
4 December 2019 

Ms. Eilis Fallon 

Committee Secretariat 

Committee of Public Accounts 

Leinster House 

Dublin 2 

Ref: PAC32-l-1692 

Dear Ms. Fallon 

An tSeirbhfs Chuirteanna 

Courts Service 

I refer to your letter of 20 November 2019 concerning the Courts Service's appearance before the 

Public Accounts Committee on 14 November 2019. The following is our response to the issues raised 

in your letter on behalf of the Committee. 

1. Cost of development of Hammond Lane site

There has been a long standing demand to replace the current inadequate facilities in Dublin for family 

law courts and for the Children Court. 

The most recent proposal for the provision of new courthouse facilities in Dublin for family law and 

the Children Court is based on the deliberations of a 2015 working group established to assess the 

requirements for such a facility. The working group considered the provision of such a facility on the 

vacant 0.45 hectare Hammond Lane site which is adjacent to the Four Courts in Dublin 7. At that time, 

the Courts Service was informed by the Office of Public Works (OPW) that only a portion of the site 

would be available to it. The working group considered at a high level the facilities to be provided 

thereon and the resulting space requirements and completed its work in July 2015. The working group 

concluded that the site could provide up to 24,000 m2 of accommodation of which the Courts Service 

would require a portion amounting to approximately 16,200m2 with the balance being available to 

the OPW for other use. At that time, the Courts Service part of the site/building would be used to 

provide accommodation for the Supreme Court, the central Dublin Family Law Courts and the Children 

Court. 

Following completion of the working group's report, a Project Board chaired by Mr. Justice Michael 

White was established in early 2016 to progress the project. The Project Board oversaw the further 

development of the outline project proposals to accommodate the Courts Service's headquarters 

office accommodation in Smithfield, if the entire site became available for Courts Service use. The 

OPW then developed an architectural design and detailed schedule of accommodation which was 
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completed in early 2017. The new building was designed to be a modern, fully accessible purpose built 

facility which would provide in excess of 25,000m2 of accommodation, spanning the basement, ground 

and six upper storeys, which in summary would provide: 

• 21 courtrooms specifically designed for the needs of child and family law cases (including 1 jury 

courtroom for cases involving children). 

• Over 30 consultation rooms for use by members of the legal profession and their clients. 

• Mediation services and victim support facilities. 

• Facilities for legal practitioners and other professionals working in the area of child and family law. 

• Separate custody facilities for both adults and children. 

• A new Supreme Court. 

• Judicial accommodation (30 judge's chambers) 

• Jury accommodation and facilities. 

• Staff accommodation to include all Courts Service public and headquarter offices currently located 

in Phoenix House. 

• Significantly enhanced security through the provision of separate entrances and circulation routes 

for each of the Family Law, Children Court and Supreme Court facilities. 

It was only on comoletion of the detailed outline architectural design and schedules of 

accommodation that a detailed and accurate costing of the oroiect could be obtained. This was 

prepared in March 2017 by a firm of quantity surveyors and took into account all costs associated with 

the construction and delivery of the project. The March 2017 exercise put the cost of the project at 

€147m, which includes construction costs as well as all other project cost items such as preliminaries, 

fit out, design team fees, design and construction risk and inflation. 

The cost of the project was revisited by t he Courts Service Quantity Surveyors in December 2017 and 

revised to reflect the most recent design and cost information. The December 2017 exercise resulted 

in a slight reduction in costs and put the overall cost of the project at €140.7m. 

In early 2018, the quantity surveyors undertook a construction cost benchmarking exercise which 

concluded that the costings for the proposed Hammond Lane project were in line with construction 

costs of similar buildings that were completed in Dublin during the previous 12 month period. 

The full and detailed project costs as calculated by the Courts Service quantity surveyors formed the 

basis of the business cases developed by the Courts Service and submitted to the Department of 

Justice and Equality in 2017. 

Following concerns raised by the Department of Justice and Equality about the cost of the project, the 

Courts Service and the OPW have being reviewing the project to identify options for reducing the cost 

and/or the scale of the project. In this context, the cost was reviewed by the quantity surveyors for a 
third time in December 2018 to establish the cost of a smaller development that would deliver the 

Family law requirement only (19 courtrooms and related accommodation). The review of the project 

cost and options is ongoing. 

