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*Government amendments are denoted by an asterisk

SECTION 1
*1. In  page  5,  line  18,  to  delete  “Family Leave  Act  2021”  and  substitute  “Family Leave  and 

Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2021”.

*2. In page 5, line 19, to delete “other than Part 4” and substitute “other than Parts 4 and 9”.

*3. In page 5, between lines 26 and 27, to insert the following:

“(4) Part 9 shall come into operation on such day or days as the Minister for Justice may 
by order or orders appoint either generally or with reference to any particular purpose 
or  provision  and  different  days  may  be  so  appointed  for  different  purposes  or 
provisions.”.

SECTION 4
4. In page 6, between lines 2 and 3, to insert the following:

“Reporting
4. (1) The Minister shall, not later than 12 months after the passing of this Act, carry out a 

review of the operation of this Act.

(2) Without  prejudice  to  the  generality of  the  foregoing,  the  Minister,  as  part  of  the 
review, shall:

(a) conduct policy and budgetary analysis on a potential further extension of leave 
under this Act, from five weeks to nine weeks;

(b) consider  the  degree  to  which  EU  Directive  2019/1158  requires  further 
transposition into Irish law; and

(c) consider the need to increase the rate of payment for leave under this Act.

(3) The Minister shall, not later than three months after the commencement of the review 
under subsection (1), make a report to each House of the Oireachtas on the findings of 
that review, including proposals for policy and legislative reform.”.

—Senator Lynn Ruane.
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NEW SECTION
*5. In page 16, after line 18, to insert the following:

“PART 9

AMENDMENT OF JUDICIAL COUNCIL ACT 2019 AND PERSONAL INJURIES ASSESSMENT BOARD ACT 2003

Amendment of Judicial Council Act 2019
30. The Judicial Council Act 2019 is amended by—

(a) the substitution of the following section for section 99:

“Amendment of section 22 of Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004
99. Section 22 of the Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 is amended by—

(a) the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (1):

‘(1) Subject to section 100 of the Act of 2019 and subsection (1A)
(b), the court shall, in assessing damages in a personal injuries 
action commenced on or after the date on which section 99 of 
that Act comes into operation—

(a) have regard to the personal injuries guidelines (within the 
meaning of that Act) in force, and

(b) where it departs from those guidelines, state the reasons for 
such departure in giving its decision.’,

(b) the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (1):

‘(1A) The  court  shall  have  regard  to  the  Book  of  Quantum  in 
assessing damages in a personal injuries action where the action 
is commenced—

(a) before  the  date  on  which  section  99  of  the  Act  of  2019 
comes into operation, or

(b) on  or  after  the  date  on  which  that  section  comes  into 
operation in relation to a relevant claim where—

(i) an assessment was made under section 20 of the Act of 
2003 in  relation to  that  claim before the  date  of  such 
coming into operation, and

(ii) that  assessment  was  not,  or  was  deemed  not  to  have 
been, accepted in accordance with that Act.’,

(c) in subsection (2)—

(i) the substitution of ‘Subsection (1A)’ for ‘Subsection (1)’, and

(ii) the substitution of ‘in a personal injuries action to which that 
subsection applies’ for ‘in a personal injuries action’,
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and

(d) the substitution of the following subsection for subsection (3):

‘(3) In this section—

‘Act of 2019’ means the Judicial Council Act 2019;

‘assessment’ has the same meaning as it has in section 20(1) of 
the Act of 2003;

‘Book  of  Quantum’  means  the  Book  of  Quantum  that, 
immediately before the coming into operation of section 99 of 
the  Act  of  2019,  stands  published  by  the  Personal  Injuries 
Assessment Board under the Act of 2003;

‘relevant claim’ has the same meaning as it has in section 9 of 
the Act of 2003.”,

and

(b) the insertion of the following section after section 99:

“Consideration  of  personal  injuries  guidelines  as  amended  in  certain 
circumstances
100. (1) Where the Council adopts amendments under section 7(2)(g)(ii) to the 

personal injuries guidelines, for the purposes of section 22(1) of the 
Civil Liability and Courts Act 2004 the court shall continue to have 
regard to the personal injuries guidelines in force immediately prior to 
the adoption of the guidelines as amended in assessing damages in a 
personal injuries action where the action is commenced—

(a) before the date on which the guidelines as amended are adopted, or

(b) on or after the date on which the guidelines as amended are adopted 
in relation to a relevant claim where—

(i) an assessment was made under section 20 of the Act of 2003 in 
relation to that claim before the date of such adoption, and

(ii) that  assessment  was  not,  or  was  not  deemed  to  have  been, 
accepted in accordance with that Act.

(2) In this section—

‘Act of 2003’ means the Personal Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003;

‘assessment’ has the same meaning as it has in section 20(1) of the Act 
of 2003;

‘relevant claim’ has the same meaning as it has in section 9 of the Act 
of 2003.”.
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Amendment of section 20 of Personal Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003
31. Section 20 of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board Act 2003 is amended by—

(a) in subsection (4), the substitution of “Subject to subsection (5), an assessment 
shall be made” for “An assessment shall be made”, and

(b) the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (4):

“(5) In making, on or after the date of coming into operation of section 99 
of  the Judicial  Council  Act  2019,  an  assessment  in  relation  to  a 
relevant  claim of  the  amount  of  damages  for  personal  injuries  the 
claimant is entitled to, assessors shall—

(a) have regard to the personal injuries guidelines (within the meaning 
of that Act) in force, and

(b) where they depart from those guidelines, state the reasons for such 
departure and include those reasons in the assessment in writing 
under section 30(1).”.”.

TITLE
*6. In page 5, line 12, after  “nine;” to insert  “to amend the Judicial  Council  Act 2019 and the 

Personal  Injuries  Assessment  Board  Act  2003 to  make  further  provision  in  relation  to  the 
operation of personal injuries guidelines adopted by the Judicial Council;”.
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