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Opening remarks 

• I am very pleased to have this opportunity to address the 

Committee in relation to the Performance Expenditure and 

Targets of my Department during the first half of 2016. 

® A gross provision of over €382 million is available to my 

Department in 2016. In addition, a further €6.158m in funding 

was carried over from the 2015 capital provision. 

• Gross total expenditure incurred by my Department in the period 

to 30 June 2016 was just under €146 million - this expenditure 

represents 38% of the overall 2016 gross allocation for my 

Department. 

® The capital carryover provision of €6.158 million was also 

expended in full. 

® Total gross expenditure by my Department up to and including 31 

August 2016 this had increased to €195.8 million, which 

represents 51% of the overall 2016 allocation. 
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® As you are aware, 2016 has been a very significant year for my 

Department. In addition to an expansion of the Department's 

remit to include responsibility for Regional Development and Rural 

Affairs which is a key priority under the Programme for a 

Partnership Government, 2016 has also been the centenary of the 

Easter 1916 Rising, providing us with the opportunity to 

remember and reflect on this pivotal event in our history. 

® There were highlights from other programme areas too of course 

and my colleagues, Ministers of State Sean Kyne TD and Michael 

Ring TD, and I will speak briefly about them on a programme by 

programme area. We will commence with the Arts, Culture and 

Film programme, and are happy to expand later on any matter 

that Members may wish to raise. 
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Programme A: Arts, Culture and Film 

• Over €188m is provided in 2016 for Arts, Culture and Film, with a 

further €6.158m provided by way of capital carryover. 

• Total gross expenditure for Programme A up to the 30 June 2016 

was €82.362m, 46% of the 2016 programme allocation. The 

capital carryover provision of €6.158m was also expended in full. 

• By 31 August 2016, this had increased to €106.92 million, or 59% 

of the 2016 programme allocation. 

• Due to the scale and complexity of once-off aspects of both the 

capital and current programmes, some adjustments have been 

made to allocations within this programme. For example, savings 

have arisen in Subhead A.15 Decade of Centenaries 1912-1922 

due to a combination of outside factors and also in Subhead A16 

Cork Event Centre which has not progressed as promptly as 

anticipated. Sanction has been received from the Department of 

Public Expenditure and Reform to use these savings to address 

emerging pressures in other programme areas. 
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• I have already mentioned the Ireland 2016 commemorative 

programme but I would like to address this initiative in a little 

more detail. 

• There was an extensive education programme delivered across all 

levels; the Permanent Reminders component saw a number of 

significant capital projects being completed; an extensive 

programme of state ceremonial and public events and a 

community strand delivered in conjunction with local authorities. 

• The National Flag initiative saw the delivery of flags and copies of 

the proclamation by the Defence Forces to over 3,300 national 

schools across the country. 

• The "Permanent Reminders" component of the programme saw 

works completed at the GPO Witness History Centre, Richmond 

Barracks, the Kevin Barry Rooms at the NCH and the Athenaeum 

in Enniscorthy. Work is also nearing completion at the Tenement 

Museum in Henrietta Street and Teach an Phiarsaigh in Ros Muc, 

Co. Galway. 
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• The series of major public events, including the state ceremonial 

events proved to be a particular highlight, with an unprecedented 

level of public awareness and engagement. 

• Some 750,000 people attended the "Reflecting the Rising" Event 

on Easter Monday following on from the official commemoration 

at the GPO on Easter Sunday enjoyed by 4,500 invited guests and 

300,000 members of the general public who lined the streets on 

the day. 

* Another very important element of the 2016 commemorations 

have been the numerous events to mark the Battle of the Somme. 

I travelled to France on July 1st to participate in the major 

ceremony at Ginchy, followed by a wreath laying and ceremony at 

the Ulster tower. Earlier this month I returned to Guillemont to 

remember the 1,200 members of the 16th Irish Division who lost 

their lives there in September 1916. These events complemented 

the Irish Government's Somme commemorative event, which was 

held in Islandbridge 

• Other ambitious capital projects under this programme area also 

progressed significantly in 2016 — the Master Development Plan at 

the NGI is entering its final phase, the design phase of the 
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proposed major capital investment at the NLI is progressing as is 

the new Cultural and Heritage Centre at Bank of Ireland, College 

Green. 

® A new 6 year €18m capital investment scheme focused on 

enhancing the existing stock of arts and cultural centres 

throughout the country was launched in July 2016 — some 100 

applications have been received to date under this Scheme. 

® Over 1.8 million people visited out National Cultural Institutions in 

the first half of 2016 — if these numbers are maintained for the 

second half of 2016, it would represent an increase of 3% on the 

very impressive 2015 figure of 3.5 million. 

