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AN BILLE UM LEASÚCHÁN AR THEAGHAISÍ A nDEARNADH DAMÁISTE DÓIBH
MAR GHEALL AR ÚSÁID BLOC COINCRÉITE LOCHTACH (LEASÚ), 2025
REMEDIATION OF DWELLINGS DAMAGED BY THE USE OF DEFECTIVE

CONCRETE BLOCKS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2025

Bill
entitled

An Act to amend the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the use of Defective 
Concrete Blocks Act 2022; to amend the eligibility criteria for applications for grants in 
respect of alternative accommodation, storage and immediate repairs; to provide for an 
application for an increase in the amount of a grant for remediation of certain dwellings 
damaged by the use of defective concrete blocks; to amend the time limit for the 
payment of a grant for remediation; to provide for the review of certain approved 
remediation options and a procedure for the approval of a new remediation option and 
grant; to enable certain joint owners to become relevant owners; to provide for charging 
orders for additional payments and their release; to provide for information sharing 
between specified public bodies; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

PART 1

PRELIMINARY AND GENERAL

Short title and commencement
1. (1) This  Act  may be cited as  the  Remediation  of  Dwellings  Damaged by the  Use  of 

Defective Concrete Blocks (Amendment) Act 2025.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on such day or days as the Minister for Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage may by order or orders appoint, either generally or 
with reference to any particular purpose or provision, and different days may be so 
appointed for different purposes or provisions.

Definition
2. In this Act, “Principal Act” means the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of 

Defective Concrete Blocks Act 2022.

5

5

10

15

20

25

https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2022/act/28/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2022/act/28/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2022/act/28/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2022/act/28/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2022/act/28/enacted/en/html


PART 2

AMENDMENT OF PRINCIPAL ACT

Amendment of section 2 of Principal Act
3. Section 2(1) of the Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following definition:

“ ‘increased grant’ has the meaning given to it by section 17A(6)(a);”.

Amendment of section 7 of Principal Act
4. Section 7 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the  substitution,  in the definition of “post  works remedial  works plan”,  of 
“section 18 or 18A, as the case may be” for “section 18”,

(b) by the substitution, in the definition of “unauthorised structure” of “2000;” for 
“2000.”, and

(c) by the insertion of the following definitions:

“ ‘qualifying expenditure’ has the meaning given to it by section 17A;

‘revised I.S. 465:2018’ has the meaning given to it by section 23A(1);

‘updated  remediation  option’ has  the  meaning  given  to  it  by  section 
23A(1)(b);

‘updated remediation option grant’ has the meaning given to it by section 
23A(1)(b).”.

Amendment of section 10 of Principal Act
5. Section 10 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the deletion, in subsection (3), of “or, where applicable, the total amount of a 
remediation option grant and an ancillary grant referred to in subsection (1) and 
(2),”, and

(b) by the insertion of the following subsections after subsection (4):

“(4A) The  total  amount  which  may  be  paid  to  a  relevant  owner  under 
sections 18, 18A and 22 shall  not  exceed the amount referred to in 
subsection (3).

(4B) The designated local  authority shall,  before making a payment to a 
relevant  owner  under  section  18,  18A or  22,  as  the  case  may be, 
review the total amount of payments made to the relevant owner under 
sections 18, 18A and 22 and the designated local authority shall, where 
necessary to comply with subsection (4A), reduce the amount of the 
remediation option grant, the increased grant or the ancillary grant, as 
the case may be.”.
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Amendment of section 13 of Principal Act
6. Section 13(11) of the Principal Act is amended by the substitution, in paragraph (b), of 

“90 days” for “28 days”.

Amendment of section 17 of Principal Act
7. Section 17 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution, in subsection (3), of “section 18 or 18A, as the case may be,” 
for “section 18”, and

(b) by the substitution, in subsection (8)(a), of “with section 18 or 18A, as the case 
may be, and section 19” for “sections 18 and 19”.

Application for increase to remediation option grant
8. The Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following section after section 17:

“17A. (1) A relevant owner may apply to the designated local authority for an 
increase to the remediation option grant where the relevant owner—

(a) received, before the coming into operation of the section 11 Order 
on  23  October  2024,  a  notification  under  section  16(9)  which 
relates to a decision under section 16(4)(a), and

(b) has evidence of qualifying expenditure.

(2) A relevant owner who, before the date of the coming into operation of 
section 8 of the  Remediation of  Dwellings Damaged by the Use of  
Defective Concrete Blocks (Amendment) Act  2025,  has received the 
final part payment of a remediation option grant or the payment of the 
whole of the remediation option grant under section 18, may not make 
an application under subsection (1) unless the relevant owner did not 
receive payment under section 18 for the total amount of qualifying 
expenditure.

(3) An application under subsection (1) shall be accompanied by—

(a) evidence of qualifying expenditure, and

(b) details  of  any payment which the applicant,  or  any other person 
who has a legal or beneficial interest in the dwelling, has received 
other  than under  this  Act,  in  respect  of  damage to  the  dwelling 
caused by the use of defective concrete blocks in its construction.