The Courts Service is aware that a figure of €40m has appeared in various press reports as the cost of 

the Hammond Lane project. The Courts Service is not aware of the origin of this figure but notes that 

the press reports predate the formal costing exercise undertaken by the Courts Service quantity 

surveyors in early 2017. I enclose at Appendix 1 a press release of September 2015 announcing the 



Hammond Lane project as part of a wider €875m capital investment in the Justice sector which does 

not contain any cost information relating to the Hammond Lane project. 

Deputy MacSharry asked at the Committee about the planning arrangements for the use under licence 

of the site at Hammond Lane. The following is an outline of the short term arrangement in place: 

2. Temporary use of the Hammond Lane site 

The Dublin City Development plan 2016 - 2022 zones the Hammond Lane site as city centre - Zone ZS. 

The permitted uses associated with this zoning are as follows 

"To consolidate and facilitate the development of the central area and to identify, reinforce, strengthen 

and protect its civic design character and dignity" 

The Commissioners of Public Works are the owners of the site on Hammond Lane. The Commissioners 

granted a licence to Sisk on 2 October 2019, for a period on 12 months, with a further 12-month 

extension period if required. The licence was granted in order to facilitate Sisk establish a builder's 

compound for their development works at the Distillers Building, Smithfield. A fee was payable to 

the Commissioners in advance. 

The clauses contained in the licence agreement include obligations placed on the licensee (Sisk) to 

comply with any consents, planning permissions, etc required in relation to the proposed installation 

of the builder's compound and related parking. Sisk are responsible for all planning, regulatory 

compliance, outgoings, insurance, maintenance, security, hoarding, fencing, etc associated with their 

occupation on the site and clearing it at the end of the licence period. 

The exemption (Class 17) from the Planning & Development Regulations 2001-19 which generally 

allows for site compounds on a temporary basis as follows: 

CLASS 17 

The erection, construction or placing on land on, in, Such accommodation shall be removed at the 
over or under which, or on land adjoining which, expiration of the period and the land shall be 
development (other than mining) is being, or is reinstated save to such extent as may be 
about to be carried out, pursuant to any authorised or required by the permission, consent, 
permission, consent, approval or confirmation approval or confirmation granted under the Act or 
granted under the Act or any other enactment or any other enactment. 
as exempted development, of temporary on-site 
accommodation for persons employed, or 
otherwise engaged, in connection with the carrying 
out of the development, during the period in which 
it is being carried out. 

An application was made by Sisk to Dublin City Council Planning Department under the Planning and 

Development Act 2000 as amended for a Section 5 exemption. On 18 November 2019, Sisk were 

advised by Dublin City Council that their use was considered a 'development' and not exempted from 

planning. Sisk are currently in the process of preparing a new planning application. 



3 Numbers of people convicted of being in possession of drugs with a minimum value of more I 
than €13,000 in 2018 

The offence in question is taken to mean section 15A of the Misuse of Drugs Act 1977 (as amended), 

the text of which is at Appendix 2. While the Act is silent on the Court where such prosecutions are 

brought, our analysis shows that people are typically prosecuted in the Circuit Court and the following 

is a breakdown of the length of prison sentences imposed on 142 people convicted of the offence in 

2018: 

Prison Less than 1 1 year to 3 Over 3 years Over 5 years 10 years or 

sentence year years to 5 years up to 9 years more 

imposed and 11 months 

Total 1 37 61 39 14 
The Committee should be aware that 98 of the 142 persons convicted had part of their sentence 

suspended by the Court. 

4 Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 

A full breakdown of the status of fines imposed from 1 January 2015 to 31 October 2019 is shown at 

appendix 5 to this letter. The principal conclusions to be drawn from the data are as follows: 

The proportion of fines paid and the value of fines paid before the due dates has dropped since to 

commencement of the Fines (Payment and Recovery) Act 2014 as follows 

Fines imposed before Fines imposed after 

commencement of Act commencement of Act 

Number of fines paid before the due date as a 31.65% 26.21% 

percentage of the total number of fines imposed 

in the period 

Value of fines paid before the due date as a 25.44% 22.66% 

percentage of the total value of the fines 

imposed in the period 

One of the principal features of the new legislation has been the capacity for fined persons to pay 

fines by instalment. This new facility can be availed of by the fined person paying 10% of a fine before 

a due date in any post office or court office. Despite this, the data shows that there has been a very 

low take-up of the new facility. 