® I am happy to expand on any issues Members would like to raise 

in respect of this programme area before proceeding. 
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Programme B: Heritage 

• Both Minister of State Ring and I will make some introductory 

remarks on the Heritage programme. Funding of some €44m has 

been made available for my Department's Heritage Programme. 

This includes €35.4m allocated for current expenditure with a 

further €8.6m in capital funding. 

® Total gross expenditure for Programme B up to the 30 June 2016 

was €5.086m, 23% of the 2016 programme allocation. 

• By 31 August 2016, this had increased to €8.479 million, or 38% of 

the 2016 programme allocation. 

• In addition, approval has been received from the Department of 

Public Expenditure and Reform to apply capital savings of €6m to 

Subhead B5 Natural Heritage (National Parks and Wildlife Service). 

This additional funding is being used in part to meet the costs 

arising in 2016 of Government agreed compensation for turf 

cutters affected by measures implemented to support compliance 

with the EU Habitats Directive and as well as to provide for 

essential repair works required on foot of the considerable 

damage caused by the severe flooding of last winter at a range of 

locations 
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4 Minister of State Ring will expand on the positive developments in 

our National Parks in 2016. 
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Programme C: Irish Language Gaeltacht and the Islands 

My colleague, Minister of State Sean Kyne TD, will speak about the 

relevant aspects of the Gaeltacht, Irish Language and Islands estimate. 
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Programme D: North-South Co-operation 

• Turning now to North-South Co-Operation, a provision of more 

than €37.7m is made available in 2016 to support the two North-

South implementation bodies, An Foras Teanga (comprising Foras 

na Gaeilge and the Ulster-Scots Agency) and Waterways Ireland. 

• These are also subject to the approval of the North/South 

Ministerial Council. 

• Total gross expenditure for Programme D up to the 30 June 2016 

was €16.047m, 45% of the 2016 programme allocation. 

• By 31 August 2016, this had increased to €23.45 million, or 65% of 

the 2016 programme allocation. 

• Approval has been received from the Department of Public 

Expenditure and Reform to apply capital savings of €3m to provide 

for essential repair works at a range of locations on foot of 

considerable damage to canals and waterways infrastructure as a 

consequence of the severe flooding events of last winter. 
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Programme E: Regional Development and Rural Affairs 

• As the Committee is aware, rural development is a key priority in 

the Programme for a Partnership Government. There are over 80 

commitments in the Programme for Government, for delivery 

across a range of Departments and agencies, which will have a 

positive impact on rural Ireland. 

• My Department has been tasked with providing greater 

coordination and prioritisation of the work across Government in 

areas that impact on rural Ireland. 

• My Department is also directly responsible for the delivery of a 

number of programmes and initiatives to support rural 

development. In this context, my Department's Vote includes 

€61.2 million under Programme E, for Regional Development and 

Rural Affairs. €58.2 million, or 95% of the total, relates to direct 

programme expenditure, with the balance covering pay and non-

pay administration costs. Total gross expenditure for Programme 

E up to the 30 June 2016 was €8.694m, 15% of the 2016 

programme allocation. 
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i By 31 August 2016, this had increased to €10.71 million, or 18.5% 

of the 2016 programme allocation. 

® Since I last met with the Committee on the 2016 Estimates, I have 

established a new Division for Regional and Rural Affairs in my 

Department and I have announced a number of initiatives which 

were committed to in the Programme for a Partnership 

Government, to support rural development. These include: 

o the launch of the 2014-2020 LEADER programme which has 

a budgetary allocation of €250 million over the lifetime of 

the programme, 

o the launch of the Town and Village Renewal Scheme, with 

funding of €10 million for 2016, 

o the launch of a new round of the REDZ (Rural Economic 

Development Zone) initiative, with €5 million available for 

the scheme this year, 

o a new round of Rural Recreation project funding, with total 

approvals of €4.5 million to 75 projects across the country, 

o the establishment of a National Taskforce to identify 
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practical measures which can be taken in the short-term to 

improve access to broadband and mobile phone reception 

in rural areas, 

o My Department and I are working very closely with Local 

Authorities to prepare for the roll-out of broadband under 

the National Broadband Plan once contracts are awarded in 

2017. 

While these initiatives will individually make a contribution to 

rural development, it is their combined impact, along with other 

initiatives across Government, which will make a real and 

sustainable difference to rural Ireland. 

® To ensure a more integrated approach to rural development 

across Government, my Department has commenced work on 

preparing an Action Plan for Rural Development. The Action Plan 

will act as an overarching structure for the co-ordination and 

implementation of initiatives across Government to support 

economic and social progress in rural Ireland. I have arranged an 

information session on the Action Plan for members of the 

Oireachtas here in Leinster House tomorrow morning at 9am. 

ENDS 
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