
 

COURT POOR BOX 

The practice of a court directing that money be paid into the court poor box in lieu of, or in 

conjunction with, another penalty is a practice which pre-dates the foundation of the State and for 

which there appears to be no statutory basis.  The practice appears to stem from the Judges’ 

common law jurisdiction to exercise discretion in imposing a penalty, if any, and/or imposing other 

conditions i.e. donations to the Court Poor Box or a particular charity. While each court of first 

instance (High, Circuit and District) has used the court poor box on occasions, it is mainly used by the 

District Court. Regulating the issues surrounding the operation of the Poor Box is, in the main, a 

matter, for the Department of Justice and Law Reform. 

The option of paying into the court poor box arises usually where the offence is minor in nature and 

would not attract a custodial sentence. There are many reasons and instances why the court poor 

box is used by judges. The accused may never previously have been before the courts, the accused 

may have pleaded guilty, a conviction might be inappropriate, or might adversely affect 

employment, career or working abroad prospects, and/or the offence may be of a minor or trivial 

nature. When combined with the Probation of Offenders Act it provides an option where some 

financial penalty is considered merited but a conviction and fine are not. It can sometimes be a more 

meaningful punishment than the maximum fine where the value of a maximum fine may have been 

eroded by inflation. 

When the Court makes an order for a charitable donation, the payment can be effected in three 

possible ways:  

(a) Payments made to the Court Poor Box: 

Such payments are accounted for in the Court office and the accounting procedures are 

subject to audit by both the C & AG and Internal Audit. 

(b) Payments made directly to a named charity:  

This is done by way of producing a receipt in court. These payments are not included in the 

annual Poor Box receipt figures.  

(c) Payments made via the Probation and Welfare Service or to the Gardaí by Order of the 
Court: 
These payments are not accounted for in the Court Office and are not included in annual 

Poor Box receipt figures. 
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Monies paid out of the Court Poor Box are at the discretion of the Judge. In the main, poor box 

monies are paid out to local charities, including local branches of national charities, local schools, 

youth organisations etc . 

The Courts Service’s primary role in relation to Court Poor Box is to ensure that there are adequate 

and effective systems and procedures in place for recording court orders and accounting for poor 

box receipts and payments.  Monies collected are recorded and receipted and payments are made in 

accordance with clearly defined financial control procedures.   A full record of all receipts and 

payments in relation to (a) above is maintained by the Courts Service. This process has been 

automated following the deployment of our Courts Accounting System (CAS) which has centralised 

the accounting transactions of all District Court Offices including Poor Box receipts and payments. 

Payments from the  Poor Box are made only on foot of a Judge’s Order and the Courts Service has no 

function in relation to any decision concerning beneficiaries of Poor Box funds.      

Information on receipts and payments from the Court Poor Box is reported on a yearly basis in the 

Courts Service Annual Report which is published on the Courts Service website at www.courts.ie.  

Information is also provided in response to Parliamentary Questions and to the media as part of the 

Courts Service remit to provide information on the Courts system.   

  

Poor Box - Analysis of Receipts and Payments  

Poor Box - Analysis of Receipts and Payment 

 Receipts Payments 

 €’000 €’000 

2013 1,994 1,967 

2014 1,697 2,182 

2015 1,499 1,295 

2016 1,720 1,534 

2017 2,007 1,756 

Total 8,917 8,734 
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The replacement of the Court Poor Box with a statutory Reparation Fund was recommended by the 

Law Reform Commission in its 2005 report The Court Poor Box: Probation of Offenders. 

The Government has approved the drafting of a Criminal Justice (Community Sanctions) Bill to 

replace the Probation of Offenders Act 1907 with modern provisions dealing with community 

sanctions and the role of the Probation Service in the criminal justice system. The Bill is currently 

being drafted by the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel. It is intended that the legislation will 

abolish the court poor box and replace it with a statutory Reparation Fund to provide for a fair, 

equitable and transparent system of reparation that will apply only to minor offences dealt with by 

the District Court.  
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