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SECTION 6
1. In page 4, between lines 36 and 37, to insert the following:

“Disability Allowance – new rate
6. Schedule 4 to the Principal Act is amended in column 2 of the table in Part 1 by the 

substitution of “€223” for “€203” in the weekly rate for Disability Allowance.”.

—Catherine Connolly, Thomas Pringle.

2. In page 5, to delete lines 1 to 5 and substitute the following:

“in subsection (1)—

(a) in paragraph (a), by the deletion of “and has not attained pensionable age; and”, 
and

(b) by the insertion of the following paragraph after paragraph (b):

“(ba) in relation to a person in respect of whom paragraph (b)(ii) applies, 
the  person’s  earnings  from  self-employment,  calculated  in 
accordance  with  regulations  under  section  68P,  does  not  exceed 
€480 in relation to a 4 week period,”.”.

—Catherine Connolly, Thomas Pringle.

3. In page 5, to delete line 5 and substitute “€960 in relation to an eight week period,”.

—Joan Collins, Claire Kerrane.

SECTION 11
4. In page 6, to delete line 5 and substitute the following:

“(2) That  the Carer’s Support  Grant  be paid in two instalments of  €925,  with the first 
instalment paid in January 2021 and the second as usual, in June 2021.”.

—Claire Kerrane.
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5. In page 6, line 5, to delete “June 2021” and substitute “January 2021”.

—Catherine Connolly, Thomas Pringle.

SECTION 18
6. In page 9, between lines 8 and 9, to insert the following:

“Reports
18. (1) Within three months of the passing of this Act, the Minister shall produce a report to 

the Oireachtas on the levels of fuel poverty in the population, the impact of increased 
energy and heating costs and the advisability of increasing the income thresholds for 
access to fuel allowance supports.

(2) Within three months of the passing of this Act, the Minister shall produce a report to 
the  Oireachtas  on  the  impact  of  the  operation  of  EWSS  on  employees  income, 
including  the  levels  and  amounts  of  employer  top  ups,  and  the  access  of  these 
employees to additional  State support such as Jobseeker’s payments for short-time 
working.

(3) Within three months of the passing of this Act, the Minister shall produce a report to 
the  Oireachtas  on  the  implications  for  the  Social  Insurance  Fund  employer’s 
contributions in order to fund additional benefits including the possibility of reducing 
the  State  retirement  age  to  65,  and  the  reversal  of  changes  to  the  number  of 
contributions needed to qualify for  the contributory pension.  The report  shall  also 
examine among other matters the levels of employer contributions in other EU states.

(4) Within three months of the passing of this Act, the Minister shall produce a report to 
the Oireachtas on the impact on the mental health, living standard and general welfare 
of lower rates of Jobseeker’s Allowance for those aged 18 to 24 who are not classified 
as living independently.”.

—Bríd Smith, Richard Boyd Barrett, Gino Kenny.

7. In page 9, between lines 8 and 9, to insert the following:

“Report on the effectiveness and adequacy of the Fuel Allowance
18. The Minister shall prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 

effectiveness,  adequacy,  coverage  and  eligibility  of  the  Fuel  Allowance  Scheme  in 
addressing the heating requirements of households experiencing energy poverty and that 
the  report  shall  be  presented to  the  Oireachtas  Joint  Committee  on Social  Protection 
within nine months of the passing of this Act.”.

—Claire Kerrane.

8. In page 9, between lines 8 and 9, to insert the following:

“Report on income limits for Carer’s Allowance
18. The Minister shall carry out a review on the income limits for Carer’s Allowance and 

explore  the  expansion  of  the  income  limit  to  allow  for  those  on  average  industrial 
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incomes  to  qualify  for  the  payment  and  that  the  report  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Social Protection within six months of the passing of this 
Act.”.

—Claire Kerrane.

9. In page 9, between lines 8 and 9, to insert the following:

“Report on the effectiveness of the JobPath scheme
18. The Minister shall prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 

effectiveness of the JobPath scheme and the impact it is having on the sustainability of 
other job activation schemes and that the report shall be presented to the Oireachtas Joint 
Committee on Social Protection within six months of the passing of this Act.”.

—Claire Kerrane.
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