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AN BILLE UM UCHTÁLACHA NEAMHFHOIRMIÚLA (TABHAIRT CHUN
RIALTACHTA), 2019

INFORMAL ADOPTIONS (REGULARISATION) BILL 2019

Bill
entitled

An Act to provide for the regularisation of the legal status of persons informally adopted 
in the State; and to provide for connected matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Part 1

PRELIMINARY

Short title
1. This Act may be cited as the Informal Adoptions (Regularisation) Act 2019.

Interpretation
2. In this Act—

“adoptive  parents”  means  a  married  couple,  or  both  or  either  of  them,  who  have 
informally adopted a child;

“Agency” means the Child and Family Agency;

“An tArd-Chláraitheoir” has the meaning given by section 1(1) of the Civil Registration 
Act 2004;

“informal adoption” means—

(a) the  placing  of  a  child  before  1  January 1980,  through  a  registered  adoption 
society or otherwise, into the care of a married couple neither of whom were 
parents of the child concerned—

(i) with a view to the child being held out and considered for all purposes to be 
the child of the couple concerned, born to them in wedlock, or to be their 
adopted child,

(ii) otherwise  than  with  a  view  to,  or  in  consequence  of,  the  making  of  an 
adoption order, and without regard to the need for such an order, and

(b) the furnishing of information to  an tArd-Chláraitheoir,  in connection with the 
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registration of the birth of the child concerned, purporting to show the couple to 
be the natural parents of the child.

“the Authority” means the Adoption Authority of Ireland;

“the court” means the Circuit Court;

Part 2

APPLICATION FOR ORDER RECOGNISING INFORMAL ADOPTION

Jurisdiction, venue and parties
3. (1) A person who was informally adopted may apply to  the court  for  an order  under 

section 4 (“an order”).

(2) The jurisdiction conferred on the court by  subsection (1) shall be exercised by the 
judge of the circuit in the county where any party to the proceedings ordinarily resides 
or  carries  on  any  profession,  business  or  occupation  or,  where  no  party  to  the 
proceedings ordinarily resides or carries on any profession, business or occupation in 
the State, by a judge assigned to the Dublin Circuit.

(3) Parties to an application for an order shall include:

(a) the adoptive parents, where living,

(b) the Agency,

(c) an tArd-Chláraitheoir, and

(d) the Attorney General.

(4) The court may direct that notice of an application for an order shall be given in such 
manner to such other persons as the court thinks fit and where notice is so given to 
any person the court may, either of its own motion or on the application of that person 
or any party to the proceedings, order that that person shall be added as a party to 
those proceedings and unless otherwise directed by the court the Attorney General 
shall notify any such parties.

(5) An application for an order may be made notwithstanding the fact that any person 
named in the application as an adoptive parent is not, or may not, be alive.

(6) On the hearing of an application the court may direct that the whole or any part of the 
proceedings shall be heard otherwise than in public, and an application for a direction 
under this subsection shall be so heard unless the court otherwise directs.

Order recognising informal adoption
4. (1) Where on hearing an application for an order under this section the court is satisfied 

that  the  persons  named  in  the  application  as  adoptive  parents  have  effected  an 
informal adoption of the applicant, the court may order—

(a) that  the  informal  adoption  is  deemed  to  be  a  valid  adoption,  effected  by an 
adoption order made on the date shown on the applicant’s birth certificate as his 
or her date of birth,
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(b) that the adoptive parents are deemed accordingly to be adopters of the applicant, 
and

(c) that an tArd-Chláraitheoir and the Authority shall take such steps as are necessary 
and are specified in the order, so as to give effect to its terms.

(2) An order made under this section shall be binding on the parties to the proceedings, 
and any person claiming through a party to the proceedings, and shall also be binding 
on the State.

Part 3

BIRTH CERTIFICATES AND RULES OF EVIDENCE

Birth certificate admissible in civil proceedings
5. Where—

(a) a document purports to be a birth certificate issued under—

(i) the Births and Deaths Registration Acts 1863 to 1987, or

(ii) the Civil Registration Acts 2004 to 2014,

and

(b) a person is named therein as father or mother of the person to whose birth the 
certificate relates,

the  document  is  admissible  in  any civil  proceedings  as  evidence  of  the  relationship 
indicated therein.

Inadmissibility of evidence to contradict birth certificate in certain circumstances
6. (1) Subject to subsection (2), where—

(a) a document purports to be a birth certificate issued under the Births and Deaths 
Registration Acts 1863 to 1987,

(b) a person is named therein as father or mother of the person to whose birth the 
certificate relates, and

(c) the person to whose birth the certificate relates has consistently been treated, with 
regard to the rights and duties of parents and children in relation to each other, as 
the child of the person so named as his or her father or mother,

evidence  tending  to  contradict  the  evidence  admissible  under  section 5 is  not 
admissible  against  the  person  to  whose  birth  the  certificate  relates,  or  any  one 
claiming under that person, in any civil proceedings where the relationship between 
that person and a person named in the certificate as his or her father or mother is put 
in issue.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in a case where the document purporting to be a birth 
certificate  was  fraudulently procured  by the  person  to  whose  birth  the  certificate 
relates.
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