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*Government amendments are denoted by an asterisk

SECTION 8
1. In page 5, line 14, after “payment” to insert the following:

“and those who would have otherwise been entitled to the payment 
but were excluded on the basis that their residential address was, or 
is, in Northern Ireland shall now be entitled”.

—Senator Elisha McCallion.

2. In page 5, line 23, after “was,” to insert “or has made a new application to be,”.

—Senator Elisha McCallion.

3. In page 5, line 29, after “scheme” to insert “or an employed contributor whose employer wishes 
to avail of the said scheme”.

—Senator Elisha McCallion.

SECTION 11
4. In page 7, between lines 28 and 29, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Part 2 of Principal Act
11. Part 2 of the Principal Act is amended, in Chapter 9, by the insertion of the following 

new section after section 51:

“51A.The Minister shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
a report to be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas considering:

(i) the impact of Covid-19 on women on maternity leave, with due 
consideration  to  financial  concerns,  physical  and  mental 
wellbeing and the wellbeing and development of the child;

(ii) the options for extending maternity leave for those who utilised 
their allocation during the pandemic;

(iii) the  impact  of  Covid-19 on the  utilisation of  paid and unpaid 
parental leave, with due consideration to financial constraints, 
physical  and  mental  wellbeing  and  the  wellbeing  and 
development of the child; and
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(iv) the  potential  of  an  increased  allocation  of  paid  and  unpaid 
parental  leave  with  due  consideration  to  the  findings  of 
subparagraph (iii).”.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

5. In page 9, between lines 20 and 21, to insert the following:

“(6) The  Minister  shall,  within three  months  of  the  passing of  this  Act, 
prepare  a  report  to  be  laid  before  both  Houses  of  the  Oireachtas 
considering steps which might be taken to—

(a) ensure persons in receipt of the Covid-19 pandemic unemployment 
payment on or before April 2021 have voluntary access to a range 
of education, training and employment opportunities, and

(b) ensure that, for no period in the 24 months following initial receipt 
of  that  payment,  are  the  educational,  training  and  employment 
opportunities available to an individual limited to those provided 
by Jobpath.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

SECTION 12
6. In page 11, between lines 34 and 35, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Part 6 of Principal Act
12. Part 6 of the Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following section after 

section 233:

“233A.The Minister shall, within three months of the passing of this Act, prepare 
a report to be laid before both Houses of the Oireachtas considering, in 
the context of Covid-19:

(i) the  potential  for  the  Minister  to,  either  by  regulation  or  by 
statutory  instrument,  temporarily  waive  the  requirement  for 
‘full-time’ hours  in  respect  of  qualification  for  the  Working 
Family Payment, and

(ii) the  potential  for  the  Minister  to,  either  by  regulation  or  by 
statutory  instrument,  widen  the  definition  of  ‘full-time’ 
employment in respect of qualification for the Working Family 
Payment,  from  38  hours  per  fortnight  to  30  hours  per 
fortnight.”.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.
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[SECTION 13]

SECTION 13
7. In page 11, after line 38, to insert the following:

“Report on Social Welfare (Consolidated Claims, Payments and Control) (Amendment) 
(No. 9) (Absence from the State) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 242 of 2020)
13. In respect  of  the amendment made to  section 249 of  the Principal  Act  by the  Social 

Welfare (Consolidated Claims, Payments and Control) (Amendment) (No. 9) (Absence 
from the State) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 242 of 2020), the Minister shall—

(a) within six weeks of the passing of this Act, prepare a report to be laid before both 
Houses of the Oireachtas containing the rationale behind S.I. No. 242 of 2020 
and information on the manner of its implementation, including detail on any data 
sharing arrangements and the action of social welfare inspectors in airports, and

(b) ensure that any persons to whom S.I. No. 242 of 2020 might apply are provided 
with  such  explanatory  and  supporting  documents  from  the  Department  of 
Employment  Affairs  and  Social  Protection  as  may be  required  when  seeking 
refunds in respect of cancelled foreign travel.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.
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