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Introduction 

The Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (Department) is 

central to the delivery of policies and programmes of significant strategic national 

importance. Its functions encompass critical policy areas, including communications, 

broadcasting, energy, climate action, environment, natural resources and waste 

management.   

Together with its 16 commercial and non-commercial State bodies and regulatory 

authorities, the Department plays a key role in ensuring the economic and social well-being 

of the country. The Department and its agencies will play a lead role in the delivery of a 

number of the strategic investment priorities identified in the National Development Plan 

(NDP). Cross-sectoral investment of €22 billion, comprising c. €8 billion Exchequer spending 

and some €14 billion of energy-related investments by commercial State companies, will 

position Ireland on a sustainable trajectory to achieve a low-carbon and climate-resilient 

economy and society, consistent with secure energy supplies and competitive prices.   

Delivery of high capacity and reliable digital connectivity under the National Broadband Plan 

is fundamental to maintaining and enhancing competitiveness, as well as ensuring balanced 

regional development and equality of opportunity for all communities. The NDP also 

provides a framework for the transition to a circular and resource efficient economy, as well 

as the sustainable management of our natural resources, all of which is critical to 

environmental and economic well-being for a growing population, and to achieving our 

challenging EU emissions and recycling targets.  

 

2017 Expenditure  

Gross expenditure under the Vote in 2017 was €502.916 million, up €64.021 million or just 

under 15% on the 2016 outturn.    

 

The 2017 outturn represents a saving of €37.447 million or some 7% of the budget 

allocation of €540.363 million (including capital carryover).  Savings arose in the following 

areas: 

 

 Communications Programme -  €8.427m 

o Savings arose due to lower than anticipated expenditure under the National 

Broadband Plan and the Trading Online Voucher Scheme. 

 Broadcasting Programme - €6.920m 

o Payments to RTE, An Post and the Broadcasting Fund under this programme 

are Vote neutral and based on the level of TV licence sales income which was 

lower than anticipated. 
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 Energy Programme -  €11.532m  

o Savings arose due to a delay in the launch of the Support Scheme for 

Renewable Heat and lower than expected demand in respect of the pilot 

Deep Retrofit and Warmth and Wellbeing schemes under the Sustainable 

Energy Programme.  

 Natural Resources Programme - €1.411m  

o Savings arose due to lower than expected private mining compensation 

payments and delays in acquiring a site as part of the Silvermines 

rehabilitation project. 

 Environment and Waste Management Programme - €8.874m  

o Savings arose due to the slower than expected progress on a number of 

landfill remediation projects as a result of delays in planning, licencing and 

securing access to sites.  
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Subhead 2017 Provision 2017 Outturn 

Administration 
 

  

(i) Salaries, Wages & Allowances 22,632 20,510 

(ii) Travel & Subsistence 942 841 

(iii) Training & Development and Incidental Expenses 1,590 952 

(iv) Postal & Telecom Services 784 431 

(v) Office Equipment & External IT Services 4,116 2,297 

(vi) Office Premises Expenses 962 763 

(vii) Consultancy Services and Value for Money & Policy 1,917 1,083 

(viii) Equipment, Stores & Maintenance 296 244 

  TOTAL 33,239 27,121 

Communications   

A03 Information & Communications Technology Programme 20,490 15,024 

A04 Multimedia Developments 5,176 5,604 

A05 Information Society & eInclusion 6,964 5,243 

A06 Other Capital (incl. Capital Contingency) 500 - 

  TOTAL 33,130 25,871 

Broadcasting   

B03 Grant to RTÉ for Broadcasting Licence Fees 190,724 184,801 

B04 Payment to an Post 12,457 11,916 

B05 Deontas i leith Theilifís na Gaeilge 33,710 34,240 

B06 Broadcasting Fund 14,704 14,073 

B07 RTÉ Spectrum 8,000 7,976 

  TOTAL 259,595 253,006 

Energy 
 

  

C03 SEAI - Administration & General Expenses 9,430 8,579 

C04 Sustainable Energy Programmes 98,341 90,118 

C05 Energy Research Programmes 7,607 6,505 

C06 Gas Services 32 23 

C07 Subscriptions to International Organisations 290 247 

  TOTAL 115,700 105,472 

Natural Resources   

D03 Petroleum Services 441 405 

D04 Mining Services 3,700 1,488 

D05 GSI Services 12,084 14,789 

D06 Subscriptions to International Organisations 135 120 

  TOTAL 16,360 16,802 

Inland Fisheries   

E03 Inland Fisheries 29,283 29,243 

  TOTAL 29,283 29,243 

Environment & Waste Management   

F03 Environmental Protection Agency 31,509 32,002 

F04 Carbon Fund 800 431 

F05 International Climate Change Commitments 2,500 2,500 

 F06 Landfill Remediation 11,000 5,721 

F07 Technical Research and Modelling 1,750 613 

F08 Subscriptions to International Organisations 3000 2778 

F09 National Dialogue 350 - 

F10 Waste Campaign 1,600 1,358 

F11 Other Services 547 - 

   TOTAL 53,056 45,403 

  GROSS EXPENDITURE  540,363 502,916 

                             APPROPRIATIONS-IN-AID 237,599 232,412 

 
NET EXPENDITURE 302,764 270,504 
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Key 2017 Highlights  

The Department made significant progress in 2017 on a range of commitments set out in 

the Programme for Government and in the Department’s Statement of Strategy 2016-2019. 

