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Ms. Margaret Falsey, 

Secretariat, 

Committee of Public Accounts, 

Leinster House, 

Dublin 2 

12th October 2016 

Correspondence received from Inland Fisheries Ireland 

Dear Ms. Falsey, 

I refer to your letter of 4th October enclosing correspondence received by the Committee of Public 

Accounts from the Chief Executive of Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) regarding fishery rates debt 

collection, which had been discussed by the Committee at its meeting on 29th September 2016. 

The position is that there was no legislative basis for a general revaluation of fisheries in the State 

until the coming into force of the Valuation (Amendment) Act 2015 on 8th June 2015. This lacuna was 
addressed in the 2015 Act by designating IFI, for the first time, as a "rating authority" within the 

meaning of the statutory valuation code. Accordingly, IFI is now on an equal footing with the thirty 

one county councils, city councils and city and county councils across the country in this regard. 

The Committee will be aware that a national programme of revaluation of all rateable properties in 

the State is well underway. The current phase encompassing ten rating authorities — Kildare, Carlow, 
Kilkenny, Offaly, Westmeath, Roscommon, Longford, Leitrim, Sligo and South Dublin County Councils 

— will be completed in September 2017 and planning for the subsequent stage, including 

identification of the next batch of rating authorities to be revalued, will be conducted in the interim. 

Following the amendment contained in the 2015 Act, IFI will now be one of the rating authorities to 

be considered. 

I regret that I am not in a position at this stage to indicate the particular rating authorities which will 

be revalued during the next phase as this can only occur after consultation with the Minister for 

Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government and the particular rating authorities 

concerned, as required by section 19(1) of the Valuation Act 2001. However, I wish to assure the 

Committee that there has been ongoing engagement between the Valuation Office and IFI in order 

to best address the issues outlined in the correspondence received by the Committee from the Chief 

Executive of Inland Fisheries Ireland. 

I note the Committee's request to be kept informed of any planned revaluation and I will notify the 
Committee when a Valuation Order for IFI is put in place in due course. 
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\ John O'Sullivan 

Commissioner of Valuation 
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