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Dear Ms Falsey 

1 refer to your letter of 2151 December 2016 regarding NCAD in which you sought, on behalf 

of the Committee, an update on the actions taken to improve the timeliness of production of 

the College's audited accounts. 

As the Committee will be aware, in 2014, NCAD was the subject of a Special Report of the 

Comptroller and Auditor General (C&AG) which raised a number of issues regarding 

accountability and governance in the College, including delays in the preparation of its 

accounts. Since the report, the Department and the Higher Education Authority (HEA) has 

been working with NCAD in order to address all of the governance and accountability issues 

identified. 

This includes the development of a Governance Master Plan for the College and the 

appointment of a new Board with Professor Niamh Brennan, Professor of Management at 

UCD and the Academic Director of the UCD Centre for Corporate Governance, subsequently 

elected as Chair of the Governing Board. The HEA meets regularly with College management 

and the Chair in relation to progress on addressing the governance issues. 

As the College's financial statements for 2012/13 were only signed by the C&AG in November 

2016, it is clear that NCAD is still significantly behind other higher education institutions and 

public bodies in terms of timely preparation of its financial statements, however, the College 

is working with the C&AG to ensure that its outstanding financial statements are completed 

as soon as possible and it is a priority issue for the Board and management of the College. 
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The fieldwork for the 2013/14 and 2014/15 financial statements has been completed by the 

C&AG and it is expected that these accounts will be signed off by the end of March 2017 and 

the end of May 2017 respectively. In addition, the College has prepared, and submitted to the 

Department, draft financial statements for 2015/16. 

While some of the compliance and governance matters highlighted previously in the College's 

financial statements will continue to be identified in financial statements for subsequent 

years, these matters will become less prominent over time as the College continues with its 

implementation plan for addressing the issues identified, with full compliance expected by 

the 2016/17 financial year. 

I trust the above clarifies the current position for the Committee. 

Yours sincerely 

~,6~ 
Sean 6 Foghlu 

Secretary General 




