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HOUSES OF THE OIREACHTAS COMMISSION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2021
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Leasuithe
Amendments

SECTION 1
1. In page 3, between lines 23 and 24, to insert the following:

“and

(c) by the insertion of the following subsection after subsection (2):

“(2A) A sum greater  than  the  sum referred  to  in  subsection  (2)  may be 
charged on and paid out of the Central Fund or the growing produce of 
that Fund in accordance with subsection (1), where such monies are 
used  for  the  purposes  of  an  increase  in  the  remuneration  of  those 
employed under the Scheme for Secretarial Assistance.”.”.

—Thomas Pringle, Duncan Smith, Ivana Bacik, Alan Kelly, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Seán 
Sherlock, Ged Nash, Brendan Howlin, Bríd Smith, Paul Murphy, Gino Kenny, Richard 

Boyd-Barrett, Cian O’Callaghan, Róisín Shortall, Michael Healy-Rae, Catherine Murphy, 
Joan Collins, Mairéad Farrell, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne, Pat Buckley, 

Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, David 
Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Kathleen Funchion, 

Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny, Claire Kerrane, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, 
Mary Lou McDonald, Denise Mitchell, Imelda Munster, Johnny Mythen, Louise O’Reilly, 

Darren O’Rourke, Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan, Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark 
Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne, Eoin Ó Broin, Donnachadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, 

Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Catherine Connolly, Gary Gannon, Holly Cairns, Jennifer Whitmore.

SECTION 2
2. In page 3, between lines 23 and 24, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Houses of the Oireachtas Commission Act 2003
2. The Houses of the Oireachtas Commission Act 2003 is amended by the insertion of the 

following section after section 21:

“22. (1) The  determination  of  remuneration  for  those  employed  under  the 
Scheme  for  Secretarial  Assistance  shall  be  made  solely  by  the 
Commission.
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[SECTION 2]

(2) The expenditure incurred by the Commission shall, with the approval 
of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform, be charged on 
and paid out of the Central Fund or the growing produce of that Fund 
by the Minister for Finance.”.”.

—Thomas Pringle, Duncan Smith, Ivana Bacik, Alan Kelly, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Seán 
Sherlock, Ged Nash, Brendan Howlin, Bríd Smith, Paul Murphy, Gino Kenny, Richard 

Boyd-Barrett, Cian O’Callaghan, Róisín Shortall, Michael Healy-Rae, Catherine Murphy, 
Joan Collins, Mairéad Farrell, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne, Pat Buckley, 

Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, David 
Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Kathleen Funchion, 

Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny, Claire Kerrane, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, 
Mary Lou McDonald, Denise Mitchell, Imelda Munster, Johnny Mythen, Louise O’Reilly, 

Darren O’Rourke, Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan, Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark 
Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne, Eoin Ó Broin, Donnachadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, 

Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Catherine Connolly, Gary Gannon, Holly Cairns, Jennifer Whitmore.

3. In page 3, between lines 23 and 24, to insert the following:

“Report on remuneration of Oireachtas political staff
2. The Minister shall, within 6 months of the passing of this Act, lay a report before both 

Houses of the Oireachtas outlining—

(a) progress in relation to resolving the pay claim submitted on behalf of secretarial 
assistants working in the Oireachtas,

(b) progress  in  relation to  the  recognition of  the  work of  secretarial  assistants  as 
being beyond both the title and description of the role,

(c) the potential for the transfer of functions in respect of pay of political staff from 
the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform to the Commission, and

(d) engagement the Minister has had with union representatives of political staff in 
respect of their pay claim.”.

—Thomas Pringle, Duncan Smith, Ivana Bacik, Alan Kelly, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Seán 
Sherlock, Ged Nash, Brendan Howlin, Bríd Smith, Paul Murphy, Gino Kenny, Richard 

Boyd-Barrett, Cian O’Callaghan, Róisín Shortall, Michael Healy-Rae, Catherine Murphy, 
Joan Collins, Mairéad Farrell, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne, Pat Buckley, 

Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, David 
Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Kathleen Funchion, 

Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny, Claire Kerrane, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, 
Mary Lou McDonald, Denise Mitchell, Imelda Munster, Johnny Mythen, Louise O’Reilly, 

Darren O’Rourke, Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan, Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark 
Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne, Eoin Ó Broin, Donnachadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, 

Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Catherine Connolly, Gary Gannon, Holly Cairns, Jennifer Whitmore.
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[SECTION 2]

4. In page 3, between lines 23 and 24, to insert the following:

“Report on continuation of provisions of Scheme for Secretarial Assistance
2. The Minister shall, within 6 months of the passing of this Act, lay a report before both 

Houses of the Oireachtas outlining—

(a) considerations in respect of the replacement of the secretarial assistant grade with 
the parliamentary assistant grade in respect of those employed by a member of 
Seanad Éireann,

(b) considerations in respect of the replacement of the secretarial assistant grade with 
the administrative assistant grade in respect of those employed by members of 
Dáil Éireann, and 

(c) considerations in respect of the additional staffing requirements of members of 
both Houses of the Oireachtas with due regard to the changes which have taken 
place in respect of the work of members of both Houses of the Oireachtas since 
the Scheme for Secretarial Assistance was created.”.

—Thomas Pringle, Duncan Smith, Ivana Bacik, Alan Kelly, Aodhán Ó Ríordáin, Seán 
Sherlock, Ged Nash, Brendan Howlin, Bríd Smith, Paul Murphy, Gino Kenny, Richard 

Boyd-Barrett, Cian O’Callaghan, Róisín Shortall, Michael Healy-Rae, Catherine Murphy, 
Joan Collins, Mairéad Farrell, Chris Andrews, John Brady, Martin Browne, Pat Buckley, 

Matt Carthy, Sorca Clarke, Rose Conway-Walsh, Réada Cronin, Seán Crowe, David 
Cullinane, Pa Daly, Pearse Doherty, Paul Donnelly, Dessie Ellis, Kathleen Funchion, 

Thomas Gould, Johnny Guirke, Martin Kenny, Claire Kerrane, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, 
Mary Lou McDonald, Denise Mitchell, Imelda Munster, Johnny Mythen, Louise O’Reilly, 

Darren O’Rourke, Maurice Quinlivan, Patricia Ryan, Brian Stanley, Pauline Tully, Mark 
Ward, Violet-Anne Wynne, Eoin Ó Broin, Donnachadh Ó Laoghaire, Ruairí Ó Murchú, 

Aengus Ó Snodaigh, Catherine Connolly, Gary Gannon, Holly Cairns, Jennifer Whitmore.
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