(4) For the purposes of considering the application under subsection (1), 
the  designated  local  authority may require  the  applicant  to  provide 
further information or documents within a specified period.

(5) Where  an  applicant  does  not  comply  with  a  requirement  under 
subsection  (4),  the  application  shall  be  considered  to  have  been 
withdrawn.

(6) The  designated  local  authority  shall  consider  an  application  under 
subsection (1) and decide—
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(a) where it is satisfied that the application is made in accordance with 
subsections (1) and (3) and any regulations made under subsection 
(12), to approve an increase to the remediation option grant (in this 
Act  referred  to  as  the  ‘increased  grant’)  which,  subject  to 
subsection (11), may be paid to the relevant owner under section 
18A for the purpose of qualifying expenditure, or

(b) where it is not satisfied that the application is made in accordance 
with  subsections  (1)  and  (3)  and  any  regulations  made  under 
subsection (12), to refuse the application.

(7) The  increased  grant  shall  be  calculated  by  the  designated  local 
authority—

(a) in accordance with section 10—

(i) as amended by the section 11 Order, and

(ii) subject to the modification that each reference in subsection (5) 
to  ‘prescribed  under  section  12’  shall  be  construed  as  a 
reference to ‘in accordance with the Remediation of Dwellings 
Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks Regulations 
2023 (S.I. No. 347 of 2023), as amended by the Remediation of 
Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks 
(Amendment) Regulations 2024 (S.I. No. 621 of 2024)’,

and

(b) using the same measurements of  the relevant  dwelling that  were 
used by the Housing Agency in calculating the remediation option 
grant.

(8) Where a relevant owner states in the application under subsection (1) 
that  he  or  she,  or  any other  person  who  has  a  legal  or  beneficial 
interest  in  the  relevant  dwelling,  received  a  payment  from another 
person, other than under this Act, in respect of damage to the relevant 
dwelling  caused  by  the  use  of  defective  concrete  blocks  in  its 
construction, the designated local authority shall reduce the increased 
grant by the amount of the payment.

(9) Where the remediation option grant approved under section 16(4) was 
reduced  under  section  17(5),  the  designated  local  authority  shall 
reduce the amount of the increased grant on the same basis.

(10) The designated local authority shall, as soon as practicable, notify the 
applicant of its decision under subsection (6) and, where applicable, of 
a reduction under subsection (8) or (9), as the case may be, and the 
notification shall—

(a) include the reasons for the decision, and

(b) state that the relevant owner may appeal the decision in accordance 
with Part 5 within 90 days of the date of the notification.
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(11) A  relevant  owner  shall  make  an  application  for  payment  of  a 
remediation option grant in respect of all expenditure incurred, other 
than qualifying expenditure, under section 18 before he or she makes 
an application for payment of an increased grant under section 18A.

(12) The Minister may prescribe:

(a) the form and manner  in which an application under this  section 
shall be made;

(b) the form and manner in which a requirement may be made under 
subsection (4);

(c) the matters to which a designated local authority is to have regard 
in approving the increased grant;

(d) the  method  and  procedure  by which  an  increased  grant  may be 
reduced under subsection (8) or (9);

(e) the form and manner in which a notification may be given under 
subsection (10).

(13) In this section—

‘section 11 Order’ means the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by 
the Use of Defective Concrete Blocks Act  2022 (Section 11) Order 
2024 (S.I. 577 of 2024);

‘qualifying expenditure’ means expenditure, in carrying out works to 
satisfy  the  approved  remediation  option,  incurred  by  the  relevant 
owner after the date of the notification referred to in subsection (1)(a), 
but not earlier than 29 March 2024.”.

Amendment of section 18 of Principal Act
9. Section 18 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution, in subsection (1), of “section 10(4B), 16(8), 17(5) or 23B(9)” 
for “section 16(8) or 17(5)”, and

(b) by the  substitution,  in  subsection  (4)(a),  of  “section  10(4B),  16(8),  17(5)  or 
23B(9)” for “section 16(8) or 17(5)”.

Payment of increased grant
10. The Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following section after section 18:

“18A. (1)Subject  to  subsection  (5),  a  relevant  owner  may  apply  to  the 
designated  local  authority  for  payment  of  an  increased  grant  for 
qualifying expenditure, in whole or in parts, subject to any reduction 
made under subsection (8), section 10(4B) or subsection (8) or (9) of 
section 17A.

(2) An application under subsection (1) shall only be made in respect of 
qualifying expenditure that has not been paid in whole or in part under 
section 18.
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(3) An application for part payment (other than the final part payment) of 
an increased grant shall be accompanied by—

(a) an  interim  valuation  certificate  completed  in  accordance  with 
subsection (9), and

(b) evidence of the expenditure incurred by the relevant owner on or 
after  29 March 2024 in carrying out  the  works  described in the 
interim valuation certificate.

(4) An application for the final part payment of the increased grant or for 
payment of the whole of the grant shall be accompanied by—

(a) a post  works remedial works plan completed in accordance with 
subsection (10),

(b) a certificate of remediation completed in accordance with section 
20, and

(c) evidence of the expenditure incurred by the relevant owner on or 
after 29 March 2024 in completing the works described in the post 
works remedial works plan.

