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1. Introduction 

 

The Joint Committee on the Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement agreed to send 

a delegation on an Outreach Visit to Armagh at a Committee meeting held on 23rd April 

2015.  

 

The Committee proposed that a delegation should undertake this visit as Outreach visits to 

meet the key stakeholders and organisations in Northern Ireland are a priority for the 

Committee. The Committee unanimously agreed that a visit to Armagh to visit the all 

Ireland Centre of Excellence in the provision of autism services; explore the Volunteers 

Centenary Project at the Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Library and convene a meeting with NSMC 

Officials to discuss key policy issues would be very worthwhile. The Committee has a 

consistent policy of undertaking Outreach Visits that will enhance its understanding of 

important issues and ensure that it engages with key stake holders and local communities 

which is intrinsic to its reconciliation and bridge building work. 

 

The Committee was represented on the visit by Deputies Seán Conlan, Frank Feighan 

(Chairman), Martin Ferris and Maureen O’Sullivan and Senator Jim D’Arcy. The delegation 

was accompanied by Tara Kelly, Committee Clerk and Tony McCreevy, Committee 

Secretariat. 

 

2.  Middletown Autism Centre 

 

This Centre is funded and supported by the two Departments of Education North and South. 

Mr. James G Cooper, Chief Executive; Mr. Laurence Crowley, CBE, Chairman and Mr, Jim 

Lennon, Corporate Director welcomed the delegation to Middletown Autism Centre and 

introduced the other participants.   

The delegation had a meeting with senior management and researchers at the centre, and 

parents and teachers of children with autism, north and south, who are all part of the 

Centre’s Programmes. A lively and thought provoking discussion ensued.  
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A number of key issues were raised: 

 

 The provision of services by the Centre has transformed the lives of children and their 

parents who have been able to participate on the pilot programmes. It has meant that 

children and their parents can aspire to a future where the child will fulfil his or her 

potential to the full and lead an independent life. In economic and social terms, this is a 

far better outcome for society as a whole. 

 

 Middletown is able to provide specialist training and the participating schools have 

benefitted enormously. Consideration should be given to mainstreaming the training and 

to providing specialist training as a core part of the curriculum at undergraduate level in 

the primary teacher training colleges both north and south.  

 

 The existing pilot programmes provided by Middletown Autism Centre need to be 

mainstreamed so that children throughout the island and their parents and teachers can 

benefit from the specialist expertise and training provided by the centre.  

 

 Schools and teachers need to be willing to teaching children with autism and be 

receptive to learning new ways of teaching children on the autism spectrum. Providing 

additional resources is only part of the solution. Fundamentally, it is leadership from the 

school Principal and teacher engagement that ensures a school is a welcoming place for 

children with autism. Inver NS, Donegal, for instance, is a two room, two teacher 

school, that has managed to transform one young child’s life with the assistance of 

Middletown Autism Centre. With the specialist support and the Principal’s obvious 

commitment and determination to deliver the best possible outcome for the child, a 

transformation has happened using very limited resources.  

 

 The Centre is now recognised internationally for its research capabilities and this has 

been recognised by numerous awards. This recognition benefits the Centre in that it has 

access to international research and best practice in the field that can be utilised in the 

delivery of services and courses. 
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The delegation was given a guided tour of the facility which proved to be a very beneficial 

and productive experience. It gave the delegation an opportunity to witness at first hand 

the nature of the work being undertaken. The Committee had the opportunity to meet 

Padraig, the aforementioned young student from Inver NS and his parents. All three were 

truly inspirational people who have responded very bravely to considerable challenges. 

 

The delegation was very impressed by what is unquestionably a world class facility. They 

were equally impressed by the dedicated and highly talented individuals who work in a 

spirit of innovative partnership. Their expertise and creativity is channelled into autism 

interventions that make huge and positive difference to the lives of the children and their 

parents.  

 

The Committee delegation, in summing up, expressed how impressed they were by the 

quality of work carried out by the Centre and recommended that it be supported further so 

that it can be utilised to the maximum extent possible. 

3. Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Library & Archive. 

The Committee also visited the Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Library & Archive. This project has 

been funded by the Reconciliation Fund. 

Mr. Roddy Hegarty, Director and Mr. Dónal McAnallan, Outreach Officer for Volunteer’s 

Centenary Project, welcomed the delegation and proceeded to give a history of the library 

and guided tour of the Irish Volunteers Centenary Project. This is an oral history project to 

digitise the recordings carried out by Fr. Louis O’Kane in the 1960s and early 1970s of those 

who were active in the War of Independence.  The project has been funded by the 

Reconciliation Fund of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

The Committee heard a number of voice recordings, including a fascinating recording of 

Kathleen Clarke, widow of Tom Clarke, who described her initial reluctance to return to 

Ireland and be part of the revolution. She then continues with some very insightful and 

pertinent political observations on the period.  
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A number of key issues were raised: 

 The library is the repository for valuable and precious material and needs to be 

resourced properly to continue to undertake the important work. 

 The valuable material it holds, including the voice recordings, should ideally be brought 

to a wider audience. There is obvious potential in the material to be used as part of the 

secondary school history curriculum and as a means of enthusing young people to study 

history. It also has potential in the context of the forthcoming 1916 commemoration 

events. 

4. North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) Offices. 

 

The Joint Committee delegation then visited the NSMC office in Armagh.  It was an 

informal meeting which was attended by the by the Southern and Northern Joint 

Secretaries, Mr. Shane O’Neill and Mr. Colm Shannon and their relevant Officials.  The 

wide-ranging discussion examined transport infrastructure in the border region; the 

possibility of a cross-border air ambulance service; all-island cooperation in the health 

sector; the implications of the recent BSE case in Co. Louth; the obstacles to all-island 

labelling of food products; the opportunities presented for North/South cooperation by 

Horizon 2020 and other EU funding sources; tackling fuel laundering and cross-border 

smuggling, particularly as regards fuel, alcohol and cigarettes; the Corporate Tax rate in 

Northern Ireland; the recent work of Foras na Gaeilge; and the implications of Brexit for 

the island. 

The Committee members were particularly interested in opportunities to develop cross-

border Greenways and the work that Waterways Ireland is undertaking to develop 

further the canal system throughout the island to bring greater economic benefits. 

Examples of proposed initiatives include, inter alia, The Ulster Canal Project and the 

exciting plans to develop the Spencer Dock area in Dublin.  
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5. Conclusion. 

 

The delegation intends to ensure that the Joint Committee on the Implementation of the 

Good Friday Agreement hopes to proactively engage with the organisations in a spirit of 

partnership into the future. The Committee can learn valuable lessons from the work 

carried out by the organisations and in return, the Committee may be able to assist 

Middletown Autism Centre and Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Library in developing contacts 

with State Agencies and seeking recognition and publicity for new innovative projects.  

 

The delegation would like to thank Mr. James Cooper and Mr. Jim Lennon, Middletown 

Autism Centre; Mr. Roddy Hegarty and Mr. Dónal McAnallan, Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich 

Library & Archive, for briefing us on the important work they are undertaking at their 

respective Centres. The delegation would also like to thank the other staff of Middletown 

Autism Centre for engaging with it so positively and for all their hospitality and 

assistance. The delegation learned a lot from the visits which were truly thought 

provoking and inspiring. The delegation would also like to express its gratitude to the 

staff of the North South Ministerial Council, particularly, Ms. Margaret Stanley, Mr. Shane 

O’Neill and Mr. Colm Shannon, for preparing the agenda and briefing the delegation in 

such a comprehensive way.  

