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Deputy Kelly  
 
Just to say also there were some other questions raised by Deputies, including yourself, that relate to the HSE and 
we are liaising with the Secretariat and the HSE in relation to the early provision of answers to these.  
 
Regards  
 
Jim  
 
 
 
From:        secgen/SLAINTE  
To:        Alan <alan@alankelly.ie>  
Cc:        PAC@oireachtas.ie, secgen@health.gov.ie  
Date:        11/07/2019 12:35  
Subject:        Re: PAC Last Week  
Sent by:        Lisa Williamson  

 
 
Dear Deputy Kelly,  
 
Please see attached correspondence from Secretary General Breslin for your attention. A hard copy will follow by 
post.  
 
Kind regards,  
Lisa  
 
__  
Lisa Williamson  
Private Secretary to the Secretary General  
__  
An Roinn Sláinte  
Department of Health  
 
 
 
 
From:        Alan <alan@alankelly.ie>  
To:        secgen@health.gov.ie  
Cc:        PAC@oireachtas.ie  
Date:        04/07/2019 15:37  
Subject:        PAC Last Week  

 
 
 
Jim, 
 
I asked a number of questions at PAC last week that you were to reply to. We have not 
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yet received a reply (apologies if it just hasn’t been communicated yet), so could you 
please forward on replies to all the questions ASAP. Conscious that the Dail is going 
into recess next week. Please reply directly to the PAC Secretariat.  
 
Many Thanks.  
 
Alan Kelly TD 
 
Spokesperson on Health  
Vice Chair of Public Accounts Committee 
 
 
 
******************************************************** 
Email Disclaimer and; Legal Notice: http://health.gov.ie/email-disclaimer/ 
******************************************************** 
   



An Roinn Stainte 
Department of Health 
Secretary General 

Mr Alan Kelly TD 
Dail Eireann 
Leinster House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 

1/ July2019 

Dear Deputy Kelly, 

I refer to my attendance at the Public Accounts Committee on 27 June, at which I undertook 
at your request to ask Dr Gabriel Scally the following questions: 

1. What happened to delay the publication of the Supplementary Report of the Scoping 
Inquiry? 

2. Had Dr Scally informed anyone else that he would be providing the report in 
February? 

3. What, if anything, changed between 12 and 14 February 2019 in respect of this issue? 

I refer also to your later communication to me directly seeking an update on these issues. 

I wrote to Dr Scally on 3 July and raised these queries, and received a response on 8 July, 
which is attached for your information. 

Also at the meeting on 27 June, you requested the total cost of the Scoping Inquiry to date 
and this has been noted for follow up by the Committee Secretariat in correspondence from 
the PAC dated 4 July. You will recall that I provided this detail later in those proceedings, 
but for the avoidance of doubt I can again confirm that to date, the payments to Dr. Scally 
and his team amount to €816,075 excluding VAT or €1 ,003, 772 including VAT. 

I hope this is of assistance to you. 

Yours sincerely, 

~tl 
Jim Breslin 

Secretary General 

Bloc 1, Plaza Mfseach, 50 • 58 Srald Bhag61d fochtarach, Balle Atha Cllath 2, 002 XW14 
Block 1, Miesian Plaza, 50 · 58 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2, D02 XW14 
T +353 1 635 4361 I info@health.gov.ie 
www.health.gov.ie 
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Mr Jim Breslin 
Secretary-General 
Department of Health 
50 - 58, 1 Miesian Plaza 

Baggot Street Lower 
Dublin 
D02 XW14 

Dear Mr Breslin, 

CervicalCheck Scoping Inquiry - Queries Raised by Mr Alan Kelly TD 

Dr. Gabriel Scally 
c/o Crowe, 

Marine House, 
Clanwilliam Place, 

Dublin 2. 

81h July 2019 

Thank you for your email of 3rd of July concerning queries raised with you by Mr Alan Kelly TD 
concerning the completion date of my supplementary report. 

As you were aware at the time, it was my objective to complete my report by the end of February. You 
pose three questions to me. 

Q1. Firstly, you ask about what happened to delay the report. 
A. I explained this in my letter to the Minister on 151h February 2019 in which I wrote: 

'The breadth and complexity of the issues involved in this supplementary report, and the 
legal advice I have received in that respect, require me to take further time to ensure that I 
can furnish you with an authoritative, fair and comprehensive report.' 

Those were, and remain , the reasons. I am sure you will understand that, particularly following 
the Supreme Court judgement in the Shatter v Guerin case, it was necessary for me to 
undertake the full range of fair procedures that should be necessary before a final conclusion is 
published. 

Q2. Secondly, you ask if I informed anyone else that I hoped to submit the report in 
February. 

A. When I met with those concerned, I made no secret of my aspiration to finish the report by the 
end of February. 

Q3 Thirdly, you ask what, if anything changed between 12 and 14 February in respect of the 
supplementary report. 

A. During this period I had discussions with my legal advisors about the submission of my 
supplementary report. This is alluded to in my subsequent letter to the Minister on 15th 
February 2019. In addition, Medlab had asserted that the Salford laboratory was accredited as 
part of the Medlab operation in Dublin and on 13th February I received a document from INAB 
confirming that all of Medlab's past and current activity in the Salford laboratory was 
accredited. This was a confirmation rather than a change, but it was significant, and is quoted 
and referenced on pages 25 and 26 of the Supplementary Report. 



In respect of Medlab and INAB, I think it is important to understand the situation with regard to 
the accreditation of the ancillary laboratory in Salford, Greater Manchester. The contention of 
Medlab was that the Salford operation was automatically accredited by virtue of its integrated 
working with their Dublin laboratory. I had concerns about this situation and explored the issue 
with INAB. In due course INAB confirmed that Salford was indeed accredited as a component 
of the accreditation that they had awarded Medlab in Dublin. I expressed my strong views on 
this matter in the supplementary report. 

Thank you for your reaffirmation of the independence of the Inquiry. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Gabriel Scally 
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