
JOINT COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND THE MARINE 

Call for Submissions 
The Future of the Beef Sector 

The Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine is currently considering the future 
of the beef sector in the context of Food Wise 2025.  

In a recent engagement with the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM), 
the Committee heard that, in 2018: 

 €13.6 bn was the value of total Irish agri-food exports of which  

 €2.4 bn comprised Irish beef exports of which  

 €1.2 bn or 50% comprised Irish beef exports to the United Kingdom. 

Clearly, Brexit poses a challenge to the beef sector. Additionally, Climate Action and CAP 
reform bring a renewed focus to sustainability issues. 

Accordingly, the Committee wishes to invite written submissions on the future of the beef 
sector from stakeholders and interested parties, as well as offer the opportunity to appear 
before the Committee to discuss the submission and relevant issues. The objective of the 
Committee’s consideration of this topic is to identify the policy adjustments, if any, which 
are required to ensure that the beef sector continues to play a key role in the export-led 
growth of the overall Agri-food industry. 

Food Wise 2025 

In particular, the Committee is interested in exploring the following statement: 

Food Wise 2025 identifies significant growth opportunities across all subsectors of the 
Irish agri-food industry. Cumulatively, it projects exports have the potential to grow to 
€19bn per annum in value by 2025, a figure that would represent an 85% increase from 
the current three-year average. This export growth will be driven chiefly by expansion in 
dairy, beef, seafood and consumer food and drinks exports.” (Food Wise 2025, p. 3) 

As a means of exploring this ambition, the Committee is focussing on the SWOT (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis undertaken by DAFM in relation to the 
beef sector as part of Food Wise 2025. This SWOT analysis can be accessed here (on pages 
71-74).  

On this basis, and in specific reference to the SWOT analysis, submissions should provide 
detail in relation to some/all of the following: 

 The extent to which the analysis undertaken in 2015 needs to be revisited in light of 
emerging challenges in 2019 and anticipated challenges in the future. 

 The measures that are/should be in place to support the strengths of the beef 
sector. 

 The remedies that are/should be in place to address the weaknesses of the beef 
sector. 

 The strategies that are/should be in place to exploit the opportunities associated 
with the beef sector. 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/foodindustrydevelopmenttrademarkets/agri-foodandtheeconomy/foodwise2025/report/FoodWise2025.pdf


 The measures that are/should be in place to ensure that the threats associated with 
the beef sector are mitigated. 

The Committee also notes the five cross-cutting themes of Food Wise 2025, namely: 

 Market Development; 

 Environmental Sustainability; 

 Competitiveness; 

 Human Capital; and 

 Innovation. 

Those making submissions may wish to make recommendations for the beef sector in the 
context of these cross-cutting themes.  

Those making submissions may also wish to consider the Joint Committee’s engagement 
with Officials from DAFM on this topic on Tuesday, 19 February 2019. This debate can be 
accessed here. 

The Committee will consider any written submissions received and may decide to invite a 
number of contributors to public hearings should it feel that this is necessary. 

Please note that recording of all submissions / communications as part of this invitation for 
submissions will be undertaken by the Clerk to the Committee and the Committee’s 
Secretariat, and therefore submissions should not be sent to individual members of the 
Committee. If you wish to make a written submission, please do so, preferably by electronic 
means to the Clerk to the Committee at the following e-mail address only: 
afm@oireachtas.ie  

As a general guideline, submissions should consist of a separate document accompanied by 
a covering letter. Submissions should be presented as concisely as possible addressing each 
of the specified issues above. The covering letter should contain your name and contact 
details (phone number and postal address and, if available, an email address).  

As already indicated, submissions should, where possible, be made by electronic means; it is 
not necessary to also forward a hard copy of your submission. 

The closing date for receipt of submissions is 21 March 2019 at 5.00 pm, with public 
hearings expected to take place in March/April 2019. 

Making a submission is a public process 

The Committee is not obliged to accept your document once it has been submitted, nor is it 
obliged to publish any or all of the submission if it has been accepted. However, the 
operations of a Parliament are a public process, and you should be aware that any 
submissions made to a Committee may be published either as part of a Committee report, 
or separately, if the Committee decides to do so. 

A more detailed document outlining the guidelines for making a written submission is 
available by clicking here.  

 

 

https://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/debateRecord/joint_committee_on_agriculture_food_and_the_marine/2019-02-19/debate/mul@/main.pdf
mailto:afm@oireachtas.ie
http://data.oireachtas.ie/ie/oireachtas/communications/other/2017/2017-03-30_submission-guidelines_en.pdf


IMPORTANT 

(i) The Committee cannot consider submissions which deal with matters outside its 
remit. 

(ii) The Committee cannot consider submissions which deal with individual cases. 
(iii) Submissions sent to any other e-mail address may not be accepted. 
(iv) Anonymous submissions cannot be accepted and will be rejected. 
(v) Petitions and Form letters may not be accepted or published. 
(vi) Submissions made to a Committee may be published as received either as part of 

a Committee report, or separately, if the Committee decides to do so. 

Should you have any queries in relation to this matter, please contact: 

Jack Nugent 
Policy Advisor, 
Joint Committee on Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Committee Secretariat, 
Houses of the Oireachtas Service, 
Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 XR20 
Tel: +353 (1) 6183106, Email: jack.nugent@oireachtas.ie 
 

mailto:jack.nugent@oireachtas.ie