 

Finally, the delegation would like to acknowledge the courage and tenacity of Oisín, 

Marcus, Curtis, Padraig and their parents in fighting for a better life with the help of 

inspirational teachers. The delegation was very grateful and, indeed humbled that the 

parents were prepared to share their childrens stories about the positive impact 

Middletown has had on their lives. It took a great deal of bravery and strength of 

character to do that but it made all the difference to the visit. It has had a real and 

lasting impact on all of those who were there that day.  
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Appendix 1 

Members of the Delegation  

 
 

 

 
Frank Feighan TD 

(FG) (Chair) 

 
Seán Conlan TD 

(FG) 

 
Martin Ferris TD 

(SF) 

 
Maureen O’Sullivan TD 

(Ind) 

 

Sen Jim D’Arcy 

(FG) 
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APPENDIX 2 
            

 

 Programme for Visit 

 

 

09.00 am  Depart Leinster House (Merrion Square entrance)  

 

10.30 am Arrival at Middletown Autism Centre (by coach) 

Meeting with staff and Tour of Centre 

 

12.30 pm      Lunch 

  

13.45 pm      Depart Centre 

 

14.15 pm Arrival at Cardinal Cardinal Thomás Ó’Fiaich Memorial Library to explore 

the Irish Volunteers Centenary Project 

 

15.00 pm    Depart library 

 

15.30 pm      Meeting at the North South Ministerial Offices with Officials.  

 

17.00 pm Departure. 
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APPENDIX 3 
 
 
 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on the Implementation of the Good Friday Agreement 

Outreach Visit to Armagh, 18 June 2015 

Overall Steer  

 

The Committee’s engagements on this outreach trip to Armagh will include a visit to 

Middletown Centre for Autism, the Cardinal Thomas O’Fiaich Memorial Library to view the 

Irish Volunteers Centenary Project, and a meeting with officials at the North South Ministerial 

Council.  

 

Middletown Centre for Autism 

Middletown Autism Centre was established as an all-island Centre for Excellence for Children 

with Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD) by the Department of Education and the Department of 

Education and Science. Its establishment was formally recognised by the North-South 

Ministerial Council in 2002. The Centre aims to provide, on an all-island basis, expert advice 

and guidance on best practice in diagnosis, teacher training, parental support and education plans 

for children affected by ASD. It also includes a research and resource facility for ASD and other 

difficulties including dyslexia. It is jointly funded by the Department of Education and the 

Department of Education and Science. The Committee’s visit will be an opportunity to meet with 

staff and tour the Centre. Following this, lunch will be provided at the Centre.  

 

Cardinal Thomas O’Fiaich Memorial Library and Archive 

The Committee will next travel to the Cardinal Thomas O’Fiaich Memorial Library and Archive, 

which has in the past received funding from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s 

Reconciliation Fund. It is an independent library and archive, which holds important collections 

relating to Irish history, the Irish language, ecclesiastical history, the Irish abroad and Irish sport.  

The Library is hosting the Irish Volunteers Centenary Project, which showcases the now 

digitised interviews conducted by the late Fr. Louis O’Kane with veterans of the 1913 – 1923 

revolutionary period. The collection includes a recording of Kathleen Clarke speaking of the 

execution of her husband Thomas Clarke and other insurrectionists in 1916. Other interviewees 

recount their experiences of the war of independence and the civil war. The collection also 

includes photos, documents and ephemera of the period. Members will receive a tour of the 

library and will be shown a selection of material.  

 

Visit to NSMC Secretariat  

In the afternoon the Members will visit the secretariat of the North South Ministerial Council. 

The Members will have an opportunity to meet the officials of the Secretariat, who will give a 

read-out of the recent NSMC Plenary meeting in Dublin Castle on 5 June, which covered a range 

of issues of interest to the Committee including economic growth, job creation, EU Funding, 

cross-border smuggling and fuel laundering, and the North West Gateway Initiative.  

Officials have been made aware that the Committee has a particular interest in special needs 

education and health cooperation, and there will also be an opportunity to discuss recent 

developments in the North/ South Bodies.  

 
Laoise Moore-Durajczyk 

Committee Secretariat 

16 June 2014   
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APPENDIX 4 
 

 
 

Background brief for Joint Committee on the Implementation of the 

Good Friday Agreement visit  

18 June 2015  
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1. Background to the Centre 

Middletown Centre for Autism was established as part of a range of education policy initiatives 

arising from the Good Friday Agreement.  The Centre was opened in March 2007 to deliver 

educational services on an all-island basis for children with complex autism, their parents and 

families and the education professionals who work with them. 

