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AN BILLE UM CHRANNCHUR NÁISIÚNTA (LEASÚ), 2021
NATIONAL LOTTERY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2021

____________

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
____________

The National Lottery, An Crannchur Náisiúnta, provides a lottery for 
the people of Ireland. Under the licence that has been granted to it, under 
the National Lottery Act 2013, to provide that service, it also returns 
approximately 30c in every euro earned, to the people of Ireland in 
funding for “good causes”, projects and schemes that benefit communities 
throughout Ireland. Additionally, the National Lottery has put in place a 
range of restrictions on its products to safeguard consumers and prevent 
abuse of the lottery games. For example, inter alia, the purchase of National 
Lottery products cannot take place after 10pm each day and a consumer 
may not spend more than €90 per day on National Lottery products.

These protections and the social return for the people of Ireland, are 
important balances to the position that the National Lottery holds; they 
mean that we can all benefit from the operation of a national lottery.

These same balances do not necessarily apply to bookmakers and other 
provider of gambling or gaming products, who can, for example, provide 
gambling at all hours of the day and night, and who are not obliged to share 
any portion of their profits with communities or public bodies.

Some of those private or “for profit” providers of gambling or gaming 
products, use the National Lottery draws or other products to advance other 
gambling products or betting offers.

This bill seeks to outlaw the use by private operators of the National 
Lottery’s activities to profit or otherwise make further betting offers.

Section 1 deals with the short title, collective citation, and commencement 
of the bill.

Section 2 defines the terms used in the bill.

Section 3 amends section 46 of the National Lottery Act 2013 in three 
material respects:

(a) by making it a criminal offence for a bookmaker to use the National
Lottery or any of its products for the purposes of a betting offer;
(b) by increasing the penalties for such an offence; and
(c) by making bodies corporate, as well as individuals, criminally
liable for breaches of this provision.

Senators Barry Ward, Emer Currie, Micheál Carrigy, 
Aibreán, 2021.
Wt. —. 145. 4/21. Essentra. (87471). Gr. 30-15.
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