
Annex D  Information Note for Public Accounts Committee 

Inland Fishery Rates 

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) was established under the Inland Fisheries Act 2010.   

The Act saw the dissolution of the Central Fisheries Board and of the seven former 

Regional Fisheries Boards, and the amalgamation of their activities into IFI. 

Under Section 55 of the Fisheries Consolidation Act 1959 (as amended), IFI is 

required to strike a rate, on an annual basis, which is multiplied by the fishery valuation 

(provided by the Valuation Office) to set the rates to be paid in respect of each fishery.  

The rate struck by IFI is subject to confirmation by the Minister, under the Act.  The 

income receivable from the application of the rates accounts for around 0.7% of IFI’s 

income and amounts to a sum in the range €200,000 to €250,000 p.a. 

 
2014 

€‘000 

2013 

€’000 

2012 

€’000 

2011 

€’000 

Total income 31,055 32,850 34,866 35,150 

Of which: fishery rate income  212 229 233 237 

Bad debt provision in year 38 24 246 — 

Total bad debt provision 880 842 818 572 

The Department’s letter to the Committee outlines the ongoing difficulties IFI has in 

relation to the collection of the rates.  A review of the fishery rates system is currently 

ongoing, including a review of the legislation. 

The collection difficulties have given rise to a part of the fishery rates levied not being 

collected each year.     

The IFI accounts for the years 2011-2014 (and previously for the individual Fisheries 

Boards) included debtors and bad debt provisions in relation to fishery rates.   The 

most recently published accounts (for 2014) disclose trade debtors of €1.1 million and 

bad debt provisions of €0.88 million.  The bulk of these figures relates to fishery rates. 

IFI recognise income from fishery rates in the year in which amounts fall due for 

collection along with an associated debtor.  A provision is made for all debtors 

balances aged in excess of one year.  When outstanding amounts are received, the 

provision is reduced. 
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