 

The creation of the Centre reflects the commitment by the Department of Education and 

Department of Education and Skills to the development of services for those young people with 

more complex autism and long term needs. Funding is provided equally by the two Departments 

to support the Centre in its provision of specialist support and services not currently available to 

the education sector in either jurisdiction. 

The overall aim for the Centre is to “support the promotion of excellence throughout Northern 

Ireland and Ireland in the education of children and young people with autism”.  

The plans for the Centre’s development have been comprehensively reviewed in 2010 and 2011 

by both departments while simultaneously the services provided by MCA were the subject of a 

joint inspection (by Education Inspectors from both jurisdictions) to ascertain their quality and 

effectiveness. 

The inspection concluded that the quality of the provision for educational assessment, training 

and research in the Centre is “outstanding”. 

At the North South Ministerial Council education meeting of 15 June 2012, the Council 

announced that there would be “a limited expansion of services delivered by the Middletown 

Centre for Autism and the focus on ensuring a sustainable future for the Centre” 

The Centre is established under the Companies (Northern Ireland) Orders 1986 to 1990 as a 

company limited by guarantee.  The objects of the Centre are set out in Section 3 of the 

Memorandum and Articles of Association.   

 

The Ministers of Education (north) and Education and Skills (south) are accountable to their 

respective legislatures for the activities and performance of the Centre. 

 

2. The Centre: A Specialist Provider of Autism Services throughout Ireland. 

The Centre has been established primarily as a specialist second level service provider to work in 

partnership with existing statutory and voluntary providers to develop and provide specialist 

autism services primarily in the education sectors. The Centre is highly innovative in providing a 

cohesive, trans-disciplinary learning support and assessment service combined with research and 

training services together with opportunities for family support and professional development. 

The Centre’s vision and mission 

The Centre has as its vision “To enhance the lives of children and young people with autism, and 

their families, through the delivery of specialist educational services” 
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The Centre has adopted as its mission the concept of promoting excellence throughout Northern 

Ireland and Ireland in the education of children and young people with autism in partnership with 

families and existing services. The Centre exists to help children, parents and the people who 

work with them make best use of educational opportunities available throughout the island of 

Ireland. 

Supporting education policy in N Ireland and Ireland 

The Centre delivers the same value of services in both N Ireland and Ireland; some services are 

delivered on an all-island basis whilst each department commissions other services specific to 

the needs of their jurisdiction, reflecting current policy priorities. 

Delivering Effective North South Autism Services 

Since 2007 the Centre has developed an effective programme of work spanning both 

jurisdictions and has gained recognition as an all-Ireland body providing specialist services to 

discerning client groups. The north/south aspect of the Centre’s programmes has enabled 

expertise to be developed and shared through extensive joint working and co-operation.  

The Centre has worked to enhance and add value to existing practice and enable services across 

the island of Ireland to benefit from the Centre’s expertise and training provision. It has forged 

effective partnerships with key players in education throughout Ireland. 

The blend of professionals, from health and education backgrounds, employed in the Centre 

lends itself to the development of specialist courses and work which complement the work and 

services offered by other education partners.  

3. The Services offered by the Centre 

The Centre has since 2007 been delivering a range of innovative services within the framework 

of its three core services:- 

 A Training  and Advisory Service 

 A Learning Support and Assessment  Service 

 A Research and Information Service 

The Centre has identified three core groups of clients for whom it develops and offer services to; 

 Children and young people on the autism spectrum 

 Parents (and guardians) of children and young people on the autism spectrum. The 

Centre’s work with this group is provided within an educational context 

  Professionals working in the autism sector, mainly those based in the education sector 

but including some health professionals who are school based.  

The Centre has to date built its success in delivering services on three main foundations; 

 

 The development of specialist services not available to the education sectors in either 

jurisdiction  

 The integration of these services with those provided by   mainstream education providers 

and  
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 Flexibility of delivery to clients in terms of location and time. 

