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Foreword 

The purpose of this report is to consider the current system for the regulation, monitoring 
and inspection of installers of gas boilers operating in Ireland. The Committee became 
aware, through representations, that although this area is already the subject of regulation, 
there is evidence to suggest that some individuals presenting themselves as gas installers 
are operating outside of the law. This matter warrants serious consideration in the view of 
the Committee particularly when the potential for fatal accidents with such a combustible fuel 
is so prevalent. We were very conscious of the dangers inherent in poor gas installation and 
servicing and recall the high profile tragic death in Kinsale, a few years ago, which resulted 
from carbon monoxide poisoning following a gas leak. 

This Report is solely based on the presentations made by the invited stakeholders during the 
course of a Committee meeting which took place on 18 February 2015, and on observations 
and submissions made by Members of the Joint Committee.   

Representatives of both the Association of Plumbing & Heating Contractors Ireland and the 
Commission for Energy Regulation appeared before the Committee.  The report focuses on 
the arguments put forward by those groups.    

The Committee has made recommendations, as outlined at the end of this report, which 
were based upon the evidence presented to it at the meeting and we urge the Minister for 
Communications, Energy and Natural Resources to give serious consideration to those 
recommendations with a view to addressing any shortcomings in the current system.  

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to the Members of the Joint Committee, 
particularly those who participated in the Working Group which finalised the report.   

 

John O’Mahony T.D. 

 Chairman                                                                                                                                                     

 8 July 2015 
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1. Background 

 

At its meeting of 21 January 2015 the Joint Committee on Transport and Communications 

(“the committee”) agreed that it would examine the regulatory environment in which Irish 

installers operate. This followed on from representations received from the Association of 

Plumbing and Heating Contractors Ireland (the APHCI”) expressing grave concerns on its 

part regarding what it believes to be widespread flouting of the law regulating this sector. It is 

the view of the association that, notwithstanding the introduction of the current regulatory 

regime in 2009, thousands of gas boilers are installed in family homes and apartments 

throughout Ireland every year by individuals who are uncertified and unregistered in 

accordance with the law. It believes that widespread malpractice poses a high risk of serious 

accidents and even death. 

As the Committee’s Terms of Reference include consideration of policy matters for which the 

Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources is officially responsible, it 

agreed that it would be appropriate for the Committee to hear evidence and report on this 

very serious matter.  

The Committee was very cognisant of the potentially devastating effects of unregulated 

individuals operating outside of the law in this sector, and the Members were unanimously of 

the view that the APHCI’s concerns should be taken seriously and that the association 

should be afforded an opportunity to highlight this issue. 

The Commission for Energy Regulation (“CER”) is responsible for the overall operation of 

the scheme for the registration of gas installers in Ireland, introduced in 2009 pursuant to 

statute. In order to fully inform its deliberations therefore, it was agreed that the Committee 

would invite representatives of both the CER and the APHCI to address its meeting on this 

subject which took place on February 18th 2015. 
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2. Executive Summary 

 

As provided by the Energy (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006, only registered gas 

installers may undertake “gas works”, including the installation, servicing or repair of a 

natural gas boiler used by a domestic customer. Since 2009, the Commission for Energy 

Regulation (“CER”) has exercised statutory responsibility for the regulation of gas installers 

with respect to safety and oversees the Register of Gas Installers of Ireland. The CER 

carries out annual inspections of registered installers and is empowered to prosecute non-

registered individuals who carry out gas works. 

Notwithstanding this regulatory regime, it was clear to the Committee from the evidence 

presented to it that illegal activity continues to take place and that many boilers are being 

installed by individuals operating outside of the law.  