(5) Where  a  relevant  owner  referred  to  in  section  17A(2)  receives  a 
notification under section 17A(10) which relates to a decision under 
section 17A(6)(a), the relevant owner may make one application for 
payment of an increased grant under subsection (1).

(6) An application for payment of the increased grant by a relevant owner 
referred to in subsection (5) shall be accompanied by—

(a) a  final  valuation  certificate  completed  in  accordance  with 
subsection (11), and

(b) evidence of the expenditure incurred by the relevant owner on or 
after 29 March 2024 in completing the works described in the final 
valuation certificate.

(7) The total amount of payments which may be made to a relevant owner 
under this section shall not exceed the lesser of—

(a) the amount of the increased grant, subject to any reduction made 
under  subsection (8),  section 10(4B)  or  subsection  (8)  or  (9)  of 
section 17A, or

(b) the expenditure incurred and evidenced by the relevant owner in an 
application  under  this  section  in  completing  the  approved 
remediation  option  (including  the  value  added  tax  paid  by  the 
relevant owner for that purpose).

(8) Where a relevant owner has received payment of a remediation option 
grant under section 18, the designated local authority shall reduce the 
amount of the increased grant by the total amount of payments to the 
relevant owner under section 18.
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(9) An interim valuation certificate shall—

(a) describe the works completed since the date of commencement of 
the works notified to the designated local authority under section 
19,  or  where  a  previous  interim  valuation  certificate  has  been 
provided  to  the  designated  local  authority  under  this  section  or 
section  18,  since  the  date  of  that  previous  interim  valuation 
certificate, and

(b) be  prepared  by  the  competent  engineer,  or  where  the  approved 
remediation option is the demolition of the relevant dwelling and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  dwelling,  the  competent  building 
professional, who designed and inspected the works referred to in 
paragraph (a).

(10) A post works remedial works plan shall—

(a) describe the works completed since the date of commencement of 
the works notified to the designated local authority under section 
19, and

(b) be  prepared  by  the  competent  engineer,  or  where  the  approved 
remediation option is the demolition of the relevant dwelling and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  dwelling,  the  competent  building 
professional, who designed and inspected the works referred to in 
paragraph (a).

(11) A final valuation certificate shall—

(a) describe  the  works  completed  for  which  evidence  referred  to  in 
subsection (6)(b) has been provided, and

(b) be  prepared  by  the  competent  engineer,  or  where  the  approved 
remediation option is the demolition of the relevant dwelling and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  dwelling,  the  competent  building 
professional, who designed and inspected the works referred to in 
paragraph (a).

(12) The designated local authority shall refuse to make a payment applied 
for under subsection (1)—

(a) where  the  conditions  referred to  in  section  17(8)  have  not  been 
complied with,

(b) in respect of any additional works, or

(c) where an authorised officer is refused entry to the relevant dwelling 
for the purposes of subsection (16).

(13) Without  prejudice  to  subsection (12),  the designated local  authority 
shall refuse to make a part payment where—

(a) the relevant owner fails to comply with subsection (3), or

(b) the  works  carried  out  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  remedial 
works plan.
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(14) Without  prejudice  to  subsection (12),  the designated local  authority 
shall refuse to make the final part payment of the increased grant or 
the payment of the whole of the increased grant where—

(a) the relevant owner fails to comply with subsection (4), or

(b) the  works  carried  out  are  not  sufficient  to  satisfy the  approved 
remediation option.

(15) Without  prejudice  to  subsection (12),  the designated local  authority 
shall  refuse  to  make  a  payment  to  a  relevant  owner  referred  to  in 
subsection (5) where—

(a) the relevant owner fails to comply with subsections (5) and (6), or

(b) the  works  carried  out  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  remedial 
works plan.

(16) For the purposes of determining whether or not to make a payment, or 
part payment, of an increased grant under this section, an authorised 
officer of the designated local authority may—

(a) inspect the works carried out, or being carried out, to the relevant 
dwelling, and

(b) make enquiries of such persons as he or she considers necessary.

(17) Where the designated local authority refuses to make a payment of the 
increased grant under this section, it shall notify the relevant owner of 
the refusal and the reasons for the refusal.

(18) A notification under subsection (17) shall state that the relevant owner 
may appeal the refusal in accordance with Part 5 within 90 days of the 
date of the notification.

(19) The Minister may, for the purposes of this section, prescribe:

(a) the form and manner  in which an application under this  section 
shall be made;

(b) the evidence to be  provided in  an application under  this  section 
relating to prior payments for qualifying expenditure under section 
18;

(c) the form and content of interim valuation certificates;

(d) the form and content of post works remedial works plans;

(e) the form and content of final valuation certificates;

(f) such other documents or information as the Minister may consider 
necessary to  accompany an  application  for  the  purposes  of  this 
section.”.

