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On Beef Production: 

 

Regarding the production of Irish beef the Irish Family-Farm Rights Group (IFRG) is 

calling for a back-stop to the collapse of the suckler-beef farming sector by 

immediately introducing a €300 suckler cow rescue scheme. Such a scheme can be 

more formally structured as part of a fairer CAP post 2020 with the support being 

targetted towards the small to medium sized herd through the mechanism of a 100% 

co-funded environmental scheme to the value of the old REPS. Applicants to the 

Scheme would qualify on their climate change, biodiversity and animal welfare 

credentials and on their non-intensive production methods. 

On Marketing: 

Producer-Marketer Groups should be set up to represent their farmer members' 

interests, not only by collectively negotiating contract-slaughter or farm-gate pricing 

with meat processing factories or with live-exporters but by collectively negotiating 

contract-slaughter or farm-gate pricing through involving themselves in the own-

branding and marketing of their members' produce to targeted niche and premium 

markets. Local-level producer-marketer groups should be set up to serve local-level 

catchment areas, each with their own unique selling points and branding, which could 

in turn avail of the marketing and sales functions of a national level umbrella agency. 

Work in Progress: 

The Irish Family-Farm Rights Group's (IFRG) work is ongoing with respect to 

putting in place a €300 Suckler Cow Scheme and with respect to setting up Beef 

Producer-Marketer Groups. The Group is currently holding a series of public 

consultation meetings with farmers throughout the country and is engaged in 

constructive consultation with the Department of Agriculture. Detail on progress will 

be announced in due course. 
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