However, there was no consensus amongst the stakeholders as to the extent of this 

problem. The Association of Plumbing and Heating Contractors Ireland (the “APHCI”) 

outlined to the Committee its concerns regarding what it described as a grave situation 

facing the gas industry in Ireland. It is concerned with ensuring the safety of the industry and 

believes that lives are at risk because of the failure of the regulatory system. According to its 

estimates, some 100,000 illegal boilers have been installed since the current regulatory 

system was introduced in Ireland in June 2009. It believes the market is awash with illegal 

operators, which is driving legitimate operators out of business. The APHCI claimed that 

30,000 gas boilers are sold in the State each year but only 12,000 certificates are returned – 

in accordance with the law – in respect of these. The Commission for Energy Regulation 

(“CER”), however, cautioned that there are currently no verifiable statistics as to the number 

of boilers sold annually in Ireland. 

The Joint Committee therefore recommends that an independent expert or consultant be 

appointed to conduct a thorough investigation of this sector in order to arrive at a truer 

picture of the extent of illegal activity taking place. Part of this individual’s remit could also be 

to make recommendations as to how best to address problems identified in his or her 

findings, in light of international best practice. 

Some Committee Members suggested that this problem could be addressed by a 

requirement that merchants be only permitted to sell boilers to registered gas installers. The 

CER noted that it has engaged with merchants to see if they would be willing on a voluntary 

basis to only sell boilers and appliance parts to individuals who are registered, but that it 

does not have the legislative power to make such a requirement mandatory. It does, 

however, consider the suggestion worth exploring.  

The Joint Committee therefore recommends that consideration be given to a legislative 

change providing that gas boilers only be sold to registered gas installers, or to consumers 

who provide evidence of having engaged a registered individual to carry out the necessary 
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installation. Consideration might also be given to making it a legislative requirement that 

merchants would be obliged to publicly display material at points of sale to reinforce the 

message to the public of the benefits of using a registered gas installer. 

Access to the transcripts of the Committee debates on the subject matter are available on 

the Oireachtas website (www.oireachtas.ie) and, if you are reading an online copy of the 

Report, the transcripts are hyperlinked to the Oireachtas website on page 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.oireachtas.ie/


Joint Committee on Transport and Communications

 

10 

 

 

3. Stakeholders’ Views 

 

Association of Plumbing and Heating Contractors Ireland 

The Association of Plumbing and Heating Contractors Ireland (hereafter the “APHCI”) 

outlined to the Committee its concerns regarding what it described as a grave situation 

facing the gas industry in Ireland. It is concerned with ensuring the safety of the industry and 

believes that lives are at risk because of the failure of the regulatory system. 

The Association stated that it has tried for over two years to engage with the regulator to find 

a solution. There is a need for proactive policing and severe penalties for those who break 

the law. These are not currently in place. In the absence of this, we are facing serious 

fatalities, with thousands of people's lives at risk. The APHCI’s members are deeply 

concerned and hoping for the assistance of the committee and for a positive outcome from 

its deliberations in order to prevent a major crisis. 

The APHCI set out a number of facts from its perspective that, it believes, are pertinent to 

this issue, including those relating to the illegal operations of natural gas systems installers: 

Some 100,000 illegal boilers have been installed since the current regulatory system was 

introduced in Ireland in June 2009. Some of the potential accidents could kill. The market is 

awash with illegal operators and there is a loss of revenue to the State as a consequence. It 

is driving legitimate operators out of business. There are 30,000 gas boilers sold each year. 

Some 12,000 of these are certified. It is a legal requirement of the legislation that they be 

certified.  By law, the certificates are supposed to be returned to the RGII within ten days of 

the completion of installation.  

On 13 February 2015, the number of registered gas installers in the Republic of Ireland was 

2,775. By comparison, the number of registered gas installers in Northern Ireland is 2,000. 

The market in the Republic is obviously far bigger than that in Northern Ireland. In its 2009 

tender document, the Commission for Energy Regulation (hereafter “the CER”) said there 

were 4,984 gas installers in the Republic. There are 650,000 gas customers in the Republic, 

yet fewer than 6,000 boiler replacement certificates are returned to the Register of Gas 

Installers of Ireland (“RGII”) each year. The APHCI extrapolates from this statistic that a gas 

boiler is being replaced, on average, once every 108 years.  

