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Purpose of the Bill
The purpose of the proposed legislative amendment below is to provide 

an increased level of protection, for those at risk of homelessness following 
an eviction notice, to prevent their entry into emergency accommodation.

Section 3 of the legislative amendment proposes to change tenancy law 
so that a person or family at risk of homelessness is provided with a three-
month extension to their notice period.

This three-month extension would be triggered by a housing authority, 
i.e. a local authority, certifying a person or family as being ‘at risk of 
homelessness’ within the meaning of homelessness as set out in the Housing 
Act, upon the termination of the existing notice period.

To certify a person or family as being at risk of homelessness, the 
Housing Authority must be satisfied that:

• on reasonable grounds the tenant is unable to secure alternative 
accommodation;

• in the opinion of the Housing Authority, they will become homeless 
upon quitting the dwelling

The benefits of this legislative proposal are two-fold:

• the proposal provides additional time for a person or family to 
find alternative accommodation, and therefore avoid entering 
homelessness and emergency accommodation. This is particularly 
crucial given the challenging environment that currently exists in the 
private rental market in relation to the availability of affordable rental 
accommodation;

• the new protection will put individuals and families on the radars of 
local authorities at an earlier point, allowing outreach and prevention 
teams to assist people in finding alternative accommodation with a 
more reasonable time period for the local authority. Currently local 
authorities may only encounter a crisis situation just as a notice 
period is about to end, often times too late to source alternative 
private rental accommodation and avoid emergency accommodation.

By triggering a three-month homelessness prevention period, local 
authorities will be able to work with local people and families to avoid 
emergency accommodation.
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Given the pressing social and public good associated with avoiding 
emergency accommodation and preventing homelessness, a three-month 
extension period to a tenancy is a fair and reasonable balance between the 
property rights of landlords and the exigencies of the common good. Such 
a legislative change is well established in precedent, given the increases in 
notice periods that have been repeatedly introduced in recent years.

They key difference with this legislative proposal to previous extensions 
to notice periods is that it is triggered by the involvement of a local authority, 
and thus allows a local authority to engage for at least a three-month period 
with a local person or family who is at risk of homelessness.

Eoin Ó Broin, TD,
Nollaig, 2021
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