Amendment of section 19 of Principal Act
11. Section 19 of the Principal Act is amended—
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(a) in subsection (1)—

(i) by the substitution of “Subject to subsections (1A) to (1C), (3) and (13), a 
payment may only be made to a relevant owner under section 18 or 18A, as 
the case may be” for “Subject to subsection (3), a payment may only be made 
to a relevant owner under section 18”, and

(ii) by the substitution, in paragraph (b), of “under section 18 or 18A, as the case 
may be, within 130 weeks” for “under section 18 within 65 weeks”,

(b) by the insertion of the following subsections after subsection (1):

“(1A) The  period  referred  to  in  subsection  (1)(b)  shall  not  apply  to  an 
application  for  a  payment  under  section  18A by a  relevant  owner 
referred to in subsection (5) of that section.

(1B) The  periods  referred to  in  paragraphs (a)  and (b)  of  subsection (1) 
shall be suspended from the date an application is made under section 
23A(1) until—

(a) in the case of a refusal under section 23A(5)(b), the later of—

(i) the date of a notification under section 23A(7), or

(ii) where the relevant owner has made an appeal under Part 5 in 
respect of that refusal, the date of the decision of the Appeal 
Board under section 39 to affirm that decision,

or

(b) in the case of a refusal under section 23B(4)(b), the later of—

(i) the date of a notification under section 23B(10), or

(ii) where the relevant owner has made an appeal under Part 5 in 
respect of that refusal, the date of the decision of the Appeal 
Board under section 39 to affirm that decision.

(1C) Subject to section 23B(10)(a)(ii), the periods referred to in paragraphs 
(a)  and  (b)  of  subsection  (1)  shall  not  apply to  an  application  for 
payment  referred  to  in  clause  (I)  or  (II)  of  section  23B(10)(a)(ii), 
following  a  notification  under  section  23B(10)  that  relates  to  an 
approval under section 23B(4)(a).”,

(c) by the substitution, in subsection (3)(b), of “section 18 or 18A, as the case may 
be,” for “section 18”,

(d) by the substitution, in subsection (4)(a), of “2 weeks” for “12 weeks”, and

(e) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (12):

“(13) Where, before the date of the coming into operation of  section  11(a)
(ii) of the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective  
Concrete Blocks (Amendment) Act 2025, the designated local authority 
refused a request to extend the period referred to in subsection (1)(b), 
the relevant owner may,  notwithstanding subsection (1)(b),  make an 
application for a payment under section 18 or 18A, as the case may be, 
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not later than 65 weeks after the date of the coming into operation of 
the said section 11(a)(ii).”.

Amendment of section 21 of Principal Act
12. Section 21 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution, in subsection (1), of “section 18 or 18A, as the case may be” 
for “section 18”, and

(b) by the substitution, in subsection (4)(a), of “section 18(3) or 18A(4), as the case 
may be” for “section 18(3)”.

Amendment of section 22 of Principal Act
13. Section 22 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (1):

“(1) Where a remediation option grant is approved under section 16(4)(a), 
the  relevant  owner  concerned  may  apply  to  the  designated  local 
authority for an ancillary grant.”,

and

(b) in subsection (7)—

(i) by the substitution, in paragraph (a), of “or” for “and”, and

(ii) by the insertion, in paragraph (b), of “, subject to any reduction made under 
section 10(4B)” after “(6)”.

Amendment of section 23 of Principal Act
14. Section 23 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution, in subsection (8), of “modifications” for “modification” in 
each place where it occurs, and

(b) by the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (9):

“(9) The modifications are:

(a) the reference in section 17A(1)(a) to ‘a notification under section 
16(9) which relates to a decision under section 16(4)(a)’ shall be 
construed as a reference to ‘a revised approval’;

(b) the period referred to in section 19(1)(b) shall continue to apply as 
if the revised approval was made on the date of the first approval.”.

Insertion of new sections 23A and 23B in Principal Act
15. The Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following sections after section 23:

“Application for review of approved remediation option
23A. (1) Where an approved remediation option is  not  the demolition of the 

relevant dwelling and the reconstruction of the dwelling, the relevant 
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owner may, after the first amendment or replacement of I.S. 465:2018 
by the National Standards Authority of Ireland (in this Part referred to 
as the ‘revised I.S. 465:2018’), apply to the designated local authority 
for—

(a) a review of the approved remediation option having regard to the 
revised I.S. 465:2018, and

(b) approval of a new remediation option (in this Part referred to as the 
‘updated remediation option’) and a new remediation option grant 
(in this Part referred to as the ‘updated remediation option grant’) 
to replace the approved remediation option and remediation option 
grant.

(2) A relevant owner may only make an application under subsection (1) 
where—

(a) the works necessary to carry out the approved remediation option 
have not commenced, or

(b) (i) no  works  have  been  carried  out  to  satisfy  the  approved 
remediation option since 6 November 2024, and

(ii) a  certificate  of  remediation  has  not  been  completed  under 
section 20.

(3) An application under subsection (1) shall—

(a) be made within 6 months of the coming into operation of section 15 
of the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective  
Concrete Blocks (Amendment) Act 2025,

(b) be made in such form and manner as may be prescribed, and

(c) be accompanied by—

(i) such evidence as may be prescribed of the matters referred to in 
paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection (2), as the case may be, 

(ii) details of any payment which the applicant, or any other person 
who  has  a  legal  or  beneficial  interest  in  the  dwelling,  has 
received other than under this Act, in respect of damage to the 
dwelling caused by the use of defective concrete blocks in its 
construction, and

(iii) such other documents or information as may be prescribed for 
the purposes of the application.

