
Ceann Comhairle’s Welcome and Panel 1 Discussion 

Seán Ó Fearghaíl T.D.  

Ceann Comhairle, Dháil Éireann, 

Deputies, Senators, Ambassadors, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

You are all very welcome to the very first Symposium on EU Affairs hosted by the 
Business Committee of Dáil Éireann. It is notable that we are hosting this first 
Symposium in the Round Room of the Mansion House which, for us as 
parliamentarians, has such historic connotations as it was in this Room that the Dáil 
met for the first time in January 1919. 

This Symposium is the first time that we have attempted to come together as both 
Houses of the Oireachtas, with Irish MEPs and expert guests to explore one single 
EU issue in some real depth. The idea for this event came from the Business 
Committee of the Dáil which itself emerged as an important element of the recent 
Dáil Reform Programme. We are, undoubtedly, operating in a changed environment 
where the pace of change is unprecedented: there are many national and 
international challenges facing all us of as parliamentarians. 

The June decision by the people of the UK to withdraw from the EU is, perhaps, only 
one indicator of the type and pace of change we are facing. It is however, a very 
important change and it was clear to the Business Committee in our discussions 
over the Summer that the UK’s exit from the EU, Brexit as it is commonly referred to, 
would be a significant issue for years to come and we would need to carefully plan 
our consideration and scrutiny of the issues that surround it- and so the idea of this 
Symposium emerged. EU Affairs are core to our Agenda and, for now, the UK 
withdrawal is the key challenge. 

We don’t expect to leave here having solved the challenge of Brexit, but what we do 
hope to do, is to leave a great deal wiser, with a greater sense of the work that is 
ahead of us. For the Members of the Houses of the Oireachtas, this is very timely as 
we begin the new Parliamentary Session.  

There are many implications to the UK decision to withdraw from the European 
Union and today we are exploring only one dimension: it is, however, a significant 
dimension as the economic implications, in turn, have implications across many 
sectors and strands of Society and not just here in Ireland but across the European 
Union.  

We are all, I am sure, very grateful to the fantastic line-up of speakers who have 
made time to be here with us today to share their knowledge, insights and views.  On 
behalf of all Members present today, I would like to most warmly welcome you to this 
Symposium and we look forward to your contributions. 
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To ensure that the issues raised today are fully accessible to a range of stakeholders 
and not just those represented here today, we will be publishing a Report of the day 
which will be circulated to Members and made available more generally. In addition, 
the Symposium is being recorded and will be broadcast on the Parliamentary 
Channel in the coming days. 

Members will be aware that we have a comprehensive agenda today with a number 
of speakers on two panels. We will shortly listen to an address by the Director of the 
ESRI, Alan Barrett, and his thoughts on the economic implications. 

There will then be two panel discussions. After each panel discussion, we have 
made provision for a question and answer session which will enable engagement 
from all Members as participants. In between these two sessions, we will be 
breaking for coffee, which will be served at the back of the room. There will also be 
light refreshments served at the end of our session, again at the back of the room.  

We are here today to listen to and engage with our expert speakers. As a courtesy 
and given the size of the room, could I ask you all ensure that your electronic 
equipment is turned to silent? On the subject of equipment, there are interpretation 
facilities available to facilitate contributions in both languages. Finally and 
notwithstanding my references to translation and broadcasting which are features of 
sittings of each of the Houses, I’m sure Members will be aware that this is not a 
sitting and, accordingly, parliamentary privilege does not apply. 

Without taking any further time, I would like to introduce Professor Alan Barrett. 
Professor Barrett is the Director of the Economic and Social Research Institute as 
well as chairing the National Economic Dialogue in 2015 and 2016 and previously 
being a member of the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council from 2011 to 1015. 

 

Panel 1 

His Excellency Declan Kelleher who is the Permanent Representative of Ireland to 
the European Union  
 
Dan O’Brien who is the Chief Economist at the Institute of International and 
European Affairs  
 
Professor Alan Ahearne who is Professor and Head of Economics at the National 
University of Ireland, Galway  
 
Julie Sinnamon who is Chief Executive Officer at Enterprise Ireland 
 
Martin Shanahan who is Chief Executive Officer at the IDA Ireland 
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Panel 2 

 

Mr Danny McCoy, Chief Executive Officer at Ibec  

Ms Patricia King, General Secretary of Congress  

Ms Patricia Callan, Director of the Small Firms Association  

Mr Mark Fielding, Chief Executive Officer of the Irish Small and Medium Enterprise 

Association  

Mr Bryan Barry, Acting General Secretary of the Irish Farmers Association  

Mr John McGrane, Director General  of the British Irish Chamber of Commerce  

Ms Bríd O’Brien Head of Policy and Media  at the Irish National Organisation of the 

Unemployed  

Professor Tony Fahey, Professor of Social Policy at University College Dublin. 
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