Fines imposed after 

commencement of Act 

Number of part paid fines as a percentage of total number of fines 1.51% 

imposed in the period 

Value of part paid fines as a percentage of total value of fines imposed 0.75% 

in the period 



The Committee should be aware that the fines imposed on foot of criminal convictions, unlike civil 

debt, do not automatically become uncollectable without an application to Court. In addition, it is 

expected that because fines imposed since the commencement of the legislation are more recent, the 

number and value of uncollectable fines should be less than those fines imposed under the older 

legislation. This is borne out in the following data. 

Fines imposed before Fines imposed after 

commencement of Act commencement of Act 

Number of fines deemed uncollectable as a 27.88% 8.31% 

percentage of total number of fines imposed in 

the period 

Value of fines deemed uncollectable as a 33.57% 8.04% 

percentage of total value of fines imposed in the 

period 

The Service has also noted that there has been a significant drop in the proportion of fines paid before 

the due date 

Fines imposed before Fines imposed after 

commencement of Act commencement of Act 

Number of fines where the due date has passed 17% 46.36% 

as a percentage of total number offines imposed 

in the period 

Value of fines where the due date has passed as 20% 50% 

a percentage of total value of fines imposed in 

the period 

This data suggests that more people are waiting longer to address the fine imposed than was the case 

under the former regime. 

Since the Service's appearance before the Committee, we have requested an early meeting with the 

Department of Justice and Equality seeking an early meeting of the High Level Group looking at the 

legislation. Deputy MacSharry asked at the committee if the old regime could not be introduced which 

involved sending fines defaulters to prison. In practice, hardly anyone was admitted to prison because 

of overcrowding and for some, their arrest was seen as a way of clearing their "Fines debt" . The new 

legislation was seen as a way of eliminating this but as the evidence shows, it is dependent of people 

turning up in Court when summonsed following the receipt of a fines enforcement notice. Our 

experience is that this is not happening and we have in effect noted a partial replacement of the 

former fines warrants with bench warrants. 

For the future, the Service feels that as far as possible, the work of the Courts should be viewed as 

complete with the imposition of a fine. We have a number of ideas to make fines enforcement more 

efficient, which we have been feeding into debates with government departments and agencies. We 

suggest that consideration should be given to legislative change to allow for the fines to be converted 

to a civil debt and enforced accordingly. We also suggest that the using the courts as a means of 

enforcing non-criminal matters should be looked at again . Examples include non-payment of television 

licences and local authority parking, where the addition of fines to local property tax bills or the use 

of clampers could become the norm. We also feel that fines due for motoring offences should be set 



up a parallel record on a vehicle record, where the fine must be discharged, before a change of 

ownership is effected or motor tax is renewed. This whole of government approach will be essential 

if we are to see significant improvement in this area. 

5 Latent Defects and other claims - Courts Bundle PPP Project 

On 14th January 2019, the Board of the Courts Service approved a recommendation to pay a proposed 

settlement of €8.9m (ex-VAT) in respect of claims arising out of the Courts Bundle Public Private 

Partnership Project. When the €5.8m in forfeited Unitary Charge payments already levied on the 

contractor were taken into account, the net additional expenditure was €3.lm, an increase of only 

c.2.1% on the c.€150m capital cost of the project. The Unitary Charge remained unchanged. 

The Courts Bundle PPP Project involved the construction or extension/refurbishment of seven 

courthouses at Cork, Limerick, Waterford, Wexford, Letterkenny, Mullingar and Drogheda. This 

project was delivered on a Public Private Partnership (PPP) basis and paid for by means of a monthly 

Unitary Charge over a 25 year period. In terms of scale, the Courts PPP Bundle Project was the largest 

capital building project ever undertaken by the Courts Service, delivering a total of 31 courtrooms and 

36,000m2 of accommodation nationwide. Construction on all seven sites commenced in January 2016 

with the final courthouse completed in July 2018. 

Five of the courthouse sites contained listed buildings which were to be renovated and extended . This 

was the first PPP contract in Ireland to involve extensive listed building renovations. In response to 

market demand to cover the risk posed by renovating listed buildings, the Project Team inserted a 

particular definition "Latent Defect" in the Project Agreement to deal with the unknown construction 

risks associated with renovating such buildings. It was always contemplated that additional costs 

would likely occur during construction and a mechanism for dealing with the resulting claims was 

included in the Project Agreement. 