(4) The designated local authority may—

(a) require the relevant owner to provide in writing, within 90 days of 
the date of the requirement, such further information or documents 
relating to  the  application as  the  designated  local  authority may 
consider necessary, and
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(b) require the relevant owner to facilitate, within 90 days of the date 
of the requirement, an inspection of the dwelling by an authorised 
officer of the designated local authority.

(5) The designated local authority shall consider whether an application is 
valid and shall—

(a) where it decides that the application is valid, refer the application 
to  the  Housing Agency as  soon as  practicable  after  making that 
decision, or

(b) where it considers that the application is not valid, refuse to refer 
the application to the Housing Agency.

(6) In considering whether  an application is  valid,  the  designated local 
authority shall have regard to—

(a) the application, and

(b) any further information or documents provided to it or the results 
of any inspections made by it, under subsection (4).

(7) The designated local authority shall notify the applicant of the referral 
or refusal under subsection (5) as soon as practicable after it is made.

(8) A notification under subsection (7) shall—

(a) where  a  notification relates  to  a referral,  state  that  the applicant 
shall not carry out work to satisfy the approved remediation option 
unless a decision is made under section 23B(4)(b), and

(b) where a notification relates to a refusal, include the reasons for the 
refusal and state that  the applicant may appeal the refusal under 
Part 5 within 90 days of the date of the notification.

Consideration by Housing Agency of application for updated remediation 
option and grant
23B. (1) Following receipt of an application pursuant to section 23A(5)(a), the 

Housing  Agency  shall  arrange  for  an  authorised  officer  who  is  a 
competent engineer to assess the relevant dwelling having regard to 
the revised I.S. 465:2018 and submit a report of the assessment to the 
Housing Agency in accordance with this section.

(2) For  the  purposes  of  preparing  a  report  under  subsection  (1),  the 
authorised officer may—

(a) exercise  such  powers  referred  to  in  section  43  as  he  or  she 
considers necessary, and

(b) review  such  information  or  documents  as  he  or  she  considers 
appropriate.

(3) The authorised officer shall  submit a report to the Housing Agency 
which  shall  state  whether,  in  his  or  her  opinion,  the  approved 
remediation option should be replaced having regard to the revised I.S. 
465:2018.
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(4) The  Housing  Agency  shall  consider  the  application  under  section 
23A(1) and the report of the authorised officer and shall—

(a) where  it  is  satisfied  that  the  approved  remediation  option  is  no 
longer  appropriate  having  regard  to  the  revised  I.S.  465:2018 
approve—

(i) in accordance with any regulations made under section 12, an 
updated  remediation  option  to  remedy  the  damage  to  the 
dwelling caused by the use of defective concrete blocks in its 
construction, and

(ii) subject to subsection (7) and in accordance with section 10, or 
any order made under section 11, an updated remediation option 
grant which may be paid to the relevant owner under section 18 
for the purpose of completing the updated remediation option,

or

(b) where  it  is  not  satisfied  that  an  updated  remediation  option  is 
required  having  regard  to  the  revised  I.S.  465:2018,  refuse  to 
approve the updated remediation option and updated remediation 
option grant.

(5) For the purposes of subsection (4), the Housing Agency may—

(a) require  the  relevant  owner  to  provide  further  information  or 
documents within a specified period, or

(b) require further information from the designated local authority.

(6) Where a relevant owner does not  comply with a requirement under 
subsection  (5)(a),  the  application  shall  be  considered  to  have  been 
withdrawn.

(7) The amount of an updated remediation option grant approved under 
subsection  (4)(a)(ii)  shall  not  be  less  than  the  amount  of  the 
remediation option grant approved under section 16(4)(a)(ii).

(8) The Housing Agency shall notify the designated local authority of its 
decision under subsection (4), and of the reasons for its decision, as 
soon as practicable after the decision is made.

(9) Where a relevant owner states in the application under section 23A(1) 
that  he  or  she,  or  any other  person  who  has  a  legal  or  beneficial 
interest  in  the  relevant  dwelling,  received  a  payment  from another 
person, other than under this Act, in respect of damage to the relevant 
dwelling  caused  by  the  use  of  defective  concrete  blocks  in  its 
construction, the designated local authority shall  reduce the updated 
remediation option grant by the amount of the payment.

(10) The designated local authority shall, as soon as practicable after being 
notified  by  the  Housing  Agency  under  subsection  (8),  notify  the 
relevant  owner  of  the  decision  under  subsection  (4)  and,  where 
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applicable, of a reduction under subsection (9), and the reasons for the 
decision and, where applicable, reduction, and the notification shall—

(a) where it relates to a decision under subsection (4)(a), state that the 
relevant owner—

(i) is  required  to  comply  with  section  17,  subject  to  the 
modifications referred to in subsection (12), and

(ii) shall  not,  after  the  specified  date,  make  an  application  for 
payment under—

(I) section 18, in respect of the remediation option grant which 
was approved under section 16(4)(a),

(II) section 18A, or

(III) section  22,  in  respect  of  an  ancillary  grant  which  was 
approved before the date of the notification,

and

(b) state that the relevant owner may appeal the decision in accordance 
with Part 5 within 90 days of the date of the notification under this 
subsection.

