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AN BILLE COSANTA (SRIAN LE TEIDIL ÁIRITHE A ÚSÁID), 2021
DEFENCE (RESTRICTION ON USE OF CERTAIN TITLES) BILL 2021

Bill
entitled

An Act to restrict the use of the terms “Óglaigh na hÉireann” and “Defence Forces” to 
the defence forces raised and maintained under the Defence Acts 1954 to 2015, and for 
that purpose to restrict the inclusion of those words in the names of certain other bodies 
by amending the Defence Act 1954, and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Restriction of use of terms “Óglaigh na hÉireann” or “Defence Forces”
1. The Defence Act 1954 is amended in Part VI (offences in relation to the defence forces 

and military property) by the insertion of the following section after section 258:

“258A.(1) This  section  does  not  apply  to  the  Defence  Forces  raised  and 
maintained under the Defence Acts 1954 to 2021.

(2) A person commits an offence if he or she without lawful authority—

(a) forms,  creates  or  establishes whether  formally or  informally any 
group, association, organisation or other body that, in relation to 
itself, uses as its name or title, or describes or styles itself using—

(i) the term “Óglaigh na hÉireann”,

(ii) in  relation  to  the  State  or  any  Part  of  the  State  the  term 
“Defence Forces”, or

(iii) any words closely resembling either of those terms,

as its name, title or description, or styles itself as such, or as part 
of its name, title, description or styling,

or

(b) joins or acts as a member of any group, association, organisation or 
other body that uses a term or title to which paragraph (a) relates.

(3) A person who commits an offence under subsection (2) shall be liable 
on summary conviction to a class D fine.

(4) In  relation  to  any  group,  association,  organisation  or  other  body, 
nothing in subsection (2) shall be construed as making it an offence—
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(a) to include as part of its name, title or description a term to which 
that subsection relates were the body concerned has been lawfully 
established and remains lawfully established—

(i) primarily to represent, provide services or other support to one 
or more of the following:

(I) serving members or past members of the Defence Forces or 
any class or classes of such members or former members;

(II) persons who were engaged in pre-truce military service or 
post-truce  military  service  (within  the  meanings  given  in 
section 5 of the Army Pensions Act 1932);

(III) persons who are or were dependants—

(A) of such serving members or past members, or

(B) of persons who were engaged in such pre-truce military 
service or post-truce military service,

or are or were dependants of deceased persons who had at any time 
been members of the Defence Forces or of deceased persons who 
were so engaged;

(IV) spouses,  civil  partners  (within  the  meaning  of  the  Civil 
Partnership  and  Certain  Rights  and  Obligations  of 
Cohabitants  Act  2010)  or  cohabiting  couples  (within  the 
meaning  of  the  Adoption  Act  2010,  as  amended  by  the 
Children and Family Relationships Act 2015) of members or 
former members of the Defence Forces, and where any such 
member or former member has died, his or her spouse, civil 
partner or survivor of the cohabiting couple at the time of 
the member’s death;

or

(ii) wholly  for  historical  or  cultural  research  or  appreciation  of 
matters  to  which  the  use  of  such  title  or  description  is  of 
primary  relevance  to  the  purposes  or  objects  of  the  body 
concerned,

or

(b) to  be  a  member  of  any such  group,  association,  organisation  or 
other body.

(5) Where  an  offence  under  subsection  (2)  is  committed  by  a  body 
corporate  or  by  a  person  purporting  to  act  on  behalf  of  a  body 
corporate or an unincorporated body of persons and is proved to have 
been committed with the  consent,  connivance or  approval  of,  or  to 
have been attributable to any wilful neglect on the part of, any person 
who, when the offence was committed, was a director, a member of 
the  committee  of  management  or  other  controlling  authority of  the 
body concerned, or the manager, secretary or other officer of the body 
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or a person who was purporting to act in any such capacity, that person 
shall also be guilty of an offence and be liable to be proceeded against 
and punished as if guilty of the first-mentioned offence.

(6) (a) A reference in this section to a group, association, organisation or 
other body includes a body whether corporate or unincorporated.

(b) In subsection (4) ‘dependant’, in relation to a dependant of a person 
to whom clause (I) or (II) of subsection (4)(a)(i) applies, includes a 
person who is or was a dependant of such a person for the purposes 
of any of the following:

(i) the Army Pensions Acts 1923 to 1980;

(ii) the Defence Forces (Pensions) Acts 1932 to 2004;

(iii) the Superannuation Acts 1834 to 1963;

(iv) the Superannuation and Pensions Act 1976;

(v) the Single Public Service Pension Scheme.

(7) This section is without prejudice to sections 18 and 19 of the Offences 
Against the State Act 1939 or any order made under the said section 
19.”.

Short title, collective citation and commencement
2. (1) This Act may be cited as the Defence (Restriction on Use of Certain Titles) Act 2021.

(2) The  Defence Acts 1954 to 2015 and this Act may be cited together as the Defence 
Acts 1954 to 2021.

(3) This Act comes into operation three months after the date of its passing or on such 
earlier  date  than  the  said  three  months  as  the  Minister  for  Justice  may by order 
appoint.
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An Bille Cosanta (Srian le Teidil Áirithe a 
Úsáid), 2021

 
                       

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

 
Acht  do  shrianadh  úsáid  na  dtéarmaí  “Óglaigh  na 

hÉireann” agus “Defence Forces” do na fórsaí 
cosanta a bhunaítear agus a chothabháiltear faoi 
na  hAchtanna  Cosanta,  1954  go  2015,  agus, 
chun na críche sin, do shrianadh na focail sin a 
bheith  ar  áireamh  in  ainmneacha  comhlachtaí 
áirithe eile tríd an Acht Cosanta, 1954, a leasú, 
agus  do  dhéanamh  socrú  i  dtaobh  nithe 
gaolmhara.

 

Na Seanadóirí Maolcholm Ó Broin, Fiona M.  Ní  
Lochlainn agus Páid Ó Cathasaigh a thug isteach,

15 Feabhra, 2021
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