
Overview 

This submission is made on behalf of Arts and Cultural organisations and individuals 

that form part of the  National Campaign for the Arts (NCFA), a national membership 

organisation which articulates, champions and strengthens the role of the Arts and 

Culture in society and its contribution to the national economy. 

The Arts are at the heart of communities and act as an engine for wellbeing and 

cohesion as well as a catalyst for economic growth. 

Innovators and entrepreneurs are attracted to creative, cultural, beautiful places. 

The future of the Irish economy relies on the country being seen as  a centre for 

creativity  as well as a culture driven by ideas. 

We believe a wholesome investment in this, our most natural of resources would 

pay dividends for the public well-being and the public purse. 

Whilst we understand that the Government has many and various demanding 

priorities, we strongly believe that the continued cuts to Arts and Culture have been 

deeply counter-productive over the past number of years. We demand decency, 

fairness and cross-cutting departmental policies to address issues of working and 

living conditions of artists. 

Investment in the Arts sector provides leverage to attract philanthropy and develop 

income from other sources while providing the stability necessary to innovate and 

take risks while stimulating local growth in the process. 

The NCFA 

The NCFA represents the interests of 84 resource organisations as well as thousands 

of individual artists and members of the public. Member organisations span the 

entire country and all disciplines in the arts. They include the theatre, film, dance 

and visual arts companies, and festivals that create the work that reaches our 

diaspora around the world. 

The NCFA develops policies and implementation strategies through our network of 

constituency groups around the country and we invite all members of this 

Oireachtas committee and other elected representatives to use the resource this 



national network provides to the fullest when developing cultural policy at a national 

and regional level. 

Objectives 

If our government truly values our Culture, our Arts and our Artists then their course 

of action is straightforward. The NCFA advocates a set of core objectives which 

centre on: 

• Getting Ireland off the bottom  of the European league table for public 

investment in the Arts and Culture. At just 0.11% of GDP Ireland is at the 

bottom compared to an average of 0.6%; 

• Committing to an investment 0.3% of GDP over the lifetime of this 

government, taking us halfway to the European average; 

• Improving the working and living conditions for Irish artists by developing an 

Artist's Charter addressing taxation and social protection; 

• Putting the Arts at the heart of education, public policy and economic 

thinking; 

• Shifting government education investment policy from a  STEM  (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, Maths)  to STEAM  focus. STEM + Art = 

STEAM. 

Culture 2025 

The draft national framework policy, Culture 2025, offers a moment of major 

potential to build a true republic of culture for all the citizens of Ireland a century 

after the Proclamation. 

We share the Government's view that the draft document represents the "beginning 

of a process", and look forward to making a full contribution to both the finalisation 

of the draft framework policy and the development of the implementation plan, 

engaging actively with this Joint Committee, with the Minister, Government and  all 

members of the Oireachtas. 

Even as a high-level framework, the draft policy document seems brief, with further 

development needed in a number of areas. A significant omission which concerns us 

is any reference to the important principle of operational autonomy, also known as 

the "arm's length" governance principle, particularly in the relationship of 

Government to the relevant State Agencies and National Cultural Institutions. 

We are also concerned that the proposed priority action to "carry out a critical 

analysis of direct and indirect supports that are funding arts and cultural activity" 

seems to imply a major review of the Arts Council, the Arts Act, the Film Board and 

the Heritage Council among other funding agencies. We do not detect any desire 

among the broader arts community to reopen or unravel the basic structures for arts 

and cultural funding which have been painstakingly put in place, and believe that a 

wide Departmental review of this kind would risk diverting much time, energy and 



focus away from the urgent task of policy development, resourcing and 

implementation. 

There are very few references in the draft to the artist, whose creative role is central 

to any cultural policy; equally, the document should recognise that cultural heritage 

is contemporary as well as traditional. 

We welcome in particular the priority action to explore multi-annual funding 

arrangements, which would represent a crucial step forward in enabling more 

effective planning and delivery of high-quality cultural activity throughout the 

country. 

We suggest the draft should flag more realistically the scale of the challenges 

involved in progressing policy areas, which have been problematic, or 

underdeveloped, for example Irish language policy, and arts in education. In the 

latter respect, reference should he made to the goal of moving from STEM to STEAM 

(adding Arts to Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). 

To make this new national cultural policy effective, the development of an 

implementation plan with specific and measurable actions and targets is clearly vital. 

Once the draft framework policy is finalised, we welcome the Government's 

commitment to move quickly to develop that plan in partnership with all the 

stakeholders, including the Joint Committee. 

On behalf of the Irish arts community, the HCFA is determined to help achieve a new 

cross-party consensus on a ten-year vision for culture at the heart of Irish life and 

society. 
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