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Leasuithe
Amendments

SECTION 1
1. In page 6, between lines 4 and 5, to insert the following:

“(5) The Minister  shall,  within 90 days  of  the passing of this  Act,  publish a report  on 
options for the enhancement of carer’s leave and carer’s benefit in light of the impact 
of Covid-19.”.

—Denis Naughten, Cathal Berry, Sean Canney, Noel Grealish, Verona Murphy, 
Matt Shanahan, Michael Lowry, Peter Fitzpatrick.

SECTION 4
2. In page 6, between lines 9 and 10, to insert the following:

“Reporting
4. (1) The Minister shall, not later than six months after the passing of this Act, carry out a 

review of the operation of this Act.

(2) Without  prejudice  to  the  generality of  the  foregoing,  the  Minister,  as  part  of  the 
review, shall—

(a) conduct policy and budgetary analysis on a potential further extension of leave 
under this Act, from five weeks to nine weeks and establish a timeline for this 
provision,

(b) consider  the  degree  to  which  EU  Directive  2019/1158  requires  further 
transposition into Irish law and present a timeline for its full implementation,

(c) assess  the  possibility  of  streamlining  all  parental  leave  legislation  including 
Maternity/Paternity/Parental  Leave  and  Benefit  to  simplify  parental  leave 
provision,
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(d) examine ways  to  close  the  substantial  gap between the  end  of  parental  leave 
(including paid and unpaid leave entitlements) and the start of Early Childhood 
Education and Care entitlement,

(e) examine ways in which paid parental leave can be extended to lone parents in 
order to provide equality between one-parent families and two-parent families, 
and

(f) consider  the need to increase  the  rate of  payment  for  leave under this  Act  to 
encourage increased take up of the scheme.

(3) The Minister shall, not later than three months after the commencement of the review 
under subsection (1), make a report to each House of the Oireachtas on the findings of 
that review, including proposals for policy and legislative reform.”.

—Gary Gannon.

3. In page 6, between lines 9 and 10, to insert the following:

“Reporting
4. (1) The Minister shall, not later than six months after the passing of this Act, carry out a 

review of the operation of this Act.

(2) Without  prejudice  to  the  generality of  the  foregoing,  the  Minister,  as  part  of  the 
review, shall—

(a) conduct policy and budgetary analysis on a potential further extension of leave 
under this Act, from five weeks to nine weeks and establish a timeline for this 
provision,

(b) consider  the  degree  to  which  EU  Directive  2019/1158  requires  further 
transposition into Irish law and present a timeline for its full implementation,

(c) assess  the  possibility  of  streamlining  all  parental  leave  legislation  including 
Maternity/Paternity/Parental  Leave  and  Benefit  to  simplify  parental  leave 
provision,

(d) examine ways  to  close  the  substantial  gap between the  end  of  parental  leave 
(including paid and unpaid leave entitlements) and the start of Early Childhood 
Education and Care entitlement,

(e) examine ways in which paid parental leave can be extended to lone parents, and

(f) consider  the need to increase  the  rate of  payment  for  leave under this  Act  to 
encourage increased take up of the scheme.

(3) The Minister shall, not later than three months after the commencement of the review 
under subsection (1), make a report to each House of the Oireachtas on the findings of 
that review, including proposals for policy and legislative reform.”.

—Jennifer Whitmore.
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SECTION 25
4. In page 15, between lines 25 and 26, to insert the following:

“(f) by the insertion of the following definition:

“  ‘lone  parent  or  one-parent  family’ in  relation  to  families  means 
where  one individual  parent  has  sole  caring responsibilities  for  the 
child or is the primary caregiver for the child due to, but not limited to, 
the  death of  a parent,  separation,  divorce or in  cases  where  a civil 
partnership has dissolved or in cases where an individual has adopted 
a child, but does not apply—

(a) in the case of ‘lone parent or one-parent families’ having marriage 
status unless—

(i) the parties are separated under an order of a court of competent 
jurisdiction or by deed of separation, or

(ii) they  are  in  fact  separated  in  such  circumstances  that  the 
separation is likely to be permanent,

(b) in the case of either civil partner in a civil partnership unless the 
civil  partners  are  living  separately  in  circumstances  where 
reconciliation is unlikely, or

(c) in the case of cohabitants.”,”.

—Gary Gannon.

