding model whilst delivering on our artistic vision, our mission and values. 

National Cultural Institutions (National Concert Hall) Act 2015 

The unique and vital place of the National Concert Hall in our national cultural landscape was 

underpinned last year by legislation establishing the National Concert Hall on a statutory footing. A 

new Board was appointed by Minister Humphreys in June. 

This legislation secures the future of the National Concert Hall and sets out an inspiring and 

ambitious remit for the future, in accordance with our own vision: to be seen worldwide as one of 

the great venues for music whilst playing a pivotal role in the musical and cultural life of Irish 

people. 

As custodians of our national musical heritage, embracing traditional music as well as classical 

composers, popular songwriters as well as contemporary artists, we celebrate and support music 

and musicians of all genres, offering enriching and creative experiences to our audiences and 

championing life-long musical engagement. 

Future plans 

The National Concert Hall hosts over 1000 events every year, including some 320 in the main 

auditorium. There is an urgent need to refurbish the venue and bring its facilities up to 

international standards whilst also addressing long-standing facilities issues. The development of 



the National Concert Hall to its full potential as the national venue for music will therefore be at 

the top of my agenda as Chairperson over the next five years. 

Home to the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra since it opened, in recent years we have enabled 

residency space for other organisations, ensembles, musicians and composers, making ever more 

tangible the National Concert Hall’s role as a centre of musical life in Ireland. We see the entire 

National Concert Hall campus developing as the home of all music related bodies, taking full 

advantage of the potential of the site and its location and delivering maximum value for the public 

money invested. 

This redevelopment programme commenced earlier this year with the restoration of the historic 

Kevin Barry Rooms, setting for the meeting of the second Dáil Éireann and the Treaty debates of 

1921/22. We are currently working with the OPW to develop a master-plan for the site, in line 

with our Strategy 2015-2020, including the refurbishment and upgrading of our 1200 seat 

auditorium; adding a second 500 seat auditorium; providing a dedicated education centre and a 

rehearsal space for the RTÉ NSO; improving public and back-stage facilities and installing the 

necessary infrastructure for digital distribution of our concert and education work to a wider 

public nationally. 

All this will take major capital investment. As a national cultural institution it is appropriate that 

we should look to our major stakeholder, the State, to support us in this endeavour but we will 

also enlist the backing of our wide range of corporate and private supporters. 

Our plans will present many operational challenges, not least an inevitable period of closure whilst 

major building work is undertaken. But this also offers many opportunities to broaden our 

footprint and bring our work to new places and in new ways. 

The National Concert Hall enjoys an extraordinary level of public endorsement and support. The 

passage of the recent legislation through the Oireachtas also demonstrated the level of good-will 

and cross-party support that exists within the two houses for the future of the National Concert 

Hall, for which we are enormously grateful. 

The ambition of the new Board and myself as Chairperson is to see the full potential of the 

National Concert Hall brought to fruition. Over the next five years we look forward to working with 

the Chief Executive and his management team to deliver a National Concert Hall of which we can 

all be proud. 
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