(11) Subject  to  the  modifications  referred to  in  subsection (12)  and any 
other necessary modifications, an updated remediation option and an 
updated  remediation  option  grant  approved  under  subsection  (4)(a) 
shall,  from the  specified  date  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  be 
deemed to be an approved remediation option and remediation option 
grant under section 16(4)(a) and this Act shall apply accordingly.

(12) The modifications are:

(a) for  the  purposes  of  section  10(4A),  all  payments  before  the 
specified date shall be disregarded;

(b) sections 13 to 16 shall not apply;

(c) in section 17(1), the reference to ‘a notification under section 16(9) 
which  relates  to  a  decision  under  section  16(4)(a)’  shall  be 
construed as a reference to ‘a notification under section 23B(10) 
which relates to a decision under section 23B(4)(a)’;

(d) in section 19(1)(a):

(i) the  reference  in  subparagraph  (i)  to  ‘the  notification  under 
section  16(9)’  shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to  ‘the 
notification under section 23B(10)’;

(ii) the reference in subparagraph (ii) to ‘a decision under section 
16(4)’ shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to  ‘a  decision  under 
section 23B(4)’;
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(e) in section 22(2), the reference to ‘before or after the making of an 
application under section 13’ shall be construed as a reference to 
‘on or after the specified date (within the meaning of section 23B)’. 

(13) The Minister may prescribe—

(a) the  standards  by  reference  to  which  inspections  and  tests  by 
authorised officers for the purposes of section 23A and this section 
are to be carried out,

(b) the  procedures  for  the  selection  by  the  Housing  Agency  of 
competent engineers to be authorised officers for the purposes of 
this section and the form and manner in which reports of authorised 
officers are to be provided,

(c) the  matters  to  which  the  Housing  Agency is  to  have  regard  in 
approving the updated remediation option and updated remediation 
option grant under subsection (4)(a),

(d) the form and manner in which a requirement may be made under 
section 23A(4) or subsection (5), 

(e) the method and procedure by which the updated remediation option 
grant may be reduced under subsection (9), and

(f) the form and manner in which a notification may be given under 
section 23A(7) or subsection (10).

(14) In making regulations  under  paragraph (a),  (b)  or  (c)  of  subsection 
(13) the Minister shall have regard to the revised I.S. 465:2018.

(15) In this section, ‘specified date’ means the earlier of—

(a) the  date  on  which  the  period  of  60  days  after  the  date  of  the 
notification under subsection (10) expires, or

(b) the  date  that  the  relevant  owner  notifies  the  designated  local 
authority  that  he  or  she  has  submitted  the  last  application  for 
payment referred to in clause (I), (II) or (III), as the case may be, of 
subsection (10)(a)(ii).”.

Amendment of section 24 of Principal Act
16. Section 24 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (4):

“(4A) Notwithstanding section 9(2)(a), an individual shall be regarded as a 
relevant owner for the purposes of a notification under subsection (4) 
if he or she—

(a) is an individual who is—

(i) married to a relevant owner of a relevant dwelling,

(ii) a civil partner of a relevant owner of a relevant dwelling, or

(iii) a cohabitant of a relevant owner of a relevant dwelling,
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and

(b) became  a  joint  owner  of  the  relevant  dwelling  on  or  after  31 
January 2020.”,

(b) by the insertion, in subsection (6), of the following paragraph after paragraph (b): 

“(ba) the documents or information which may be considered evidence of 
the  matters  referred  to  in  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b)  of  subsection 
(4A);”,

and

(c) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (6):

“(7) In this section—

‘Act  of  2010’ means  the  Civil  Partnership  and  Certain  Rights  and 
Obligations of Cohabitants Act 2010;

‘civil partner’ shall be construed in accordance with section 3 of the 
Act of 2010;

‘cohabitant’ shall be construed in accordance with section 172(1) of 
the Act of 2010.”.

Amendment of section 26 of Principal Act
17. Section 26 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution, in subsection (1), of “Where a remediation option grant, an 
increased  grant  or  an  updated  remediation  option  grant  is  not  reduced  under 
section 16(8), 17A(8) or 23B(9), as the case may be,” for “Where a remediation 
option grant is not reduced under section 16(8)”,

(b) by the substitution, in subsection (2), of “section 18 or 18A, as the case may be” 
for “section 18”,

(c) by the substitution, in subsection (3)(a), of “sections 18 and 18A” for “section 
18”, and

(d) by the substitution, in subsection (4), of “section 18 or 18A” for “section 18”.

Amendment of section 27 of Principal Act
18. Section 27 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution, in subsection (1), of “section 18 or 18A, as the case may be” 
for “section 18”, and

(b) by the substitution, in subsection (2)(a), of “section 18 or 18A, as the case may 
be” for “section 18”.