SECTION 26
5. In page 15, between lines 28 and 29, to insert the following:

“(2) Section 5(4) of the Act of 2019 is amended by the insertion of the following after 
paragraph (b):

“unless in cases with a ‘lone parent or one-parent family’ (under the 
definition outlined in section 2(1)), the lone parent may apply for the 
maximum of 10 weeks parent’s leave or in the case where one parent 
is unable to care for the child due to severe illness, hospitalisation or 
incarceration which is expected to last for 104 weeks after the date of 
birth of the child or placement of the child, the primary caregiver may 
apply for the maximum of 10 weeks parent’s leave.”.”.

—Gary Gannon.

SECTION 28
6. In page 16, line 34, to delete “2 years” and substitute “3 years”.

—Jennifer Whitmore.

7. In page 16, line 35, to delete “2 years” and substitute “3 years”.

—Jennifer Whitmore.
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NEW SECTION
8. In page 19, after line 9 to insert the following:

“PART 9

REPORT ON EFFECT OF PERSONAL INJURY GUIDELINES ON THE COST OF INSURANCE

Amendment of Judicial Council Act 2019
32. The Judicial Council Act 2019 is amended by the insertion of the following section after 

section 99:

“Report on effect of personal injuries guidelines on the cost of insurance
100. (1) Regulations  made  by  the  Department  of  Finance  shall  require 

insurance  providers  to  provide  information  to  the  Central  Bank  of 
Ireland about the effect of personal injuries guidelines, as defined in 
section 90 of the Judicial Council Act 2019 and adopted under section 
7 of the Judicial Council Act 2019, on individuals who hold policies of 
insurance with insurance providers.

(2) The regulations shall provide that an insurance provider is required to 
provide information only if it has issued third-party personal injuries 
policies  of  insurance  on  or  after  the  adoption  of  personal  injuries 
guidelines under section 7 of the Judicial Council Act 2019.

(3) The Regulations may:

(a) specify  the  information  or  descriptions  of  information  to  be 
provided;

(b) specify how information is to be provided;

(c) specify when information is to be provided;

(d) require that information or specified descriptions of information be 
audited by a qualified auditor before being provided;

(e) make provision about the audit;

(f) require that details of the auditor be provided to the Central Bank 
of Ireland.

(4) Regulations  under  subsection  (3)(a)  may  in  particular  require  an 
insurance provider to provide information, by reference to each of the 
report years, about:

(a) the amount paid by the insurance provider during the report period 
under its third-party personal injury policies of insurance in respect 
of personal injuries sustained by third-parties;

(b) the amount that the insurance provider might reasonably have been 
expected to pay in respect of those injuries if the personal injuries 
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guidelines  had not  been adopted under  section 7 of  the  Judicial 
Council Act 2019;

(c) the mean of the amounts paid during the report period under those 
policies in respect of those injuries;

(d) what might reasonably have been expected to be the mean of the 
amounts paid in respect  of those injuries if  the personal injuries 
guidelines  had not  been adopted under  section 7 of  the  Judicial 
Council Act 2019;

(e) the amount charged by the insurance provider by way of premiums 
for relevant third-party personal injury policies of insurance where 
the cover starts in the report period;

(f) the amount that the insurer might reasonably have been expected to 
charge  by  way  of  premiums  for  those  policies  if  the  personal 
injuries  guidelines  had  not  been  adopted  under  section  7  of  the 
Judicial Council Act 2019;

(g) the mean of the premiums charged for those policies;

(h) what might reasonably have been expected to be the mean of the 
premiums  charged  for  those  policies  if  the  personal  injuries 
guidelines  had not  been adopted under  section 7 of  the  Judicial 
Council Act 2019;

(i) if  any reduction in  the  amounts  referred to  in  paragraph (a)  has 
been used to confer benefits other than through reduced premiums 
on individuals, those benefits.

(5) The regulations may make provision about the methods to be used in 
determining  the  amounts  described  in  subsection  (4),  including 
provision about factors to be taken into account.

(6) The report years referred to in subsection (4) will be each year starting 
from the year in which section 99 of the Judicial Council Act 2019 is 
commenced, for a period of four years.

(7) The Central Bank shall,  from time to time and at least  once a year 
following  the  year  in  which  this  section  is  commenced,  present  a 
report to the Minister for Finance that relates to information collected 
under subsection (4). The Minister shall as soon as possible thereafter 
cause  a  copy  of  that  report  to  be  laid  before  each  House  of  the 
Oireachtas.”.”.

—Pearse Doherty.
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