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AN BILLE TOGHCHAIN (LEASU) (AOIS VOTALA), 2026
ELECTORAL (AMENDMENT) (VOTING AGE) BILL 2026

Bill

entitled
An Act to amend the Electoral Act 1992 to reduce the age at which a person may be
registered as a European Parliament Elector, and a Local Government Elector, and to
provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Definition
1. In this Act, “Principal Act” means the Electoral Act 1992.

Amendment of section 9 of Principal Act

2. The Principal Act is amended by the substitution of the following section for section 9:

“Registration as a European elector

9. A person shall be entitled to be registered as a European elector in a
constituency if, on a qualifying date, the person—

(a) has reached the age of sixteen years, and
(b) 1is ordinarily resident in the constituency area, and is either—
(i) acitizen of Ireland, or

(i1) a national of a Member State other than the State.”.

Amendment of section 10 of Principal Act

3. The Principal Act is amended by the substitution of the following section for section 10:

“Registration as a Local Government elector

10. A person shall be entitled to be registered as a Local Government elector
in a local electoral area if, on a qualifying date, the person—

(a) has reached the age of sixteen years, and

(b) is ordinarily resident in the local electoral area.”.
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Short title, citation, and commencement
4. (1) This Act may be cited as the Electoral (Amendment) (Voting Age) Act 2026.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on such day or days as the Minister may appoint
by order or orders either generally or with reference to any particular purpose or
provision and different days may be so appointed for different purposes or different 5
provisions.
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