The construction phase took longer than anticipated, varying between eight weeks (in the case of 

Drogheda) and nine months (in the case of Mullingar, which required complex works to the heritage 

structure) longer than the planned completion dates. The longer construction durations were mainly 

attributed to the occurrence of Latent Defect events. These delays generated an underspend on the 

Unitary Charge of €5.8m during 2017 and 2018. 

Towards the end of the construction period, the contactor (BAM PGGM) submitted a number claims 

under a range of categories. Eleven of the fourteen claims categories were rejected . Three categories 

of claims were progressed in accordance with the mechanisms included in the Project Agreement 

namely: Latent Defects; Joinery; and Capital Contributions. 

Summary of Claims Categories: 

(i) Latent Defects: A Latent Defect is defined in the Project Agreement as a "defect or 

deficiency in the structure, physical envelope, fabric, infrastructure or utilities of any 



(ii) 

(iii) 

Existing Structure which exists on Commencement Date, is not apparent or 

reasonably discoverable .... ". A total of 70 Latent Defect items were submitted by 

BAM. Examples included (i) additional repairs to protected masonry in Cork and (ii) 

extensive issues discovered in Mullingar when the internal walls were stripped back. 

Courtroom Joinerv: Additional costs incurred in the provision of courtroom joinery fit

outs at Letterkenny, Wexford, Waterford, Cork and Mullingar facilities due to the 

redesign of panelling due to fixed courtroom furniture changes and changes in court 

technology monitor sizes. 

Utilities: Some utility providers were not in a position to execute some of the civil 

engineering infrastructure works outside the site boundaries required by the project 

and these works had to be carried out by BAM. 

In financial terms, the Latent Defects made up c.90% of the quantum of the claims. The Project Team 

engaged with the contractor to determine if commercial agreement could be reached following a 

detailed technical review of the claims to establish their merit and to determine whether financial 

liability rested with the Courts Service. Following an in depth review of the claims and discussions with 

the contractor the Project Team recommended the proposed settlement terms which were approved 

by the Courts Service Board. 

6. Number of Wards of Court appointed since the enactment of the Assisted Decision Making 

(Capacity) Act 2015 

The numbers of adults made Wards of Court since 1st January 2016 are as follows: 

Year No. of Adult Wards Declared 

2016 290 

2017 325 

2018 327 

2019 (to 15 November 2019) 316 

Total 1258 

The numbers of minors made Wards of Court during the same period is as follows: 

Year No. of Minor Wards Declared 

2016 21 

2017 27 

2018 24 

2019 (to 15 November 2019) 17 

Total 89 



J 7 Spending on Non-compliant procurement 

Further to the Administrative Budget and the Department of Finance Circular 40/02, the Courts Service 

is required to make a formal return in respect of procurement contracts in excess of €25,000 

(excluding VAT) where no competitive process took place. 

Having reviewed the payments to suppliers in 2018, a list of payments, which is at Appendix 3, was 

identified as falling into the category to be reported in accordance with Circular 40/02 and 

communicated to the Comptroller and Auditor General in March 2019. Developments since March on 

the issues listed is shown in blue text. 

I trust this clarifies the situation for the Committee but in the event of any follow up questions on the 

items covered, we will be happy to revert. 

Yours sincerely 

Chief Executive Officer 



APPENDIX 1 

Extract from Ministerial Press Release - 29th September 2015 

Minister fitzgeraJd announces unprecedented Capital Investment 

in Justice Sector 

Investing in 21" Century Policing to prevent and tackle crime in 

.both urban and rural communities 

· €875 million in C{lpi'taifunding for justice sector in addition to new public-private partnersr.fp (PPP) projects 

· PPP projects to deliver state of-the-art Family/Children Courts Complex in Dubjjn and new Gorda stat!on construction 
nationwide 

· €46 million for new Gorda vehicles 

· Major additional investment of €205m in Gorda Sfochdna technology and systems 

· €18 million for refurbishment of Garda stations 

· Funding for development of new Forensic Science Laboratory 

29th September, 2015 

Fr3 nces Fltzg2ra ld TD, iVliniste r for Justic:2 3nd Equ3Hty has tod3y \Neicomed the unprecede n~·ed 3Jlo(atirJn :J-f :€375 miHion 
in capit2 1 -f'Jnd ing EdDng 'with approv '.3l ·f,:;r -furth er public-private partnership projects in r2spe,:t o'f ,~n G8rda Sfoch?.na and 
th'= 1':cu:t.s Se rvi::~. Th~ iv~inlster s~ts-oL:·t th e s·:~rateg!c object ives for th~ planned lnve.:;-trn~:-·"!'t 1n the J1.:st!ce .3~ ct c:ir -:1 s 

out lined t he Gavernn12nt C=::pital Pla n 20 15-21. 

