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HOUSING (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS REGARDING SHORT-TERM LETTINGS)
BILL 2020

Bill
entitled

An Act to temporarily suspend the provision of short-term lettings in certain cases, with 
the objective of increasing the number of dwellings available for rent; and to provide for 
related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Interpretation
1. (1) In this Act—

“accommodation  establishment”  means  an  establishment  of  the  kind  commonly 
known as a bed and breakfast, guest house, hotel, boarding house or hostel, but does 
not include an establishment in respect of which services which are commonly known 
by the name short-term lettings are provided;

“city” has the same meaning as it has in section 84 of the Planning and Development 
Act 2000 (as amended by the Local Government Reform Act 2014);

“house” (save where expressly used to denote a House of the Oireachtas) has the same 
meaning as it has in the Planning and Development Act 2000;

“large town”  means a  town (other  than  a  city)  the  population  of  which exceeded 
10,000 persons in the census of population which is for the time being the census of 
population most recently published;

“principal  private  residence”  means  the  house  in  which  the  person  providing  the 
short-term letting ordinarily resides;

“short-term letting” means, subject to subsection (2), the letting of a house or part of a 
house for any period not exceeding 28 days, and includes a licence that permits the 
licensee  to  enter  and  reside  in  the  house  or  part  thereof  for  any such  period  in 
consideration of the making by any person (whether or not the licensee) of a payment 
or payments to the licensor.

(2) For  the  avoidance  of  doubt,  this  Act  does  not  apply  to  a  residential  communal 
establishment  such  as  a  hospital,  nursing  home  or  children’s  home,  educational 
establishment, religious community, defence establishment, prison, shelter, refuge or 
accommodation establishment.
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Temporary suspension of short-term letting in certain cases
2. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), a person shall not provide a short-term letting in a 

city or large town.

(2) This section shall not apply to—

(a) the letting of a principal private residence or a licence that permits the licensee to 
enter  and  reside  in  a  principal  private  residence  (provided  that  the  aggregate 
number  of  days  during  a  year  in  which  that  residence  is  the  subject  of  such 
lettings or licences does not exceed 90 days), or

(b) the letting of part of a principal private residence or a licence that permits the 
licensee to enter and reside in part of a principal private residence.

(3) It shall be a defence to proceedings for an offence under this section for the defendant 
to show that he or she had undertaken, prior to the coming into operation of this Act, a 
binding obligation to provide,  on the occasion to  which the prosecution relates,  a 
short-term letting.

(4) A person who contravenes this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable 
on summary conviction to a class A fine.

(5) Where an offence under this section is committed by a body corporate and it is proved 
that the offence was committed with the consent or connivance, or was attributable to 
any wilful neglect, of a person who was a director, manager, secretary or other officer 
of the body corporate, or a person purporting to act in that capacity, that person, as 
well as the body corporate, shall be guilty of an offence and may be proceeded against 
and punished as if he or she were guilty of the first-mentioned offence.

Duration
3. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, this Act shall cease to be in operation on and 

from the date that is 36 months after the date of its passing.

(2) This Act may be continued in operation by a resolution, passed by each House of the 
Oireachtas while this Act is still in operation, resolving that this Act should continue 
in operation for such additional period, not exceeding 24 months, as may be specified 
in the resolutions.

(3) The power in subsection (2) to extend the period of operation of this Act shall not be 
exercised more than once.

(4) If, prior to the date on which this Act would otherwise cease to be in operation, a 
resolution is passed by each House of the Oireachtas certifying that in the opinion of 
the House the number of  houses which are occupied or are available for  rent  has 
increased, in the period of time since the passing of this Act, by a number that is 
sufficient  to ensure so far  as practicable the availability of accommodation for all 
persons then resident in the State who require accommodation in houses, then this Act 
shall cease to be in operation on the date on which the resolutions provided for in this 
subsection are passed (or, if they are passed on different dates, the date on which the 
second such resolution is passed).
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Short title and commencement
4. (1) This Act may be cited as the Housing (Temporary Provisions regarding Short-term 

Lettings) Act 2020.

(2) This Act shall come into operation one week after the date of its passing.
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