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AN BILLE UM AN ACADAMH IBEIRNEACH RÍOGA (CAIRT A LEASÚ), 2023
THE ROYAL HIBERNIAN ACADEMY (AMENDMENT OF CHARTER) BILL 2023

Bill
entitled

An Act to amend the Charter of 1861 under which the Royal Hibernian Academy is 
incorporated and to alter the provisions relating to membership thereof and to provide 
for other matters connected therewith.

WHEREAS by a Royal Charter bearing the date the 5th day of August 1823 and granted 
by His late Majesty King George the Fourth, the Royal Hibernian Academy in Ireland 
was incorporated by that name and provisions were made for the conduct thereof;

AND WHEREAS by Charter or Letters Patent bearing date the 27 February 1861 and 
granted by Her late Majesty Queen Victoria (hereinafter called the Charter of 1861) the 
said Royal Hibernian Academy in Ireland was again incorporated by that name and 
provisions were made for the conduct thereof;

AND WHEREAS by virtue of Article 73 of the Constitution of Saorstát Éireann the 
Charter of 1861, had the force of law in Saorstát Éireann and, by virtue of Article 50 of 
the Constitution, the said Charter is now in force in Ireland;

AND WHEREAS adaptations of the said Charter of 1861 were made by the Royal 
Hibernian Academy (Adaption of Charter) Order 1940 in order to enable that Charter to 
have full force and effect in Ireland;

AND WHEREAS it is desirable that provision be made to increase the membership of 
the Academy and that certain amendments as hereinafter provided should be made in the 
Charter of 1861;

AND WHEREAS the said amendments cannot be effected without the authority of the 
Oireachtas;

Be it therefore enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Short title
1. This Act may be cited as The Royal Hibernian Academy (Amendment of Charter) Act 

2023.
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Amendment of lines 7, 8, 45 and 46 of the Charter of 1861
2. The Charter of 1861 shall be read and construed—

(a) as if the following words were deleted therefrom where the same appear in lines
7 and 8 thereof, that is to say, the words “to increase the number of their members
from fourteen to thirty” and as if in substitution for the words so last deleted the
words “to increase the number of their members from thirty to fifty-five”,

(b) as if the following words were deleted therefrom where the same appear in lines
45 and 46 thereof, that is to say, the words “the said Body Corporate shall consist
of thirty persons” and as if in substitution for the words so last deleted the words
“the said Body Corporate shall consist of fifty-five persons”.

Amendment of lines 19, 49, 50, 58, 61, 69, 70, 71, 81 and 89 of the Charter of 1861
3. The Charter of 1861 shall be read and construed—

(a) as if the following words were deleted therefrom where the same appear in lines
19,  49,  50,  58,  61,  69,  70,  71,  81  and  89  thereof,  that  is  to  say,  the  words
“President  Treasurer  Secretary” and as if  in substitution for the words so last
deleted the words “President Treasurer Secretary and Keeper”,

(b) as if the following words were deleted therefrom where the same appear in line
46 thereof, that is to say, the words “President Treasurer Secretary for the time
being shall always be three” and as if in substitution for the words so last deleted
the words “President  Treasurer  Secretary and Keeper for  the time being shall
always be four”.

Amendment of lines 29 and 30 of the Charter of 1861
4. The Charter of 1861 shall be read and construed as if the following words were deleted

therefrom where the same appear in lines 29 and 30 thereof, that is to say, the words “not
exceeding the  yearly value of  One  thousand pounds  over  and  above all  charges  and
reprisals so far as they are not restrained by law”.

Amendment of lines 61 and 62 of the Charter of 1861
5. The Charter of 1861 shall be read and construed—

(a) as if the following words were deleted therefrom where the same appear in lines
61 and 62 thereof,  that is to say,  the words “Painters,  Sculptors,  Architects or
Engravers”  and  as  if  in  substitution  for  the  words  so  last  deleted  the  words
“Painters, Sculptors, Architects and Printmakers”,

(b) as if the following words were deleted therefrom where the same appear in lines
65  and  66  thereof,  that  is  to  say,  the  words  “the  Arts  of  Painting,  Sculpture,
Architecture, Drawing, Engraving and other Arts” and as if in substitution for the
words so last  deleted the words “the Arts of Painting, Sculpture, Architecture,
Drawing, Printmaking and other Arts”.

Amendment of lines 68 and 82 of the Charter of 1861
6. The Charter of 1861 shall be read and construed as if the following words were deleted
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therefrom where the same appear in lines 68 and 82 thereof, that is to say, the words 
“City of Dublin or within ten miles thereof”.

Amendment of line 75 of the Charter of 1861
7. The Charter of 1861 shall be read and construed as if the following words were deleted 

therefrom where  the  same appear  in  line  75  thereof,  that  is  to  say,  the  words  “said 
Academicians then and there assembled being the number of nine or more” and as if in 
substitution for the words so last deleted the words “said Academicians then and there 
assembled being one third or more Academicians”.
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