Minister Fitzgerald stat2d: "This a/location demonstrates this Government's commitment to inves'tfn9 in 21" Century 

policing, by ensuring An Gorda Sfachana have the vehicles and technology to be effective, mobile and responsive to 
prevent and tackle crime in both urban and rural communities." 

"This investment will also finally ensure appropriate state-of-the-art facilities where family !aw cases can .!Je heard 

through the constmct!on of a new state-of-the-art Family & Children' s Court compiex at Hammond ~ane in Dublin;'' 

In tota l} €375 r0illion in capltal funding h:1s been allocated to the Justlce sector \N!th further 2.pprova! and f:)r,ding for 

public-priva te partnership projects. 

· .u. tota l al ioc3tion of €46 mi llion is being provided fo r new Garcia veh icles; 

• ,fJ... maj0r addition a! investm~nt o'f €205rn is being ma de in ne'N (58rda Sfoch3na technology and svster-ns; 

· €18m is being provided for G3rda Station =-efurbfshment; 

· Fundir.g is t-J be provl '::ed ~o; th-2 ,:ons·tri..:ction of 3 much neeci~d nevi Forensic Science L3boratory 3-t a site at B:ic~\N23ton, 

c utside Lucan. 

· €10m is being provided for Courts ref:Jrtishments . 

The additional Public Private Partne rship projects w !i! includ e: 

• i'-J e1N Garcia pr1Jjects an·:i fa .:ilitles; 



· 02v2;optn2nt of .::~3te-7f.-::h2-:1n Farni:y ~C'N 2nd Children's Coutts building .. tog2·th,?,1 ··Ni':h ac~.:Ptlor12i C,J;}r~ roor;;s fer ·the 

3uprerne Court and other Cc·}rts (t~f:~~s, tc be develop=ci on the Harrr;1'Jnc~ Lane snE, \n Dubiin,. 2cijai~2nt tc the Fo:..:r 

Courts. 

********** ************ *********** **** 

New Courts Complex at Hammo!1d Lane 

fv1injst2r Fitzgerald '-N2!c: rne:l the pl~ns T:>r a ne'N Publ ic-Private P-3rtnership to deli'-;er 0:1 ::h,2 3cv2r nrren-::; s prJpiJS3ls ·f~r a 

dedicated and irrtegr2t2d Fa;-::H-y1 ~.av-, ~ind Chlld;-en's Courts building, togethe r -..Nith ad·.:frtion3i Court r~orr,s ·fo r the St:;Jr2rn2 
Court 3nd other Co;J;ts o-ff::es, 2t a sit= 3t Har:.imon'=l Lane, in Dublin . 

Th ':: illlinist2r stat2:i: '•'Th is Government has ove:·seen landmark reforms in the areas of f :imii}· Ja ;v and r.hiidren. Yl/e have 
enacted the Children and Family Re 1ctionships Act which provides for the most co.n1p,ehe11sive ,·eform of ja mii'; iaw since 
the foundation of the State. We also brought forward both the Children's and Marriage Eq:w!ity rejere11da and 
estab)jshed Tusia, Ireland's firs t dedicated Child and Family Agency, I have recently published new conso!Jdated 
legislation to updr..rte the Ja ws on domestic vfoience. 

"It is only right that as we update our !a ws, we should also update our Courts infrastructure. I a.111/ery conscious of the 
concerns expressed by the judfc!aty. ieJa! proctitioners and victims groups in relat fon to the poor s tate and set-up of 
many Family Co urt .facii:Ues, The neeJ of a new state-of-the-art family law and children '; comp lex in Dub/if' has been a 
key priority fo r me as Ministe, . 

