
1 
 

 

PAC-R-2043 (A) Correspondence 3C.4 – Meeting 178 10/12/2015 

Briefing paper for Public Accounts Committee, 10th December 2015 

 

Carriganore Sports Complex - Waterford Institute of Technology 

 

In July 2013, Mr Dermot Quigley, former Revenue Commissioners Chairman, 

published his report into the relationship between Waterford Institute of Technology 

(WIT) and a group of companies that provided services to the Institute. On foot of 

that report, the Minister for Education and Skills sanctioned the capital allocation of 

€10m to WIT to meet the once-off costs of acquiring the Manor Village student 

accommodation development and completing the Carriganore Sports Complex, due 

to the importance of these facilities for WIT. The funding will be fully recouped from 

the Institute through an annual charge. 

 

€7.1m of this funding has already been provided to WIT for Manor Village leaving 

€2.9m for the completion of the Carriganore Sports Complex. Since then, 

discussions have been ongoing between the Department of Education and Skills and 

WIT in an effort to assist WIT in ensuring a final resolution of the issues which were 

the subject of Mr Quigley’s report. WIT has confirmed to the Department that a 

maximum investment of €5.2 million is required to fully complete the Carriganore 

project. The Institute has also secured a Sports Capital grant of €200,000 towards 

the project, leaving a balance of €5m to complete it. 

 

In that context, WIT has sought a further funding allocation from the Department of 

Education and Skills of €2.1 million for completion of the project. Cognisant of the 

difficult financial situation presenting at the Institute and being mindful of the benefits 

that such a facility would realise to the Institute and the community itself, the 

Department has approved this funding. The funding brings the Department’s total 

outlay towards both the purchase of the Manor Village student accommodation 

development and the completion of the Sports Complex to €12.1m. Repayment of 
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the entire funding (less the €1.2m which has already been repaid) will be extended 

over a period of twelve years. 

 

In Mr. McKenna’s submission to PAC, €14.017m is stated as the projected total cost 

of the Carriganore Phase 3 development (increased from €9.7m). This appears to be 

based on a Quantity Surveyor’s report from 2012 but does not equate to the actual 

cost as projected today. WIT has publicly procured for completion of the works to the 

standard originally envisaged back in 2011 when the project was tendered initially. 

Delivery of this tender will involve a cost of €5.2m. This sum, when combined with 

the €7.3m paid at the termination stage means that the all in costs for the building 

will amount to €12.5m. 