 

 

Outcomes – since 2008 to June 2015 

Training provided 

13,372 Professionals from Ireland trained 

16,660 Professionals from Northern Ireland trained 

3635 Parents from Northern Ireland have availed of training 

12,378 parents from Ireland have availed of training 

 

Research output 

17 research bulletins available 

Two major research projects completed 

A successful international conference in January 2015 with 1043 attendees over 2 days 

Research based resources developed for use in schools and available on line 

Contribution to DE and DES Planning for delivery of autism services 
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Working with Children 

71     Children in Northern Ireland referred on a rolling basis since January 2011 

3        Whole schools provided with direct support 

790   Children supported through whole school approach 

14     Children supported in Ireland from 2014 

Our Board 

Chairman – Dr Laurence Crowley CBE 

Dr Laurence Crowley CBE is Chairman. He is a former Governor of the Bank of Ireland and the 

founding Executive Chairman of the UCD Michael Smurfit Business School.  He is the former 

Chairman of Gaisce the President’s Award and Chairman of a number of Irish companies. He 

also serves as Chairman of the Centre’s Finance and Personnel Committee. 

Vice-Chairperson – Professor Mary Hanratty CBE 

Professor Mary Hanratty CBE has worked as Director of Nursing and Midwifery Education for 

the Southern and Eastern Health and Social Services Boards, where she was involved in 

developing education programmes for nurses involved in the care of children and young people 

with autism. She is a Non Executive Director with the Northern Ireland Ambulance Trust and 

serves on the Centre’s Finance and Personnel Committee and Service Development Committee.  

Mr Leo Kinsella 

Mr Leo Kinsella is the Local Health Manager with the Health Service Executive for the 

Cavan/Monaghan area and is responsible for all primary, community and continuing care 

services in the two counties. He has held a number of senior managerial appointments in the 

Health Sector and serves on the Centre’s Planning and Buildings and Audit and Governance 

Committees. 

Mr Harry Mullan 

Mr Harry Mullan has served as a Non Executive Director and Chairman in Health and Social 

Services and Education Boards in Northern Ireland. He has experience of addressing the needs of 

children with special needs through his work in education and health. He is Chairman of the 

Centre’s Audit and Governance Committee.  

Mr Michael Travers 

Mr Michael Travers is a retired School Inspector.  He joined the Inspectorate in 1998 and retired 

at the end of September 2010.  Prior to this he was principal of St. Michael’s House Special 

School, Raheny, a special school for children with moderate general learning disability.  He was 

widely recognised for his knowledge and expertise in Special Education and was assigned to the 

Special Education Business Unit of the Inspectorate for most of his career.  As well as Inspection 

work in schools, Michael provided information and advice to Special Education Sections of the 
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Department in relation to litigation issues and Special Education policy.  Michael was a member 

of the Inspection Team that produced the report An Evaluation of Education Provision for 

Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorders 2006. He also served on the NCCA committee on 

Special Education and contributed to a number of international projects that were organised by 

the European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education.  In 2014 he was awarded a 

Master in Philosophy degree for postgraduate work in special education undertaken in St 

Patrick's College, Dublin City University.  Mr Travers serves on the Centre’s Service 

Development and Audit and Governance Committee. 

Mrs Goretti Newell  

Mrs Goretti Newell is the former principal of St Patrick’s Boys National School, Hollypark, Co 

Dublin and Schools Programme Manager with Special Olympics Ireland. She is a Board member 

of Willow Park School, Blackrock Co Dublin and Ballyowen Meadows Special School, which is 

under the auspices of Beechpark Services for children with Autism. She serves on the Centre’s 

Planning and Buildings Committee and is Chair of the Service Development Committee. 

Mrs Daphne O Kane 

Mrs Daphne O’Kane has extensive experience of working with children with Autism Spectrum 

Disorders as a School Principal and when she was Head of Pre-School Services for Children 

with Special Education Needs in Bromley Education Department and through her membership of 

the Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal. She serves on the Centre’s Planning and 

Buildings Committee, the Service Development and Audit and Governance Committees.  