"! am delighted to now be Jn a position to c,onffrm that a Family Law and Children's Courts complex wilt be d-?iivered at 
Hammond Lane as part of a new PPP project." 

"I wish to thank my co!leag ,;e,, Minister of St:rte Simon Harris and the Office for Pubiic Works for their suppcrt and hard 
work in supporting and p lanning f or this important project. " 

Courthouse developments 

The r:ap ita! Frarr!~\votk provii:les fer the Cf}nstruction of sev~n courthou.3es 1Nh~ch are 1ncli. .. ;ded in the .:;x\sting C•Jur ~s ?Pl) 

build\ng proj2ct. Th~~ kJC'3tton:; ~112 tvLining2r, Urr:erlck, Cork, Letterkenny1 Droghed:1,. "J'-/ezfJf':1.and ··,Va-tErfcrJ. !t~ adcfrUcn 
€10 million is ;Jr,Jvid2d in e:-<:chequer fundirg ·for Courts building re-hffbishment . 

The rvlini.:;te, ,:onciude :l: " These investments will deliver significant improvement to the wa; p,;_;bf.(; ;ervice, are ieifi;ered 
in the Justice sector and ail the projects will be subject to robust governance and oversigr..t." 



Appendix 2 

Offence relating to possession of drugs with value of€ 13,000 

lSA. - (1) A person shall be guilty of an offence under this section where -

( a ) the person has in his possession, whether lawfully or not, one or more controlled drugs for the 

purpose of selling or otherwise supplying the drug or drugs to another in contravention of regulations 

under section 5 of this Act, and 

( b ) at any time while the drug or drugs are in the person's possession the market value of the 

controlled drug or the aggregate of the market values of the controlled drugs, as the case may be, 

amounts to€ 13,000 or more. 

(2) Subject to section 29(3) of this Act (as amended by section 6 of the Criminal Justice Act, 1999_), in 
any proceedings for an offence under this section, where -

(a) it is proved that a person was in possession of a controlled drug, and 

( b) the court, having regard to the quantity of the controlled drug which the person possessed or to 

such other matters that the court considers relevant, is satisfied that it is reasonable to assume that 

the controlled drug was not intended for his immediate personal use, 

he shall be presumed, until the court is satisfied to the contrary, to have been in possession of the 

controlled drug for the purpose of selling or otherwise supplying it to another in contravention of 

regulations under section 5 of this Act. 

(3) If the court is satisfied that a member of the Gard a Sfochana or an officer of customs and excise 

has knowledge ofthe unlawful sale or supply of controlled drugs, that member or officer, as the case 

may be, shall be entitled in any proceedings for an offence under this section to be heard and to give 
evidence as to -

( a ) the market value of the controlled drug concerned, or 

( b) the aggregate of the market values of the controlled drugs concerned. 

(3A) In any proceedings for an offence under this section, it shall not be necessary for the prosecutor 

to prove that a person knew that at any time while the controlled drug or drugs concerned were in 

the person' s possession that the market value of that drug or the aggregate of the market values of 

those drugs, as the case may be, amounted to€ 13,000 or more or that he or she was reckless in that 
regard. 

(4) No proceedings may be instituted under this section except by or with the consent of the Director 

of Public Prosecutions. 

(5) In this section -



'market value', in relation to a controlled drug, means the price that drug could be expected to fetch 

on the market for the unlawful sale or supply of controlled drugs; 

'an officer of customs and excise' has the same meaning as in section 6 of the Criminal Justice (Drug 
Trafficking) Act, 1996_. 



Appendix 3 

Circular 40/02, 2018 Report - Non-Compliance with competitive tendering process 

Item No. Vendor Name Amount Comment 
(excl. VAT) 

1 EIR - TELEPHONIST €86,373 This is a legacy arrangement which pre-
dates the establishment of the Courts 
Service. A review of these services is 
ongoing. Procurement will be addressed 
in 2019. Th is matter has not been 
advanced rn 2019 as consid era tion is 
being given to a replacement servi ce 
(e.g. installing a PABX system) 

2 AIRTRICITY LTD - €55,338 A new contract is now in place with 
(ELECTRICITY) Energia. Expenditure with Airtricity 

relates to three Court Service buildings. 
Two of the buildings (Kanturk and Birr); 
meters have been inaccessible for the 
changeover to the new service provider. 
This will be addressed in 2019. For the 
third building (Roscommon), there was 
a change of ownership from 
Roscommon County Council to the 
Courts Service - the expenditure relates 
to electricity bills during the transition 
period. 

