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Introduction
This Bill relates to forestry licensing and primarily aims to align the 

processes and procedures for appeals of licensing decisions to the Forestry 
Appeals Committee with similar planning processes. The Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine is the licensing authority for licences 
for felling, afforestation, forest road works or aerial fertilisation of forests. 
Public participation in licence decision making is afforded at application 
stage by means of submission and once a decision is made and a licence 
issued, there is a right of appeal to the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC).

The current appeals system is overwhelmed, with long delays in 
processing and requires immediate reform in order to become more 
efficient and effective for all stakeholders. Aligning the system with other 
planning systems has the purpose of introducing efficiencies and making 
for a more responsive and timely process. This will be achieved through 
provisions in the Bill:

• Increasing the capacity of the FAC to determine appeals by enabling 
it to sit in divisions of itself;

• Enabling the FAC to determine appeals without an oral hearing where 
it is possible to properly dispose of an appeal in that manner;

• Providing the Minister with a regulation making power to specify, 
inter alia, the procedures in relation to appointments to the FAC and 
for other FAC related matters generally;

The Bill also proposes the introduction of fees for appeals, by means 
of regulation, similar to other planning processes. It also provides for 
measures of enhanced public consultation, providing for the publication of 
documentation relating to forestry applications.

Section 1 deals with definitions of the Forestry Act 2014 (Act of 2014) 
and the Agriculture Appeals Act 2001 (Act of 2001).

Section 2 covers the amendment of Section 14A of the Act of 2001. It 
provides for the appointment of deputy chairpersons to the FAC and for the 
Committee to sit in divisions of itself. It also provides for the Committee to 
have a quorum of two, for a time limit of 28 days to lodge an appeal and for 
the deletion of the provision that a decision of the FAC may be appealed to 
the High Court on any question of law.

Section 3 covers the amendment of Section 14A of the Act of 2001. It 
provides for the appointment of deputy chairpersons to the FAC and for the 
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Committee to sit in divisions of itself. It also provides for the Committee to 
have a quorum of two, for a time limit of 28 days to lodge an appeal and for 
the deletion of the provision that a decision of the FAC may be appealed to 
the High Court on any question of law.

Section 4 deals with further amendments to the Act of 2001. It includes 
provisions for procedures and arrangements for the conduct of appeals, 
including oral hearings, and for the types of decisions the FAC may make. 
It allows the Minister to issue general directives as to policy prioritising 
certain classes of appeal. It enables the Minister to make regulations having 
regard to the efficiency of the system of appeals, and the publication of 
documents relating to appeals on the FAC website. It also gives the Minister 
the power to prescribe fees, by regulation.

Section 5 amends the Act of 2014 and allows for the publication of 
application documents on the Department’s website. It also deletes certain 
sections of the Act so that the making of regulations to prescribe fees follow 
the procedures outlined in the Act of 2001.

Section 6 outlines the transitional and saving provisions for the coming 
into operation of the provisions of the Bill.

Section 7 deals with the short title, citation and commencement.

Financial Implications
This Bill allows for the recruitment of additional members to the 

Committee, in order that deputy chairpersons may be designated, and the 
Committee may sit in divisions. These appointments will be made in line 
with best practice in terms of remuneration and at the minimum cost to 
the Exchequer. The costs associated with this will be met from within the 
existing vote of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine and 
no additional funding is sought.

An Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara
Meán Fómhair, 2020.
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