According to the APHCI, the CER published a report for the Minister on safety cut-offs and 

disconnections. According to figures in that report for 2011, two years after the scheme 

came in, safety disconnections were up 133%. Safety disconnections occur where 

somebody has a problem in their home. When they telephone Gas Networks Ireland, 

somebody calls out to them within 25 minutes. If they find a problem internally in the house 

they will safely disconnect.  

In 2012, it was suggested to the APHCI by the chairman of Register of Gas Installers of 

Ireland (RGII) that it should look into the number of boilers sold in Ireland. That year, Mr. 
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Dermott Jewell, of the Consumers’ Association of Ireland, carried out an independent survey 

and contacted the six main manufacturers of gas boilers. Mr. Jewell discovered that these 

brands had sold 27,500 boilers in 2011. 

Under legislation, the APHCI noted that CER has responsibility for putting in place what is 

supposed to be a comprehensive system of safety. In June 2009, it set up RGII, whose remit 

is to regulate registered gas installers. With regard to the investigation of complaints made to 

it, it is not responsible for identifying illegal works or installers. This is a fundamental flaw in 

the system, according to the APHCI. It believes that no one takes responsibility for 

proactively identifying illegal works and operators. The system is not like that in Northern 

Ireland, where the inspector actively seeks to identify people who are carrying out illegal 

works. 

For over three years, the APHCI had, it stated, been talking to the CER and RGII about the 

scale of illegal and black-market operations. In 2014, after years of denying the problem, in 

the view of the APHCI, the CER acknowledged that action was needed. Despite this 

acknowledgement, it feels that nothing has really happened since, and little action has been 

taken. The CER produced a paper recently entitled Regulation of the Gas Installer Industry 

with respect to Safety. In 2016 the RGII’s contract will be up for renewal. In the document, 

which was published in late 2014, the CER expressed the view that, in general, the scheme 

has worked effectively to regulate gas installers from a safety perspective. The APHCI finds 

this conclusion to be unacceptable. It states that it has invested considerable time in seeking 

change but currently sees no prospect of it happening. 

In the view of the APHCI, an independent public inquiry should be established to finally 

establish the facts. We need proactive policing, not advertising. Whilst the CER running 

advertisements about the dangers of carbon monoxide and about always using a registered 

gas installer is fine in itself, there is a practical need to go beyond this and have inspectors 

proactively seek out illegal operators and illegal works. A systematic approach is required to 

tackle the 18,000 uncertified boilers that are sold annually. We need to have sufficient 

penalties for those who break the law.  

According to the APHCI there have been about ten or eleven prosecutions since 2009 for 

failure to register in accordance with the law. The majority of those prosecuted, as far as it is 

aware, have been given the Probation Act. Their names have not been published and they 

have received fines in the region of €250. This lack of a real deterrent encourages people 

not to register. At the end of the court process, that person can still become registered. 

There is nothing to stop individuals from becoming registered even during the course of 

being prosecuted. 

The association believes that legislation is required to restrict the sale of boilers to registered 

gas installers only. Every boiler that is produced and brought into this country has a unique 

reference number that can be traced by the manufacturers. It is possible for that number to 

be taken by a supplier, when it is sold over the counter, and entered into a database. That 

information can then be used to identify and contact the installer to ensure the certificate was 

issued and establish where that boiler was installed. From that information, inspections could 

be carried out in people's homes. The capacity to do this is already in place. No home 
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should be insured unless it has certification for the gas boiler. This is already the case with 

alarms and others such items. 

As regards random inspections, the APHCI states that registered gas installers are only 

inspected once a year at present. It is done by appointment, and they get to choose where 

they meet the inspector. Nobody from RGII will proactively seek to identify illegal workers 

outside of those inspections.  

