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It is clear from this morning’s discussion that a great deal of uncertainty remains as 
to the exact economic implications for Ireland of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU.  

It is likely to have a significant impact on the European Union and indeed on Ireland 
and that the full scale of that impact will depend on the results of the negotiations. As 
representatives of citizens, we will need to be mindful of the potential negative 
impact on individuals and their families and whether that impact is felt in cities or 
rural areas and whether it hits some sectors more significantly than others. We need 
to make sure that any negative impacts are mitigated as much as possible. 

We never expected to write a definitive position for Ireland today, but rather, the 
intention of the Business Committee in bringing forward this Symposium was to 
inform our thinking. And I believe that it has done that. It has been a very rich 
discussion, and given us a lot to think about going into the new Parliamentary 
Session. For leading us in that discussion and thinking, I would like to thank all of our 
speakers for generously giving their time and sharing their expertise. All of us here 
today have benefited from their knowledge and indeed the knowledge and 
experience of colleagues who contributed. I would also like to thank all of you for 
joining us and for taking part in the discussion; the success of any event depends 
greatly on the active participation of all our Members and it is clear from today how 
important this is to all of us. 

Finally, I would like to particularly thank the Business Committee for putting forward 
the idea of this Symposium and overseeing its development and of course for all the 
staff here in the Round Room of the Mansion House who worked hard to make it 
happen. 

In terms of European Union Affairs, the United Kingdom’s withdrawal is one of the 
most significant challenges facing us, and it is likely to be a slow moving and long 
process, but we as a Parliament are committed to engaging strongly in that process. 

For today though, I would like to call this Symposium to a close and invite you all to 
continue the discussion over lunch, which will be at the back of the room. 

Thank you. 


