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25th September 2019 
 
Ref: PAC32-I-1540 
 
Ms. Éilis Fallon, 
Committee Secretariat, 
Committee of Public Accounts, 
Leinster House,  
Dublin 2. 
 
 
Re:  Information note on the Agency’s compliance with the EU's Oil Stocks Directive 

(2009/119/EC). 
 
 
Dear Ms. Fallon, 
 
I refer to your letter of 20th September and to the Committee’s request for an information note on 
the Agency’s compliance with the EU's Oil Stocks Directive (2009/119/EC).  Our response to 
the two questions asked is set out below. 
 
1. Why is Ireland reliant on external storage to meet its requirement under the directive? 

 
NORA’s Oil Stocks and Storage plans are aligned with Government Policy as set out in 
Section 6.5 (Oil Security) of the 2015 Government White Paper entitled Ireland’s Transition 
to a Low Carbon Energy Future – 2015 - 2030. In particular, Section 6.5 (195 and 196) 
which states: 
 

• Ireland holds 90 days of oil as a strategic reserve to be used in the event of a supply 
disruption. 
 

• NORA manages these reserves, which are now wholly held as physical oil reserves, as 
opposed to the previous practice of partial holding through "stock tickets". Currently, 
70% of our oil reserves are stored on the island of Ireland and 30% is held in other 
Member States. We will maximise the level of stocks held on the island, subject to 
increased storage availability and value for money considerations. 

 
The profile of NORA Stocks (as of end August 2019) can be summarised as follows: 
 

Location Volume (Tonnes) % of 90-day Oil Stocks 
Obligation 

Ireland 999,600* 58% 

UK (Northern Ireland) 146,500 8.5% 

UK (Mainland) 198,400 11.5% 

Elsewhere in EU 373,700 22% 

*Of which 85,000 tonnes is under refreshment 

 
There is insufficient available storage in Ireland to meet NORA’s total 90-day oil stocks 
obligation. (Currently 1,645,800 tonnes Refined products and 70,000 tonnes of Crude Oil). 
NORA optimises the volumes it holds in Ireland, subject to the availability of storage and value 
for money. 
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NORA Stocks in Ireland are stored primarily in third part commercial storage locations in the 
main ports involved in oil importation and distribution. With very little new commercial storage 
built in recent years, the volume available to NORA has been restricted. In response to this, the 
Agency has secured additional storage through the refurbishment of storage facilities previously 
used in power generation.  

 

• 65,000 tonnes at Ringsend, Dublin. (former ESB power station) (2011) 

• 130,000 tonnes at Tarbert (current SSE power station) (2012) 
 

Further additional storage (130,000 tonnes) is currently being refurbished at ESB Poolbeg, 
Dublin and will be commissioned in March 2020.   

 
The addition of these three storage facilities, representing c. 19% of NORA’s current 90-day 
obligation, represents significant improvement to the level of oil stocks held in Ireland. 
Negotiations are currently ongoing in relation to a further facility refurbishment which, subject to 
a commercial contract, would add a further 55,000 tonnes to NORA stocks in Ireland by 2023.   
 

 
2. The contingency arrangements that have made to ensure Ireland will remain in 

compliance with the directive in the event that the UK leaves the EU 
 

Under the provisions of Article 3.1. of the EU Oil Stocks Directive, (COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 
2009/119/EC of 14 September 2009), member states must store their oil stocks within the EU 
i.e. in their own country or in another EU member state.  Therefore, when the United Kingdom 
withdraws from the EU, stocks held in the United Kingdom, including those in Northern Ireland, 
will no longer be eligible to be counted towards Ireland’s 90-day EU obligation. However, they 
will still be counted towards Irelands 90-day International Energy Agency obligation. 

The matter of Irish stocks held in the UK and their not being counted based on the provisions of 
the Directive, subsequent to the UK’s withdrawal, has been discussed between the Department 
of Communications, Climate Action and Environment and the European Commission.  
 
NORA understands that the Government has no plans to relocate oil reserves ahead of Brexit 
and that it will continue to engage with the Commission on Ireland’s plans to ensure long-term 
compliance with our EU obligations. NORA is guided by Government policy on this matter and 
for its future arrangements for oil stocks currently held in the UK. 
 
 
I trust the foregoing provides the Committee with the information it requires. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
_______________ 
Pat Meehan 
Chief Executive 