In conclusion, the APHCI believes that the current system of registration, inspection and 

enforcement is not fit for purpose. A recent survey it carried out of registered gas installers 

showed that 98% said they have no confidence in the CER or the regulatory system. Some 

95% said they had no confidence in the RGII, and 98% said they would like an independent 

public inquiry. The system simply allows illegals to go unhindered, with little or no chance of 

being prosecuted. A level playing field must be achieved with a proactive approach to finding 

illegal installers. The association requests that the Joint Committee provide an independent 

consultant to investigate the regulatory system. 

 

Commission for Energy Regulation 

Representatives of the Commission for Energy Regulation (hereafter the “CER”), welcomed 

the opportunity to raise public awareness of safety issues and made a number of 

observations: All aspects of the gas supply chain are subject to safety regulations - that is, 

from the well to the burner tip. Gas is essentially a safe fuel in Ireland and gas customers 

can be assured in terms of safety that work undertaken by a registered gas installer, whether 

installation, service or replacement of a boiler, will be of a very high standard.  

The commission noted three key points about using registered gas installers: First, those 

gas installers are on the register because they have been deemed competent to be there; 

second, they are insured; third, they are subject to audit and inspection by the RGII. That is 

the assurance gas users can take from using a registered gas installer. Nevertheless, the 

CER operates on the basis of continuous improvement. The schemes it runs are subject to 

continual review in order to determine where improvements can be made.  

There are three key facets to the overall RGII scheme.  First, the commission relies on 

communication - making the public aware of the general dangers associated with gas and 

with installation that is not carried out by a competent installer. Second, it carries out 

prosecutions of unregistered gas installers who install or carry out servicing on a gas 

installation or who portray themselves as a registered gas installer. Both of these are 

criminal offences for which it has powers to prosecute. The third aspect of the regulatory 

scheme is registration, the means by which it ensures people can be portrayed as registered 

gas installers and, therefore, people can have confidence in using them to carry out gas 

works. 

All functions pertaining to the registered gas installers scheme stem from the Energy 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006. It is a creature of statute and operates within the legal 
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framework that is in place. The CER is responsible for the overall operation of the scheme. It 

defines works that can only be carried out by a registered gas installer and has the power to 

define gas works which are restricted to registered gas installers. It undertakes prosecutions 

of people who carry out gasworks when they are not registered gas installers and those who 

portray themselves as registered gas installers when they are not. The CER also undertakes 

audits and inspections of the gas safety supervisory body, RGII. Through public consultation 

and engagement with various stakeholders, it makes decisions on the overall RGII scheme 

criteria. Recently, it completed a consultation on the criteria for the scheme. 

The commission carries out activities to raise public awareness about the dangers 

associated with carbon monoxide and the need to use a registered and competent installer 

when getting any fuel-burning appliances serviced or changed. The RGII is under contract to 

the CER to provide the day-to-day operation of the scheme. It maintains and publishes the 

register of gas installers and it is its job to ensure all applicants to join the register have 

attained the appropriate qualifications and hold insurance. One common reason for an 

installer to be suspended temporarily is that he or she does not have insurance. RGII also 

undertakes audit and inspection of installers on at least an annual basis. It will also 

investigate complaints where members of the public or gas customers make a complaint 

against a registered gas installer. 

When the voluntary registration scheme operated, it had between 500 and 600 installers on 

its register. Since the scheme became statutory, the number has risen to 3,000 registered 

gas installers. The majority of certificates sold are servicing certificates. There is a disparity 

between the number of certificates sold and the number returned to RGII. Recent initiatives 

have been put in place which, it is hoped, will address this issue and the CER has already 

seen improvement in terms of certificates returned. 

A key building block of the scheme, a representative of the CER pointed out, is its reliance 

on the public to act as the police, as it were, on the ground. It is important for the success of 

the scheme that the general public be aware of why the scheme is in place, its benefits and 

what people can do to protect their families and their homes. The CER, in conjunction with 

RGII and other stakeholders, participates in several publicity campaigns on a yearly basis. 

