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Ms. Éilis Fallon, 
Committee Secretariat, 
Committee of Public Accounts, 
Leinster House, 
Dublin 2. 
 
 
30th July 2019 
 
 
Ref: PAC32-I-1536, Correspondence number 2317 
 

 
RE: Correspondence from Irish Petrol Retailers Association 

 
Dear Ms. Fallon, 
 
I refer to your letter of 23rd July 2019 on behalf of the Committee of Public Accounts requesting 
information arising from correspondence received from Ms. Orla Allen of the Irish Petrol Retailers 
Association (IPRA) which was discussed at the Committee’s meeting on the 11th July 2019. The 
information requested by the Committee is set out hereunder. 
 

 

1. Comments relating to the Valuation Tribunal  

While Ms. Allen is correct in stating that the Commissioner of Valuation is the Accounting Officer for 
both the Valuation Office and the Valuation Tribunal, this is simply because the expenditure for both 
organisations is presented and accounted for under one vote (Vote 16), but by reference to separate 
programmes therein.  
 
The Commissioner of Valuation and the Valuation Tribunal are entirely separate statutory entities 
exercising distinct statutory functions. Section 9(10) of the Act provides that the Commissioner of 
Valuation shall be independent in the performance of his or her functions. Those functions are 
prescribed in and circumscribed by the Valuation Acts 2001 to 2015. The Valuation Tribunal is an 
independent statutory body, initially established under the Valuation Act 1988, and continued by 
virtue of section 12 of the Valuation Act 2001, to hear appeals against decisions of the Commissioner 
of Valuation. Subject to a right of appeal to the Superior Courts, by way of a case stated on a point of 
law, the decision of the Tribunal is final. The Valuation Tribunal comprises a Chairperson, deputy 
chairpersons and ordinary members. Members are appointed for a term of up to five years by the 
Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government and are drawn mainly from the legal and 
property valuation professions.  
 
Ms. Allen refers to the current backlog of casework before the Tribunal. In my letter of the 17th July, 
I have outlined to the Committee the position that I have been advised of regarding the number of 
cases on hand and the steps being taken by the Tribunal and the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government to address this matter. 
 
In summary, the fact that the Commissioner is the Accounting Officer for the Valuation Tribunal does 
not have any bearing on or, in any way, prejudice the independence of the decisions made by the 
members of the Tribunal. The Commissioner, as the designated Accounting Officer for Vote 16, is 
accountable to the Oireachtas for the expenditure of the moneys voted in relation to the Tribunal  
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but has no control over or responsibility for the operations or decisions of the Tribunal. The 
operations of the Valuation Tribunal are the responsibility of the Chairperson of the Tribunal.  
 
Accordingly, the comments in relation to the IPRA’s confidence in the independence of the Valuation 
Tribunal are unwarranted and misplaced. 
 

 

2. Freedom of Information Requests 

I am unclear as to the basis of Ms. Allen’s comment in the penultimate paragraph of her note that 
“The Valuation Office is refusing to release any data from the external audits carried out in 2017 and 
2019 under FOI requests”.  

Ms. Allen may be referring to documents sought by the IPRA under Freedom of Information requests 
relating to valuation schemes developed for the revaluation of certain classes of rateable property in 
2017 and 2019. If this is the case, the IPRA will already be aware of the specific statutory basis for 
any refusal of documents arising from the request, and of the reasons which the Valuation Office 
would have provided. It is a matter for the IPRA to pursue the various appeal routes open to it from 
such refusal, should it consider same to be merited. 
 
I trust that this information will be of assistance to the Committee. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
John O’Sullivan 
Commissioner of Valuation & Accounting Officer, Vote 16. 
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