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Purpose of the Bill
The purpose of this Bill is to make provision for single-sex 

accommodation in prisons by providing that a gender recognition 
certificate does not affect whether a person is deemed male or female for 
the purpose of applying the existing rule as to single-sex accommodation 
in prisons.

Provisions of the Bill
Section 1 defines key terms used throughout the Bill.

Section 2 introduces a new section into the Gender Recognition Act 
2015 ensuring that the issuing of a gender recognition certificate to a 
person shall not affect whether the person is deemed male or female for 
the purposes of Rule 52(1) of the Prison Rules 2007 (S.I. No. 252 of 
2007). Rule 52(1) generally requires that male and female prisoners be 
accommodated in separate areas and largely prohibits prisoners of one 
gender being permitted access to areas to which prisoners of the other 
gender have access at the same time. Furthermore, this section also 
clarifies that this Bill’s provisions apply whether the relevant certificate 
was issued before or after the passing of the Bill and whether the person’s 
period of imprisonment commenced before or after such passing.

Section 3 provides for the Bill’s short title and commencement details.

Peadar Tóibín, TD, Paul Lawless, TD,
Nollaig, 2025.
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