
Dear Mr Naughton, 
 
My name is Martin McMahon, Chair of  the ICMSA in Co Clare and previously the National Beef Chair in 
ICMSA. I was also on the Meet and Livestock Board of An Bord Bia. 
 
I became aware that you have asked farmers and farm representatives to respond to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine invitation for written submissions on the future of the beef 
sector. I have set out below my thoughts on the future of the beef sector. 
 

 I think it is important to firstly compare beef prices in the 1990s to current prices. According to the 
Central Statistics Office, in 1991 a bullock weighing 300kg was worth £506.00 (€642.00). In 2019, the 
average bullock weighing 300kg will make €840.00. Given the huge increases in the cost to produce a 
bullock, from cattle feed, fertilsers, machinery etc, together with the increased cost of living, the cost 
to the farmer to produce a bullock compared to the price he receives for his produce is well below 
market value and not sustainable. 

 In 2019, Brexit has caused huge uncertainty among farmers. The loss of the live exports of weanlings 
to Turkey is a huge loss. As a result, beef farmers are down at least €200.00 a head per animal 
compared to last years prices, which were already far to low. The prices are driving farmers out of 
business and farmers are not in a position to make ends meet.   

 Farmers cannot sustain these losses going forward, as we were already struggling to make a living 
from the poor prices from last year. The beef industry is on the brink of collapse.  

 There a huge numbers of suckler cows being culled and brought to the mart without being replaced. 
This means that the quality weanlings being produced in the west of Ireland will no longer be available 
for beef finishers in the Midlands and East of the country and also for live export.  

 At present, there is a monopoly within the meat processing industry which results in farmers being 
forced to sell there cattle well under market value for their produce.  

 An Bord Bia have offices all over Europe which invest significant figures promoting Irish produced 
beef. However, very little is invested in promoting the live experts of cattle.  

What can you do to help bring the beef industry back from the brink of collapse. 

 There is a monopoly within the beef producing industry and therefore there is no competition for the 
cost per kg per animal. In order to making beef farming viable, the beef producing industry needs to 
open up to allow other producers to offer better prices for cattle. In addition to this, the export of live 
cattle also helps maintain competition of cattle prices within Ireland.  

 The Government needs to encourage other meet producing companies to create competition within 
the meat market to help to raise the price of cattle. 

 As the live expert of cattle from Ireland is vital, the Government also needs to secure viable live export 
markets to ensure competition within the beef industry. 

As you know, farmers are loosing income fast. The meat industry is driving farmers to bankruptcy. Significant 
and meaningful action needs to be taken immediately to help farmers. This will have a huge knock on effect 
on rural Ireland and the many secondary businesses who make their livelihoods from the agri sector.  
 
Should you wish to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact me on  
 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Martin McMahon 
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