Amendment of section 29 of Principal Act
19. Section 29(1) of the Principal Act is amended by the substitution of “section 18, 18A or 

22, as the case may be,” for “section 18 or 22”.
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Amendment of section 30 of Principal Act
20. Section 30 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the  substitution  of  the  following  definition  for  the  definition  of  “charged 
amount”:

“ ‘charged amount’ means the first charged amount or, if applicable, the 
second charged amount;”,

(b) by the  substitution  of  the  following definition  for  the  definition of  “charging 
order”:

“  ‘charging order’ means the  first  charge or,  if  applicable,  the  second 
charge,”,

(c) by the  substitution  of  the  following  definition  for  the  definition  of  “relevant 
date”:

“ ‘relevant date’ means 1 January in the year immediately following the 
year in which the designated local authority made the later of—

(a) the  final  part  payment  of  a  remediation  option  grant,  or  the 
payment  of  the  whole  of  the  remediation  option  grant,  to  the 
relevant owner under section 18,

(b) the final part payment of an increased grant, or the payment of the 
whole of the increased grant, to the relevant owner under section 
18A, or

(c) the final payment of an ancillary grant under section 22;”,

(d) by the substitution, in the definition of “relevant owner”, of “section 31(1);” for 
“section 31(1).”, and

(e) by the insertion of the following definitions:

“ ‘first charge’ means an order made under section 31(1);

‘first charged amount’ means the amount referred to in section 31(2);

‘retrospective payment’ has the meaning given to it by section 31(1A);

‘second charge’ means an order made under section 31(1A);

‘second  charged  amount’  means  the  amount  referred  to  in  section 
31(2A).”.

Amendment of section 31 of Principal Act
21. Section 31 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (1):

“(1) The designated local authority shall make an order charging a relevant 
dwelling in the terms specified in this section as soon as practicable 
after the designated local authority makes the later of—
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(a) the final part payment of a remediation option grant, or a payment 
of the whole of a remediation option grant under section 18,

(b) the final part payment of an increased grant, or the payment of the 
whole of the increased grant under section 18A, or

(c) the final payment of an ancillary grant under section 22,

to a person who is a relevant owner by virtue of section 9(3)(b) (in this 
Chapter referred to as a ‘relevant owner’).”,

(b) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (1):

“(1A) Where the designated local authority makes a payment under section 
18A to a relevant owner who is a person referred to in section 18A(5) 
(in this Chapter referred to as a ‘retrospective payment’), after the date 
that the first  charge is deemed to have been executed under section 
34(2),  the  designated  local  authority  shall  make  a  second  order 
charging the relevant dwelling in the terms specified in this section as 
soon as practicable after it makes the retrospective payment.”,

(c) by the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (2):

“(2) Subject to subsections (2A) and (3), a first charge shall create a charge 
over the relevant dwelling in favour of the designated local authority 
in the amount of the aggregate of all the payments made to the relevant 
owner in respect of the relevant dwelling under sections 18, 18A and 
22.”,

and

(d) by the insertion of the following subsections after subsection (2):

“(2A) A second charge shall  create a charge over the relevant dwelling in 
favour  of  the  designated  local  authority  in  the  amount  of  the 
retrospective  payment made to the  relevant  owner in respect  of  the 
relevant dwelling under section 18A.

(2B) For the purposes of this Chapter—

(a) subject  to  paragraph  (b),  the  making  of  a  second  charge  under 
subsection (1A) shall not alter the relevant date,

(b) if a deed of discharge is issued under section 35(1) in respect of the 
first  charge,  the  relevant  date  shall  be  1  January  in  the  year 
immediately  following  the  year  in  which  the  designated  local 
authority made the retrospective payment,

(c) subject to paragraph (d), on and after the date the second charge is 
deemed  to  have  been  executed  under  section  34(2)(b),  the 
incremental  release  shall  be  applied  in  accordance  with  this 
Chapter, and

(d) the  incremental  release  shall  be  applied  separately  to  the  first 
charged amount and to the second charged amount.”.
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Amendment of section 32 of Principal Act
22. Section 32(1) of the Principal Act is amended by the substitution of “the first charged 

amount and the second charged amount, as reduced by section 31(3), if applicable,”, for 
“the charged amount or reduced charged amount”.

Amendment of section 33 of Principal Act
23. Section 33(4) of the Principal Act is amended, in paragraph (b), by the substitution of 

“the first charged amount and the second charged amount, as reduced by section 31(3), if 
applicable,”, for “the charged amount or reduced charged amount, as the case may be,”.

Amendment of section 34 of Principal Act
24. Section 34 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (2):

“(2) A charging order shall be deemed to be a legal mortgage under Part 10 
of the Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Act 2009 and—

(a) the first charge shall be deemed to have been executed on the later 
of—

(i) the date of the final part payment of a remediation option grant, 
or the payment of the whole of the remediation option grant, to 
the relevant owner under section 18,

(ii) the date of the final part payment of an increased grant, or the 
payment  of  the  whole  of  the  increased  grant,  to  the  relevant 
owner under section 18A, or

(iii) the date of the final payment of an ancillary grant to the relevant 
owner under section 22,

and

(b) the second charge shall be deemed to have been executed on the 
date of the retrospective payment.”,

and

(b) by the substitution, in subsection (4), of “section 31(2) or section 31(2A), as the 
case may be” for “section 31(2)”.

