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AN BILLE UM FHORBAIRT TIONSCAIL (FONDÚIREACHT EOLAÍOCHTA
ÉIREANN) (LEASÚ), 2018

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT (SCIENCE FOUNDATION IRELAND)
(AMENDMENT) BILL 2018

Bill
entitled

An Act to amend the Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) Act 2003 (as 
amended) to make provision to alter part of the functions requirement of Science 
Foundation Ireland to ensure balance between the promoting, developing and assisting 
the carrying out of oriented basic research as well as applied research; to initiate an 
independent review into the performance of the Foundation against that objective; to 
provide that the members of said Foundation’s Board would include at least 3 members 
from the field of academics and at least 3 members from the field of industrialists, and 
to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Interpretation
1. In this Act, save where the context otherwise requires—

“academics” include people whose primary interest/occupation is in the area of oriented 
basic  research  and  who  may be  linked  to  a  university  or  a  research  institute  which 
concentrates on oriented basic research;

“Act of 2003” means the Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland) Act 2003;

“industrialists” include people whose primary interest/occupation is in the area of applied 
research and who may be linked to a commercial undertaking and/or involved in other 
industry endeavours.

Amendment of section 7 of Act of 2003
2. The  Act  of  2003  (as  amended  by  the  Industrial  Development  (Science  Foundation 

Ireland) (Amendment) Act 2013 and the Industrial Development (Forfás Dissolution) Act 
2014) is amended in section 7 by—

(a) the substitution of the following for subsection (6):

“(6) The Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation may prescribe 
from  time  to  time  an  area  of  opportunity  related  to  science  or 
technology having regard to—
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(a) economic and social benefit,

(b) educational and academic benefit,

(c) long-term industrial competitiveness,

(d) environmentally sustainable development, or

(e) advancement in knowledge and pioneering discovery,

and  such  an  area  when  so  prescribed  shall  be  a  strategic  area  of 
opportunity.”.

and

(b) the insertion of the following new subsections:

“(7) The  Foundation  shall  ensure  an  appropriate  balance  is  achieved 
between the areas of oriented basic research and applied research and 
not allow an imbalance of funding, promotion or resources to occur.

(8) Any Ministerial direction under subsection (6) or otherwise shall be 
made within the context of subsection (7).

(9) (a) Within  three  months  of  the  commencement  of  this  section,  the 
Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation shall  initiate an 
independent review, in consultation with the Minister for Education 
and  Skills,  as  to  the  performance  of  the  Foundation  against  the 
functions as set out in this section, as amended, and in particular to 
ensure  that  a  balance  is  achieved  between the  twin  activities  of 
oriented basic research and applied research to ensure that each are 
supported to the degree that is optimal, and make recommendations 
arising from that review.

(b) Such a review will also consider the wider research system within 
the  State  and  consider  supports  for  institutions  involved  in 
research,  including  universities  and  institutes  of  technology,  and 
make recommendations as to what additional and complementary 
frameworks for  promotion,  funding and development of  research 
activities  are  required  across  the  sector,  to  include  physical 
infrastructure  and  equipment  as  well  as  individual  and  project 
based funding streams.”.

Amendment of section 8 of Act of 2003
3. The  Act  of  2003  (as  amended  by  the  Industrial  Development  (Science  Foundation 

Ireland) (Amendment) Act 2013 and the Industrial Development (Forfás Dissolution) Act 
2014) is amended in section 8 by the substitution of the following for subsection (2):

“(2) The Board shall consist of 12 members, of which number, at least—

(a) 3 members shall be from the field of academics, and

(b) 3 members shall be from the field of industrialists.”.
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Regulations
4. (1) The Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation may make regulations for the 

general purpose of this Act and may, by regulation, provide for any matter referred to 
in this Act as prescribed or to be prescribed.

(2) Every regulation under this Act shall be laid before each House of the Oireachtas as 
soon as may be after it is made and, if a resolution annulling the regulation is passed 
by either such House within the next 21 days on which that House has sat after the 
regulation is laid before it, the regulation shall be annulled accordingly but without 
prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under the regulation.

(3) Regulations  under  this  Act  may  contain  such  incidental,  supplementary  and 
consequential  provisions  as  appear  to  the  Minister  for  Business,  Enterprise  and 
Innovation to be necessary or expedient for the purposes of the regulations.

Short title, citation and commencement
5. (1) This Act may be cited as the Industrial Development (Science Foundation Ireland)

(Amendment) Act 2018.

(2) The Industrial Development Acts 1986 to 2013 and this Act may be cited together as 
the Industrial Development Acts 1986 to 2018.

(3) This Act shall come into operation on such day or days as may be fixed by order or 
orders of the Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation.
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An Bille um Fhorbairt Tionscail 
(Fondúireacht Eolaíochta Éireann) (Leasú), 

2018

                       

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

Acht  do  leasú  an  Achta  um  Fhorbairt  Tionscail 
(Fondúireacht  Eolaíochta  Éireann),  2003 (arna 
leasú)  chun  socrú  a  dhéanamh  go  n-athrófar 
cuid den cheanglas maidir le feidhmeanna atá ar 
Fhondúireacht  Eolaíochta  Éireann  d’fhonn  a 
chinntiú go mbeidh cothromaíocht ann ó thaobh 
déanamh buntaighde  shaindírithe  agus  taighde 
fheidhmigh a  chur  chun cinn  agus  a  fhorbairt 
agus  cuidiú  leis  an  gcéanna;  do  thionscnamh 
athbhreithniú neamhspleách ar fheidhmíocht na 
Fondúireachta i bhfianaise an chuspóra sin; do 
dhéanamh socrú  go  mbeadh 3  chomhalta  ar  a 
laghad ó réimse na n-acadóirí agus 3 chomhalta 
ar  a  laghad  ó  réimse  na  dtionsclaithe  ina 
gcomhaltaí de Bhord na Fondúireachta sin, agus 
do dhéanamh socrú i dtaobh nithe gaolmhara.

An Teachta Séamas Laighléis a thug isteach,
27 Feabhra, 2018
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