
From: Denis Naughten  

Sent: 15 March 2019 16:04 
To: Agriculture Food and the Marine 

Subject: SUBMISSION TO AGRICULTURE COMMITTEEE 

 

Chairperson, 

I am writing to you further to your committee’s request for submissions regarding the review of the beef 

aspect of Foodwise 2025. I believe it is important that this review recognises the need to provide long term 

supports to develop a viable Suckler sector, in the context of changing environmental standards 

incorporating climate action across the agrifood sector. 

Unless we ring-fence support for the Suckler sector as distinct from the beef sector as a whole, including a 

realistic Pillar II payment for the Suckler cow, then I believe we will undermine the whole basis for our 

beef sector which will become but a byproduct of the dairy industry. 

With that in mind it is imperative that we design a sector specific environmental scheme which puts 

profitability and sustainability of the Suckler industry at its core. This should involve a number of aspects 

around better resource management and cost reduction of farm inputs that build on the success of the 

Smart Farming initiative. See more at https://smartfarming.ie/ 

We also need to differentiate the significantly lower carbon impact of our beef in a manner that ensures it 

is regarded as the preferential consumer choice in the EU when compared with imported beef products 

from third countries such as the United States or various South American countries. It is important that we 

point out to consumers that 70% of the deforestation of the Amazon is to provide land for cattle ranches. 

Some 11% of the greenhouse gas emissions involved in food production is directly linked to food 

transportation. 

Action must be taken to secure EU Protected Geographical Indication (PGI) status for Irish Suckler Beef 

and in tandem with that develop a new marketing brand, along the lines of the ‘Kerrygold’ brand, to sell 

this unique product into premium markets. PGI status must be sought for certified grass-fed, extensively 

reared Suckler beef and not for beef production as a whole.  

Finally, investment must be put into reducing the carbon impact of beef production in a manner that leads 

to a sustainable sector for Irish farmers, but also clearly provides robust data to support the case that Irish 

Beef production is far more environmentally sustainable than other beef producers. 

I’m happy to elaborate in more detail on this with members of the committee or the committee as a whole. 

Yours sincerely 

Denis Naughten TD 
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