A number of key highlights are set out below.  

Communications 

 Work continued on the procurement programme for the National Broadband Plan.   

 

 Expenditure to support digital entrepreneurship and to promote digital inclusion among 

small businesses and citizens under the National Digital Strategy amounted to €9.4m 

million.  The Digital Skills for Citizens Scheme provided free, basic digital skills training to 

some 22,000 citizens who had never used the internet.  

 

 The National Cyber Security Centre further expanded its specialist analytical and 

incident response capacity, and attained international accreditation in November 2017. 

 

 Eircodes were used in over 800 business organisations and State agencies, across a wide 

spectrum of sectors in 2017. 

Broadcasting 

 The Department continued to support high quality public service broadcasting.  Some 

€185 million was contributed through TV licence fee receipts to RTÉ, enabling the public 

service broadcaster to transmit 4,731 hours of home-produced programming, and to 

deliver 617 hours of original sport programming on television.  

 Exchequer funding of €30 million and TV licence fee funding of €4.24 million was 

provided to TG4 to deliver on programme commitments, including 4.25 hours of new 

Irish language programming per day.   

 €14.1 million in grants was provided from TV licence fee receipts to the Broadcasting 

Fund which supported 61 TV projects and 184 radio projects in 2017.  

Climate Action and Energy 

 Ireland’s first Statutory National Mitigation Plan was published in July 2017, and 

outlines a series of climate mitigation measures and actions across four key sectors - 

Electricity Generation, Transport, Agriculture and the Built Environment - that are 

critical to Ireland’s low carbon transformation.   

 The National Dialogue on Climate Action was also launched in 2017 to ensure an 

inclusive process of engagement and consensus building across society towards 

enabling Ireland’s transformation to a low carbon and climate-resilient future.  



5 

 

 Capital investment in energy efficiency programmes amounted to c. €80 million in 2017, 

funding upgrades in more than 23,500 homes and 491 public, private and commercial 

buildings, while supporting around 2,670 jobs throughout the country.  

 In the drive to progressively decarbonise electricity generation, work on the 

development of a new Renewable Electricity Support Scheme continued throughout 

2017, while a new Support Scheme for Renewable Heat was approved in December 

2017, to support the conversion of heating systems to renewable energy in the non-

domestic sector. 

 Ireland continued to grow its renewable energy generation fleet in 2017, bringing the 

total amount of renewable generation connected to the grid to 3,648 MW, of which 

3,325 MW was wind generation. Investment in energy research to accelerate 

diversification away from fossil fuels to green energy also continued.  

  In 2017, a total of 907 new electric vehicles were grant aided at a cost of €4.3 million. 

 By end 2017, public sector bodies overall had achieved 24% of the 33% energy 

efficiency target under the Public Sector Energy Efficiency Strategy.  

 

Natural Resources/Inland Fisheries 

 The Department provided over €29 million to Inland Fisheries Ireland in 2017 to support 

the protection, conservation and development of Ireland’s inland fisheries resource. 

 Geological Survey Ireland (GSI) published an independent Economic Evaluation of the 

Geoscience Sector in Ireland, which showed that the sector's overall economic impact 

was over €3.2 billion and employment was almost 25,000.  

 Under INFOMAR, GSI mapped 4,839 km2 of shelf and inshore area, including mapping in 

the southern Irish Sea and Celtic Sea. GSI's Tellus programme reached a major 

milestone in 2017 with the completion of airborne mapping of 50% of the island of 

Ireland.  

 

Environment/Waste  

 The Department provided some €32 million to the Environmental Protection Agency in 

2017 to support the delivery of its core functions - regulation, knowledge and advocacy 

– and its research obligations. 

 In autumn 2017, the phasing-out of flat-rate fees for kerbside household waste 

collection commenced, with the aim of encouraging further household waste 

prevention and greater household recycling.   
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 The Department worked with the Waste Enforcement Regional Lead Authorities on an 

agreed set of national waste enforcement priorities, including illegal dumping, organic 

bin roll-out, end-of-life vehicles, tyres and packaging.  A number of initiatives, as well as 

education and awareness campaigns, such as the Recycling Ambassador Programme 

and StopFoodWaste, to encourage householders and businesses to prevent waste and 

to segregate their recyclable and food waste, were funded during the year.  

 

 
 
 
 
 