3 NEOPOST IRELAND €44,148 Neopost Ireland Ltd, provides fee 
LTD -(FEE FRANKING franking machines for Courts offices. 
MACHINES) Further investigation into the market for 

these services will be conducted in 2019 
which may result in a competitive 
procurement process. Request for 
information has been published and is 
being reviewed 

4 CARROLL FOOD €40,694 Carroll Food Services (catering services 
SERVICES- CATERING for the restaurant in Phoenix House). 
SERVICES, PHOENIX There is currently a competitive process 
HOUSE underway for these services. This 

process is expected to be completed in 
2019. 
The Courts Service has engaged with the 
OGP and preparatory work is underway. 

5 AUXILION IRELAND €35,250 The external Organisational Capability 
LTD - (CMO REVIEW) Review (OCR) identified weakness and 



Item No. Vendor Name Amount Comment 
(excl. VAT) 

structures of the Change Management 
Office (CMO), which could potentially 
curtail the effective implementation of a 
range of projects and the achievement 
of expected benefits. 

Auxilien were engaged given their 
understanding of the Service, 
experience in change management best 
practices and time frame within which 
the review was to be completed 

The price represented very good value 
for money, following negotiations with 
Auxilien based on previous pricing 
provided for an earlier assignment, 
which was further discounted. 

6 WATERLOGIC - €28,670 The Estate Management Unit is 
SUPPLY AND currently completing an application to 
MAINTENANCE OF drawdown on water services from the 
WATER FILTERS-ALL OGP framework. 
WATER SYSTEMS T/A Courts Service is now drawing down on 

an OGP framework . 

7 ENTERPRISE €26,540 There is currently a competitive process 
STATIONERY LTD - being planned for these services. We 
(FILE COVERS) expect this process to be completed in 

2019. Mini tender completed and 
awarded to Enterprise Stationery Ltd. 

8 VIRGIN MEDIA LTD- €26,506 This expenditure relates to transitional 
(FORMERLY UPC) costs incurred while a contract with 

Vodafone is awaiting OGCIO input. 
Total €343,519 



Derogations Granted 

Item No. Vendor Name Amount Comment 
(excl. VAT) 

1 TRANSLATION.IE - {973,363 
(INTERPRETING An extension of the existing interpretation 
SERVICES) contract was granted to the end of 2018 for 

both Translation .ie and Context to allow 
2 CONTEXT- {68,902 clarity on the use of t he OGP framework 

(INTERPRETING which was subject to legal challenge. 
SERVICES) Contract for interpreting services is due to 

be signed by year end . 

3 VODAFONE- €173,268 RFT submitted, however, procurement was 
(MOBILE PHONES) suspended due to an OGP restriction on use 

of appropriate Evaluation Criteria . This 
matter has been resolved and draft tender 
has been resubmitted to OGP for 
publication. 

Total €1,215,533 



Circular 40/02, 2018 - Proprietary Services 

Item No. Vendor Name Amount Comment 

(excl. VAT) 

1 AN POST- (POSTAL) €1,222,204 Sole Supplier 

2 ORACLE EMEA LTD - €135,386 Sole supplier of maintenance for Oracle 
SUPPORT FOR based IT system 
FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM 

3 UNIT 4 - SUPPORT €117,300 Sole Supplier for the support and 
AND MAINTENANCE maintenance of the FAS & CAS ICT systems. 
OF FAS & CAS 

4 THOMSON REUTERS €96,442 Sole supplier of publications 
IRELAND LTD - LAW 
REPORTING 
PUBLICATIONS/ 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

5 LEXIS NEXIS UK LTD - €92,766 Sole supplier of Law Books for the Law 
LAW BOOKS Library 

6 THOMSON REUTERS €60,730 Sole supplier of publications 
UK - LAW REPORTING 
PUBLICATIONS/ 
SU BSCRI PTIO NS 

7 JUSTIS PUBLISHING €47,433 Sole supplier of publications 
LTD -LAW REPORTING 
PUBLICATIONS/ 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

8 QUEST- (SOFTWARE €39,757 Sole supplier for Progress IT system 
SUPPORT) 

Total €1,812,018 