Amendment of section 39 of Principal Act
25. Section 39(1) of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution of “16(4) and 17A(6), subsections (7), (8) and (9) of section 
18, subsections (12), (13), (14) and (15) of section 18A and sections 23A(5)(b) 
and 23B(4)” for “16(4), and subsections (7), (8) and (9) of section 18”, and

(b) by the substitution, in paragraph (a), of “within 90 days of” for “not later than 28 
days after”.
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Amendment of section 43 of Principal Act
26. Section 43(7) of the Principal Act is amended by the substitution of “section 13 or 23A, 

as the case may be” for “section 13”.

Amendment of section 47 of Principal Act
27. Section 47 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the insertion of the following subsections after subsection (3):

“(3A) The  SEAI may share  information with  a  designated local  authority 
where it is necessary and proportionate to establish the funding which 
has been provided or is to be provided by the SEAI to a person who 
has made an application under section 13, 17A or 23A, as the case may 
be.

(3B) The information referred to in subsection (3A) may include:

(a) a relevant owner’s name and address;

(b) the address and Eircode of a relevant dwelling;

(c) the meter point reference number assigned to an electricity account 
in the relevant dwelling;

(d) an application for funding made by a relevant owner to the SEAI;

(e) the amount of funding provided or to be provided by the SEAI to a 
relevant owner;

(f) the purpose of funding provided or to be provided by the SEAI to a 
relevant owner.”,

and

(b) by the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (4):

“(4) In this section—

‘public body’ has the same meaning as it has in section 10 of the Data 
Sharing and Governance Act 2019 and shall also include—

(a) the SEAI,

(b) the Geological Survey of Ireland, and

(c) the National Standards Authority of Ireland;

‘SEAI’ means the Sustainable Energy Ireland - The Sustainable Energy 
Authority of Ireland.”.

24

5

10

15

20

25

30

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2019/act/5/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2019/act/5/enacted/en/html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2019/act/5/enacted/en/html


Amendment of section 53 of Principal Act
28. Section 53(1) of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) by the substitution of “section 13 or 23A, as the case may be,” for “section 13”, 
and

(b) by the substitution, in paragraph (a), of “section 13(7) or 23A(5), as the case may 
be,” for “section 13(7)”.
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An Bille um Leasúchán ar Theaghaisí a 
nDearnadh Damáiste Dóibh mar gheall ar 
Úsáid Bloc Coincréite Lochtach (Leasú), 

2025

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

Acht do leasú an Achta um Leasúchán ar Theaghaisí a nDearnadh Damáiste Dóibh 
mar gheall ar Úsáid Bloc Coincréite Lochtach,  2022; do leasú na gcritéar 
incháilitheachta le haghaidh iarratais ar dheontais i leith cóiríocht ionadúil, 
stóráil agus deisiúcháin láithreacha; do dhéanamh socrú maidir le hiarratas ar 
mhéadú ar mhéid an deontais le haghaidh leasúchán ar theaghaisí áirithe a 
ndearnadh damáiste dóibh mar gheall ar úsáid bloc coincréite lochtach; do 
leasú  na  teorann  ama  chun  deontas  le  haghaidh  leasúcháin  a  íoc;  do 
dhéanamh socrú maidir le roghanna ceadaithe áirithe i ndáil le leasúchán a 
athbhreithniú agus maidir le nós imeachta chun rogha nua leasúcháin agus 
deontas nua leasúcháin a cheadú; dá chumasú do chomhúinéirí áirithe teacht 
chun bheith ina n-úinéirí iomchuí;  do dhéanamh socrú maidir le  horduithe 
muirir  le  haghaidh  íocaíochtaí  breise  agus  maidir  lena  scaoileadh;  do 
dhéanamh  socrú  maidir  le  comhroinnt  faisnéise  idir  comhlachtaí  poiblí 
sonraithe; agus do dhéanamh socrú i dtaobh nithe gaolmhara.

An tAire Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus 
Oidhreachta a thíolaic,

2 Nollaig, 2025

Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the 
Use of Defective Concrete Blocks 

(Amendment) Bill 2025

BILL
(as initiated)

entitled

An Act to amend the Remediation of Dwellings Damaged by the Use of Defective 
Concrete Blocks Act 2022; to amend the eligibility criteria for applications 
for grants in respect of alternative accommodation,  storage and immediate 
repairs; to provide for an application for an increase in the amount of a grant 
for remediation of certain dwellings damaged by the use of defective concrete 
blocks; to amend the time limit for the payment of a grant for remediation; to 
provide  for  the  review  of  certain  approved  remediation  options  and  a 
procedure for the approval of a new remediation option and grant; to enable 
certain  joint  owners  to  become relevant  owners;  to  provide  for  charging 
orders for additional payments and their release; to provide for information 
sharing between specified public bodies; and to provide for related matters.

Presented by the Minister for Housing, Local  
Government and Heritage,

2nd December, 2025
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