Mr James O’ Grady 

Mr James O’Grady is a Policy Advisor within the Department of Health and Children.  He is a 

former Director of Disability Services with the Mid Western Health Board, from 2000-2003 and 

was Assistant Chief Executive with the same Board from 2003-2004.  On the establishment of 

the HSE in January 2005 he was appointed National Manager, Disability.  Within his current 

post Mr O’Grady has chaired a number of working groups set up to develop a number of national 

policies and strategies on various disability services.  He has also led a number of cross-

departmental groups tasked with developing joint strategies in relation to early intervention 

services for children with developmental delay, including children with autism.  Mr O’Grady has 

worked collaboratively with the Department of Education and Skills in developing both the 

competencies and strategies to support children with special needs in the education system and 

he has also worked with the Department of the Environment in developing a Housing strategy 

for persons with a disability. He serves on the Centre’s Planning and Buildings and Finance and 

Personnel Committees. 

Mrs Ethel Ruddock 

Mrs Ethel Ruddock has a background in education and she was responsible for training and 

support for new Principals, Vice Principals, Beginning Teachers, School Senior Management 

Teams and Board of Governors in the South Eastern Education and Library Board area. Through 

this work she developed a considerable understanding of the needs of children with autism and 

their teachers. She is a member of the Centre’s Finance and Personnel Committee, Service 

Development Committee as well as the Planning and Building Committee.  
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Mrs Christine Sheridan 

Mrs Christine Sheridan is a Personnel Manager with the Northern Ireland Housing Executive 

with 24 years’ experience in the key areas of Recruitment & Selection, Interpretation & 

Application of Employment Legislation, Industrial Relations, Employee Relation, Policy Advice 

& Guidance, Delivering Presentations & Training Courses and Policy Development. She is a 

chartered member of the Institute of Personnel & Development and serves on the Centre’s 

Finance and Personnel Committee. 

Middletown Centre for Autism: Senior Staff Profiles  

 

Mr JG Cooper, Chief Executive  

Mr Cooper took up post as Chief Executive of Middletown Centre for Autism in April 2007, 

following a recruitment competition by the Department of Education and the Department of 

Education and Science. Prior to his appointment Mr Cooper worked as Principal of Knockmore 

Primary School from January 1993, a school which has six specialist units, two of which cater 

for children who have a confirmed diagnosis of autism. The school also has developed an 

outreach support service for children with speech, language and communication difficulties.  

 

Ms Lorraine Scott, Head of Learning Support and Assessment  

Ms Lorraine Scott is Head of Learning Support and Assessment in Middletown Centre for 

Autism.  Ms Scott spent six years working as a teacher in Special Education in Northern Ireland 

before working as an Advisory Teacher and Assistant Advisory Officer for a number of 

Education and Library Boards.  She served as a member of the Task Group on Autism which 

reported in 2002. Ms Scott expanded her experience in working with children and young people 

with autism and their families working for the University of North Carolina, Department of 

Psychiatry, Division TEACCH for three years as a Psychoeducational Therapist.  Upon her 

return to Northern Ireland she was the Team Leader for the Autism Diagnostic and Intervention 

Service in the Southern Health Trust before taking her position on the Senior Management Team 

at Middletown Centre for Autism. 

 

Mr Jim Lennon, Head of Corporate Services  

Mr Lennon took up position as Head of Corporate Services in Middletown Centre for Autism in 

January 2008. Prior to this, he was Deputy Director in the Southern Regional College and 

Armagh College of Further and Higher Education, responsible for corporate and student services 

and managing a programme of study for 320 learners with learning difficulties. He has also held 

senior executive and non-executive posts in the health and personal social services (NI) dealing 

with learning difficulties. 
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Dr Fiona McCaffrey Head of Research and Development  

 

Fiona McCaffrey has worked in the area of ASD for the past twelve years.  