These are designed to focus on the key message, which it tries to get across to the general 

public in an accessible manner. Essentially, the message is to use a registered gas installer 

to carry out work at home as it is a legal requirement. It also advertises through public 

engagement how people can contact it if they suspect work has been carried out in their 

home which is substandard or carried out by unregistered workers. Whenever it has a 

successful prosecution, it will advertise that fact as it will act as a further deterrent against 

illegal activity. 

Prior to 2009, when the CER took over this legal responsibility, a voluntary scheme was in 

place with only 800 people participating in it. Now it is a legal requirement. Due to the work 

done on public engagement, awareness of the RGII and its benefits has increased over time, 

reaching a level of 69% among natural gas users. 

It is a legal requirement for people who are undertaking gas works in the home to be 

registered. It is also illegal for a person to claim he or she is a registered gas installer when 
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that is not the case. Penalties have been laid out in legislation for these offences. On 

indictment, there is a fine of €15,000 and the potential for three years’ imprisonment and, on 

summary conviction, a €5,000 fine and six months’ imprisonment. The CER has put much 

effort over the past two years into strengthening the work it does in the enforcement 

area.  All complaints notified to the CER are investigated. It does not tolerate illegal activity 

and it investigates all complaints. The number of successful prosecutions has been 

increasing. In 2014, there were seven successful prosecutions. In total, the CER had, at the 

time of the meeting in February, 45 ongoing case files. That compares quite favourably with 

Northern Ireland, which has no such prosecutions. It also compares very favourably with the 

UK given the number of gas installers. The commission has never yet brought a prosecution 

that has not been successful. Whenever it is successful with a prosecution, it has strived to 

attract as much publicity as possible relating to the offences that were committed and has 

had a good deal of success in getting these prosecutions publicised in trade journals and 

newspapers. 

Complaints can be made to the CER in three ways, all of which it will investigate. People can 

contact the commission anonymously, so if anyone suspects anybody of conducting illegal 

activity, there is a phone number they can call. They can also make contact with the RGII 

through the website or by writing directly. All complaints are recorded and can be made 

anonymously. 

The CER noted that it must balance the level of resources it puts into enforcement and audit 

and inspection. As was mentioned in the previous presentation, whenever anybody contacts 

the organisation with ideas about how it can focus more on enforcement, it always looks into 

these ideas. In its recent consultation, people suggested that the CER should concentrate 

more on public awareness. That is something it is committed to doing. Initiatives have been 

suggested in respect of restricting the sale of gas boilers or appliances to those who are 

registered. That is not within the CER’s legislative remit but, on a voluntary basis, it has 

contacted all DIY suppliers in order that they can advertise the scheme and in order that they 

might consider agreeing to sell boilers and appliance parts only to those who are registered. 

The CER had undertaken its recent consultation because the scheme had been operating 

for up to seven years and it is now about to go to tender for a new gas safety supervisory 

body to run the scheme. It had a lot of meetings with stakeholders, including the association, 

in relation to how the scheme was operating. It also received over 20 responses in respect of 

the scheme and how it was perceived. The CER remains committed not only to the scheme 

as it is, but to improving the scheme constantly, continuing its focus on enforcement, the 

work it has done on returning the completed certificates, constant engagement with 

stakeholders about how the scheme can be improved, and monitoring the gas safety 

supervisory body going forward in respect of key performance indicators such as how 

quickly it is resolving complaints, etc. The CER reiterated that it is committed to tackling 

illegal activity and any deficiencies in the scheme. Anyone who suspects that illegal activity 

is taking place should address their complaints anonymously or otherwise to the RGII or by 

using a dedicated phone number. 
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4. Recommendations of the Committee 

 

A. It is clear from the evidence presented to the Committee that, despite the regulatory 

regime in place in Ireland since 2009 requiring the registration of gas boiler installers, 

illegal activity continues to take place and many boilers are being installed by 

individuals operating outside of the law. However, there was no consensus amongst 

the stakeholders as to the extent of the problem, and there are considerable 

shortcomings in terms of knowledge in this area. The Joint Committee therefore 

recommends that an independent expert or consultant be appointed to conduct a 

thorough investigation of this sector in order to arrive at a truer picture of the extent of 

illegal activity taking place. Part of this individual’s remit could also be to make 

recommendations as to how best to address problems identified in his or her 

findings, in light of international best practice. 

