
Margaret Falsey 
Committees’ Secretariat 
Public Accounts Committee 
Leinster House 
Dublin 2.       17/10/2016 
 
Dear Margaret, 
 
I refer to your letter of 28 September.  Here is the information you requested. 
 
Pól Ó Gallchóir was appointed Director General of TG4 on 1 April 2007, on an initial three-year 
contract with a possible extension to four years.  In 2010, the Board recommended that a four-year 
contract be offered to him, as was approved in the first contract.  Although the contract was not 
signed until 31 July 2012, it was backdated to the end date of the first contract. 
 
The 2010 contract was deemed by the Department of Communications, Energy and Natural 
Resources not to require Government consent as, effectively, it was an extension to an existing 
contract.  The Department has since admitted that this was not consistent with the provisions of 
Section 89(3) of the Broadcasting Act 2009.  While no changes were made to Mr Ó Gallchóir’s pay in 
the extension to the contract, there were changes to some of the terms and conditions which meant 
that Government consent would have to be sought. 
 
In March 2013, a year before the contract end date of 31 March 2014, the Board requested a two-
year extension to the Director General’s contract.  The Department approved the two-year 
extension subject to certain conditions, including a salary cut.  In his response, Mr Ó Gallchóir 
asserted his right to a contract of indefinite duration, based on his previous contracts. 
 
At the meeting of 9 May 2016, the Board of TG4 confirmed that it was happy to make an agreement 
with Mr Ó Gallchóir which would bring his term of office to an end on terms satisfactory to both 
sides.  On 14 June 2016, the Government approved the Minister’s acceptance of the Board’s 
decision.  Mr Ó Gallchóir’s term of office ended in late September 2016. 
 
On 8 September 2016, the Government approved the appointment of Alan Esslemont as TG4’s new 
Director General in accordance with the provisions of Section 89 of the Broadcasting Act 2009.  This 
appointment, which has effect from mid-October 2016, was made on foot of a public recruitment 
process organised by the Board of TG4 in which Mr Esslemont was deemed to be the most suitable 
candidate. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Siún Ní Raghallaigh 
Chairperson  
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