
Ceann Comhairle 

Mr Sean Fleming, TD 
Chair, Committee ofPublic Accounts 
Leinster House 

16 February 2017 

Our Ref 92117 

Dear Sean, 

I refer to your letter of 15 February 2017 regarding staff resources assigned to the Committee 
of Public Accounts in relation to its examination of the Report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General on NAMA's Project Eagle. I appreciate your drawing this matter to my 
attention. On receipt of your letter, I asked for a report from Committee management on the 
assignment of staff to your Committee and I have been advised as follows. 

As you are aware, two members of staff were made available on a temporary basis to work on 
compiling the evidence arising from the Committee's investigation into this issue. This 
involved reviewing a significant volume of oral evidence from public hearings held from 
September up to the final public hearing on 14 December 2016. A further substantial body of 
written evidence continued to be received into the new year and was also examined in this 
context. The staff in question continued to work on the evidence received by the Committee 
until early January 2017, by which point the work assigned was effectively completed as the 
evidence had been summarised and circulated to members. 

The next step was the preparation of a draft discussion document on the basis of the evidence 
compiled. It was decided that the Clerk to the Committee was best-placed to lead on the 
drafting under the direct supervision of his Principal Officer and in regular consultation with 
you as Chairman of the Committee. Both staff members who had been involved in evidence 
review and summarising were consulted as necessary by the Clerk during the preparation of 
the draft. I understand that the draft discussion document was circulated to members of the 
Committee on 10 February. 

Given the complexity of the PAC's examination of Project Eagle, and in particular the 
substantial volume of evidence to be analysed, it does not appear to me that there was an 
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undue delay in preparing the draft discussion document. The PAC's examination of Project 
Eagle is a priority for the Service and Committee Management are always available to Chairs 
to discuss the provision of services and supports. I have therefore requested Ms. Elaine Gunn 
and Mr. Tom Malone to liaise with you in relation to this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

7 ' 
Sean 0 Fearghafl, TD 

Ceann Comhairle 




