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Dear Ms. Fallon, 

I refer to your letter of the 27th September 2019 in relation to the committee meeting that 

took place on the 19th  September 2019 at which Bard na gCon (BnG) and this Department 

were in attendance. 

The committee requested (1) a note on whether a traceability system, similar to that used 

for cattle and bovines, was explored for greyhounds, and (2) a detailed briefing on the Irish 

Coursing Club (ICC), its role in greyhound traceability, Bord na gCon's reliance on its system, 

and the level of assurance provided to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 

(DAFM) in relation to the process. 

(1) Bard na gCon is a commercial state body, established under the Greyhound Industry 

Act, 1958 chiefly to control greyhound racing and to improve and develop the 

greyhound industry. 

The Greyhound Racing Act 2019 makes provision for the introduction of a 
traceability system. The intention is to introduce such a system and immediately 

underpin same by statutory regulation under the Greyhound Racing Act 2019. The 

approach agreed by the Board of Bard na gCon is to introduce a traceability system 

for racing greyhounds and that this would fall under the auspices of Bord na gCon. 

BnG sought a real-time fully scoped traceability system for racing greyhounds for 

which BnG is primarily responsible, modelled on the DAFM cattle traceability system. 

In its presentations to the Joint Committee of Agriculture, Food & the Marine, at the 

pre-legislative stage of the then proposed Greyhound Racing Ireland Bill, BnG 

outlined its plans for a comprehensive traceability system which would operate in a 

manner similar to the cattle traceability system operates - in real-time - with a 
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comprehensive set of life events to be notified, and which would deliver information 

enabling proper enforcement of requirements in relation to greyhounds. BnG 

continued with this focus throughout its discussions with DAFM. The outcome of 

this was the enactment of section 28 of Greyhound Racing Ireland Act, 2019. 

That section contains many requirements of a comprehensive traceability system for 

the greyhounds to which it will apply. The section enables the establishment of a 

database, to be kept by BnG or, on behalf of BnG, by another person. It provides for 

the registration and licensing of greyhounds, registration in addition of those 

greyhounds which are intended for racing, and a comprehensive set of some 20 

specified life events, along with the possibility to add other life events as required. 

With this information, reports of unusual patterns or events of greyhound ownership 

and dealing could be identified for focused risk-based investigation and action. That 

along with all the other advantages which the cattle system has had for the national 

cattle herd could be applied for the benefit of greyhounds. Those required to notify 

such events would be given various options for notification, in particular on-line, as is 

the case with the cattle system. 

There should be no duplication arising from the establishment of a traceability 

system for greyhounds and this is dependent on proper arrangements being made 

between the Irish Coursing Club (ICC) and BnG. Section 58 of the Greyhound Racing 

Act enables BnG to share with the ICC information which it gathers from 

notifications made to BnG, and vice versa, with a view to avoiding duplication of 

notifications by greyhound owners, trainers and others. An amendment to Section 

10 of the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 would be desirable in addition to relying 

on the provisions of Section 58 of the Greyhound Racing Act 2019. It is preferable in 

practical terms for BnG to operate the traceability system because it has the 
organisational structure and reach to apply such a system. BnG already enforces the 

Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011. The setting up of the traceability system is beyond 

the reach of a private club, and there are many public benefits to be gained in terms 

of improved welfare for greyhounds. 

(2) Coursing is managed and regulated by the ICC and consists of 89 affiliated clubs from 

Ireland and Northern Ireland, all of whom must abide by the ICC's rules and 

regulations. Club representatives are nominated and voted on to the Executive 
Committee to manage the affairs of the club, together with the President, Treasurer 
and Secretary. 

Coursing is regulated under the Greyhound Industry Act, 1958 chiefly by the ICC, 

subject to the general control of Bord na gCon. The ICC is committed to maintaining 
high standards in the sport of coursing, and it actively promotes the protection and 

conservation of the Irish hare. 

ICC is the competent authority with regard to the maintenance of the Irish 

Greyhound Stud Book since 1923. Details of the ownership of greyhounds are kept in 

the Stud Book. The current stud book is not a traceability system and has never 



purported to be such a system. The stud book records pedigrees, ownerships, 

breeding data and transfers of ownership primarily. A traceability system is primarily 

designed to track the movement of an animal and its status in real time. The cattle 

system is referred to as an example of one such system. 

The ICC is delegated functions as per the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 inter alia: 

• Registration of Greyhound Breeding Establishments 

• Notifications of the death of a greyhound 

• Notifications of sale or transfer of a greyhound 

• Restrictions on breeding a bitch 

• Issuance of welfare notices and/or fixed penalty notices 

The Act defines the Irish Greyhound Stud Book as "the stud book in which 

thoroughbred greyhounds are registered and identified under the Constitution of 

the Club". 

The ICC operates one of four Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

approved microchip databases under the auspices Microdog ID. The owner, 

controller, location and death of greyhound are recorded on these systems. 

Coursing receives no Government funding whatsoever and Bord na gCon does not 

fund the ICC. The ICC derives its funding from the Stud Book registration fees and 

from the sale of its newspaper "Sporting Press". 

Coursing operates in a highly regulated environment coupled with a comprehensive 

set of rules directly applied by the ICC. The ICC undertakes a range of actions to 
address issues related to health and welfare. Coursing clubs are required to comply 
fully with directives, instructions and guidance notes issued by the ICC in all matters 
relating to the capture, keeping in captivity, tagging, marking, coursing and release 
of hares, and the muzzling of greyhounds. 

A monitoring committee on coursing is in place, comprising officials from the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, the ICC and the National Parks and 
Wildlife Services (NPWS), to monitor developments in coursing. 

I trust this information will be of use to the Committee but please let me know if more 
clarification is required. 

/ 

/ 
/ 

I 
BreridanGleeson 

Secretary General 
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27 September 2019 

Ref: PAC32-I-1558 

Mr. Brendan Gleeson, 
Secretary General, 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Agriculture House, 
Kildare Street, 
Dublin 2 
D02 WK12 

Dear Mr. Gleeson, 

I refer to the Committee meeting on Thursday 19 September, 2019. 

During the engagement, a number of issues were raised which require a 
response from your Department. 

It was agreed to request further information as follows: 
1. a note on whether a traceability system, similar to that used for cattle and 

bovines, was explored for greyhounds (p99-100); 
2. a detailed briefing on the Irish Coursing Club, its role in greyhound 

traceability, Bord na gCon's reliance on its system, and the level of 
assurance provided to the Department in relation to the process (p100). 

It is suggested that before preparing your response to the matters raised by the 
Committee, you consult the transcript which is available here for the specific 
details sought by the Committee. 

Please use the reference number of this correspondence in your reply. 

If you are sending the Committee an external or independent report, please 
request the consent of the authors for this report to be published on the 
Oireachtas website. 

The Committee requests that this information be forwarded within ten working 
days of the date of this letter. 

If you have any queries please contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 
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