
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Ronan Murphy, 

Clerk to the Budgetary Oversight Committee, 

Leinster House, 

Dublin 2 

 

20 May 2019 

 

Re: The Return of Duty & Tax Free Shopping for UK /Irish travelers – Post Brexit  

  

Dear Mr Murphy, 

 

I write to you as Chair of the Irish Duty Free Alliance (IDFA), to request that the Budgetary Oversight 

Committee examine the likely impact on Exchequer returns of a return of duty and tax free shopping for 

travelers on UK /Ireland routes. 

The IDFA is making the enclosed submission to the Committee in response to amendment no. 67 of the 

Withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the European Union (Consequential Provisions) Act 2019 tabled by the 

Minister for Finance. The provision as enacted amends Section 104 of Finance Act 2001, restricting the return 

of duty free shopping between the UK and Ireland in the event of a No Deal Brexit. 

In the context of the aforementioned amendment, and a subsequent meeting we had with the Department 

of Finance, the IDFA understands that Ireland will seek a restriction of duty and tax free shopping between 

the UK and all members of the European Union post-Brexit. 

Our position is that UK-bound duty and tax free sales, taking place at ports, airports and onboard vessels be 

allowed following the UK’s departure from the EU. Our position is in line with the published view of the 

European Commission, meaning that Ireland’s stance is out of sync with our European partners.1  

We understand the rationale for the proposed Government amendment is based on the presumption of a 

negative impact on fiscal revenues should duty and tax free shopping return. However, our shops, in airports 

and onboard ferries, operate in a completely different environment to that of the Irish retailer, with strictly 

controlled allowances and no-cross border issues whatsoever. As such, we do not believe that the return of 

duty and tax free shopping will impact on Government revenues.  

I remain at your disposal should you have any comments or questions in the interim.  

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Frank O’Connell 

 

                                                      
1 Notice on travelling between the EU and United Kingdom following the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the EU, 
Brussels, 13 November 2018: https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/travelling.pdf  

 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/brexit_files/info_site/travelling.pdf


Chairman, 

Irish Duty Free Alliance 

 

About the IDFA 
The Irish Duty Free Alliance (IDFA) is an independent grouping which represents the interests of businesses 

and entities trading in the Irish duty and tax free travel retail market, and is an affiliate of the European 

Travel Retail Confederation (ETRC) http://www.etrc.org/.  

 

The IDFA is concerned primarily with securing the immediate return of duty and tax free sales once the 

United Kingdom leaves the European Union and becomes a ‘third country’. 

 

http://www.etrc.org/