Prior to taking up appointment at the Middletown Centre for Autism Fiona had been Deputy 

Chief Executive of Autism NI. She was also actively engaged in a number of key research 

projects and publications for Autism NI notably Journeys, Autism and Government, Autism The 

Costs and Autism in NI The Facts.  

She has also worked as a Regional Tutor for the University of Birmingham Autism Post-

Graduate courses tutoring and supervising a range of students up to MSc level. 
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APPENDIX 5 
 
Background briefing material on Cardinal Ó Fiaich Memorial Library 
 

ABOUT US 
In:  About Us 

The Cardinal Ó Fiaich Memorial Library & Archive (COFLA). 

COFLA is a unique cultural and historical resource located in the ecclesiastical capital of Ireland, Armagh. 

The Library is a free, independent public reference library, which holds important collections relating to Irish 

history, the Irish language, ecclesiastical history, the Irish abroad, and Irish sport. 

The Library was officially opened in May 1999, after a 7 year fund raising effort and with the assistance of a 

generous grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The books and papers of the late Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich 

(1923-1990) form the nucleus of the Library and Archive collections. These have, however, been augmented 

with other collections which compliment and support the principal areas of interest of the Cardinal as 

outlined above. 

THE COLLECTIONS 
In:  Collections > The Collections 

THE TOMÁS Ó FIAICH PAPERS 

Whilst the Cardinal's own papers and books form the foundations of the collections several other noted collections are also 

housed in COFLA. Download an index to The Tomás Ó Fiaich Papers 

ADDITIONAL COLLECTIONS 

The Roman Catholic Church records for the archdiocese of Armagh have been computerised and can be searched by proxy 

at COFLA. This is an indispensable source for the genealogist. To this has been added a range of other records both hard 

copy and computerised to provide a substantial family history service within the Library. In addition the papers of several 

nineteenth and twentieth century Archbishops and Cardinals are also kept. These contain a huge volume of material of 

important to the history of the Northern Ireland state and events, religious, social and political before and after the 

partition of Ireland. 

Other major collections which will be of interest to the scholar of Irish history, particularly of the last half century will 

include the papers of Sister Sarah Clarke who worked extensively with Irish and other prisoners in Britain, those of 

Monsignor Denis Faul and Monsignor Raymond Murray on their human rights work during the 'Troubles' and those of the 

latter regarding local history and the Irish language. 

The Archive also contains a substantial body of material relating to the growth and development of the Gaelic Athletic 

Association across Ulster. This is the largest sporting and cultural body on the island and again the collection reflects the 

association''s local, county, provincial and national significance. 

The largest single collection in the archive is that containing the papers of Micheline Kerney Walsh (MKW papers). She was 

the daughter of the first Irish Ambassador to Spain and researched extensively the archive in Paris and Madrid as well as 

elsewhere in Europe during the twentieth century. Her collection of transcribed documents draw together a unique 

collection of material on Irish families from continental Europe from the sixteenth until the twentieth century. With more 

than 250,000 documents the collection represents a major source for the study of Ireland's place in Europe over the last 

four hundred years linking military service, religious calling and business. 

 

http://www.ofiaich.ie/pages/index.asp?title=About_Us
http://www.ofiaich.ie/pages/index.asp?title=Collections
http://www.ofiaich.ie/pages/index.asp?title=The_Collections
http://www.ofiaich.ie/media/uploads/o_fiaich_archive.pdf
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PRESS-RELEASE 

 

NORTHERN VOICES OF 1916 AND IRISH REVOLUTION READY FOR 

LAUNCH 
 

Voices of Irish Volunteers from around Ulster who witnessed and participated in some of the 

pivotal events in Ireland from the 1916 Easter Rising through to the War of Independence are to 

be heard once again as part of a special project that will be launched in Armagh next week.  

The Irish Volunteers Centenary Project, based at the Cardinal Tomás Ó Fiaich Memorial Library 

and Archive, will utilise interviews conducted by the late Fr Louis O’Kane with veterans of the 

1913-23 revolutionary period in the 1960s and 1970s. These interviews had been stored on old 

fragile reel-to-reel tapes until they were transferred to digital format in the last couple of years. 