 

B. The Joint Committee recommends that consideration be given to a legislative change 

providing that gas boilers only be sold to registered gas installers, or to consumers 

who provide evidence of having engaged a registered individual to carry out the 

necessary installation. A legislative requirement might also be considered in order to 

make it mandatory for merchants to publicly display material at points of sale to 

reinforce the message to the public of the benefits of using a registered gas installer. 

 

C. The Joint Committee would urge Insurance Ireland to engage with the Commission 

for Energy Regulation in relation to the APHCI suggestion that the provision of home 

insurance be made conditional upon persons seeking insurance cover providing 

evidence, where applicable, of gas boilers being installed and serviced by registered 

gas installers. 

 

 

D. The current scheme for the registration of gas installers deals only with the 

competence of those installing in domestic settings and does not require individuals 

to be registered in the case of commercial premises. The Joint Committee is of the 

view that the Registered Gas Installer Scheme ought to be extended to include Non-

Domestic Gas Works.  

 

 

 

 



Joint Committee on Transport and Communications

 

16 

 

E. The cost of subscriptions payable by APHCI members to the RGII at €175 (€50 for a 

trainee) per annum should be reviewed to establish if it is an impediment to illegal 

installers registering.  The cost of certificates for the servicing of appliances (type 3), 

boiler replacement (type 2) and new boiler fit (type 1) should also be reviewed to 

ensure they are equitable, while the wording on the certificates might be improved.  
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5. Terms of Reference of the Committee 

 
a. Functions of the Committee – derived from Standing Orders [DSO 82A; SSO 70A] 
 
(1)  The Select Committee shall consider and report to the Dáil on— 

(a) such aspects of the expenditure, administration and policy of the 
relevant Government Department or Departments and associated public 
bodies as the Committee may select, and 

(b) European Union matters within the remit of the relevant Department or 
Departments. 

(2)  The Select Committee may be joined with a Select Committee appointed by 
Seanad Éireann to form a Joint Committee for the purposes of the functions set 
out below, other than at paragraph (3), and to report thereon to both Houses of 
the Oireachtas. 

(3)  Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (1), the Select Committee shall 
consider, in respect of the relevant Department or Departments, such— 

(a) Bills, 

(b) proposals contained in any motion, including any motion within the 
meaning of Standing Order 164, 

(c) Estimates for Public Services, and 

(d) other matters as shall be referred to the Select Committee by the Dáil, 
and 

(e) Annual Output Statements, and 

(f) such Value for Money and Policy Reviews as the Select Committee may 
select. 

(4)  The Joint Committee may consider the following matters in respect of the 
relevant Department or Departments and associated public bodies, and report 
thereon to both Houses of the Oireachtas: 

(a) matters of policy for which the Minister is officially responsible, 

(b) public affairs administered by the Department, 

(c) policy issues arising from Value for Money and Policy Reviews 
conducted or commissioned by the Department, 

(d) Government policy in respect of bodies under the aegis of the 
Department, 

(e) policy issues concerning bodies which are partly or wholly funded by the 
State or which are established or appointed by a member of the 
Government or the Oireachtas, 

(f) the general scheme or draft heads of any Bill published by the Minister, 
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(g) statutory instruments, including those laid or laid in draft before either 
House or both Houses and those made under the European 
Communities Acts 1972 to 2009, 

(h) strategy statements laid before either or both Houses of the Oireachtas 
pursuant to the Public Service Management Act 1997, 

(i) annual reports or annual reports and accounts, required by law, and laid 
before either or both Houses of the Oireachtas, of the Department or 
bodies referred to in paragraph (4)(d) and (e) and the overall operational 
results, statements of strategy and corporate plans of such bodies, and 

(j) such other matters as may be referred to it by the Dáil and/or Seanad 
from time to time. 