This new two-year outreach project, which is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, will 

showcase the interviews and other material collected by Fr O’Kane to enhance public 

understanding of the Irish revolutionary period. 

O’Kane used a Grundig TK20 reel-to-reel tape recorder to record interviews with approximately 

75 people from seven Ulster counties, County Louth and further south. The memories recorded 

include the following: 

 Séamus Dobbyn recounts the preparations of Belfast-based Volunteers for a rebellion and their 

assembly at Coalisland at Easter 1916 until countermanding orders were received; and goes on 

to describe his ascent to become the IRB head centre for Ulster and escaping from Lincoln Jail 

alongside Éamon de Valera. 

 Kathleen Clarke relives the aftermath of the execution of her husband Thomas and the other 

leading insurrectionists in 1916, and speaks of her admiration for Michael Collins. 

 Rory Graham, a native of Cregagh in east Belfast, recalls how he felt initially like a ‘white 

blackbird’ as a Protestant trying to join the Irish Volunteers in 1917. 

 Major Tom Morris, a native of Moneymore, tells of fighting in the First World War and setting up 

an early IRA training school camp after his return to south Derry, using some of the arms he had 

brought back from the European battlefields. 

 Thomas Kelly of Ballinascreen, Co. Derry, speaks of the visit of leading Tipperary IRA men Dan 

Breen and Sean Hogan to an IRA training camp at Sperrin, Co. Tyrone, in the early 1920s. 

 John ‘Ned’ Quinn of Mullaghbawn, describes some of the divisions and tragedies at local level 

arising from the outbreak of the Irish Civil War in 1922. 

 Jack McCloskey of Cranagh, Co. Tyrone, revisits the stark career choices that faced Volunteers 

after the Treaty of 1921, and provides a fascinating personal account of political intrigues he 

encountered while a member of the early Garda Síochána in the Free State.  

Dr Eunan O’Halpin, Professor of History at Trinity College Dublin, heralds the significance of 

the project: 
‘The Irish Volunteers Centenary Project is a very welcome and very important initiative. By 

making available hundreds of hours of interviews recorded almost fifty years ago with people 

now gone, it bridges a gap between contemporary Ireland and Ireland in the era of revolution 

and partition. In addition, I hope it will encourage people to donate further historic materials to 

the Ó Fiaich Library and Archive or to other appropriate repositories. The more material 

available to us and to succeeding generations, the greater will understanding be of people and 

events in Ireland in the tumultuous years between 1912 and 1925.’  
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The O’Kane collection consists also of photographs, documents and ephemera relating to the 

period. These include copies of letters written by some of the ‘Drumboe Martyrs’ before their 

execution in 1923. 

Following its launch, the Irish Volunteers Centenary Project will comprise a number of outreach 

talks, held initially in and around the parishes in which the late Fr O’Kane lived: Ardtrea in his 

native south Derry; Eglish and Aghaloo in Tyrone; Lower Killeavy and Loughgilly in south 

Armagh; and Togher on the east coast of County Louth. A conference will be held in autumn 

2015, and exhibitions will be staged in the Ó Fiaich Library and Archive and online. 

The launch of the project will take place at the Ó Fiaich Library and Archive in Armagh on 

Wednesday 22 April at 7.00 p.m. Places are strictly limited, so those wishing to attend are 

requested to write to roddy.hegarty@ofiaich.ie or dmcanallen@mail.com, or call the library at 

028/048-37522981 or 07826-328065. 

 

 

mailto:roddy.hegarty@ofiaich.ie
mailto:dmcanallen@mail.com
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APPENDIX 6 
 
 
North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) meeting 
 
 

Oireachtas Outreach Visit 

Implementation of Good Friday Agreement 

Thursday, 18th June 2015 

 

AGENDA 

 

North South Ministerial Council Offices 

 

1. Outcome of NSMC Plenary meeting on 5 June 

2. Health cooperation 

3. Special needs education 

4. Recent developments in the North/South Bodies 

5. Other Issues 
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