(5) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (1), the Joint Committee shall 
consider, in respect of the relevant Department or Departments— 

(a) EU draft legislative acts standing referred to the Select Committee under 
Standing Order 105, including the compliance of such acts with the 
principle of subsidiarity, 

(b) other proposals for EU legislation and related policy issues, including 
programmes and guidelines prepared by the European Commission as a 
basis of possible legislative action, 

(c) non-legislative documents published by any EU institution in relation to 
EU policy matters, and 

(d) matters listed for consideration on the agenda for meetings of the 
relevant EU Council of Ministers and the outcome of such meetings. 

(6) A sub-Committee stands established in respect of each Department within the 
remit of the Select Committee to consider the matters outlined in paragraph (3), 
and the following arrangements apply to such sub-Committees: 

(a) the matters outlined in paragraph (3) which require referral to the Select 
Committee by the Dáil may be referred directly to such sub-Committees, 
and 

(b) each such sub-Committee has the powers defined in Standing Order 83(1) 
and (2) and may report directly to the Dáil, including by way of Message 
under Standing Order 87. 

(7) The Chairman of the Joint Committee, who shall be a member of Dáil Éireann, 
shall also be the Chairman of the Select Committee and of any sub-Committee 
or Committees standing established in respect of the Select Committee. 

(8) The following may attend meetings of the Select or Joint Committee, for the 
purposes of the functions set out in paragraph (5) and may take part in 
proceedings without having a right to vote or to move motions and amendments: 

(a) Members of the European Parliament elected from constituencies in 
Ireland, including Northern Ireland, 

(b) Members of the Irish delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, and 

(c) at the invitation of the Committee, other Members of the European 
Parliament. 
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b. Scope and Context of Activities of Committees (as derived from Standing 
Orders [DSO 82; SSO 70] 

 
(1) The Joint Committee may only consider such matters, engage in such activities, 

exercise such powers and discharge such functions as are specifically authorised 
under its orders of reference and under Standing Orders.  

(2)  Such matters, activities, powers and functions shall be relevant to, and shall arise 
only in the context of, the preparation of a report to the Dáil and/or Seanad. 

(3) It shall be an instruction to all Select Committees to which Bills are referred that they 
shall ensure that not more than two Select Committees shall meet to consider a Bill 
on any given day, unless the Dáil, after due notice given by the Chairman of the 
Select Committee, waives this instruction on motion made by the Taoiseach pursuant 
to Dáil Standing Order 26. The Chairmen of Select Committees shall have 
responsibility for compliance with this instruction. 

(4) The Joint Committee shall not consider any matter which is being considered, or of 
which notice has been given of a proposal to consider, by the Committee of Public 
Accounts pursuant to Dáil Standing Order 163 and/or the Comptroller and Auditor 
General (Amendment) Act 1993. 

(5) The Joint Committee shall refrain from inquiring into in public session or publishing 
confidential information regarding any matter if so requested, for stated reasons 
given in writing, by— 

(a) a member of the Government or a Minister of State, or 

(b) the principal office-holder of a body under the aegis of a Department or 
which is partly or wholly funded by the State or established or appointed 
by a member of the Government or by the Oireachtas: 

Provided that the Chairman may appeal any such request made to the Ceann 
Comhairle / Cathaoirleach whose decision shall be final. 
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6. Hyperlink to Transcript of Committee Meeting  

 

Hyperlink to the Oireachtas website to read the transcripts of the meeting held: 

 

Meeting held on Wednesday 18th of February 2015 with the APHCI and CER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes 

http://oireachtasdebates.oireachtas.ie/Debates%20Authoring/DebatesWebPack.nsf/committeetakes/TRJ2015021800002?opendocument#D00100

