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AN BILLE UM AERÁRTHAÍ BEAGA GAN FOIREANN (LADRAINN), 2017
SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT (DRONES) BILL 2017 

Bill
entitled

An Act to provide for the regulation of small unmanned aircraft known as drones and 
for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Interpretation
1. (1) In this Act—

“aerodrome” has the same meaning as it has in the Air Navigation and Transport Acts;

“aircraft”  means  a  machine  that  can  derive  support  in  the  atmosphere  from the 
reactions of the air, other than the reactions of the air against the earth’s surface;

“airport” means the aggregate of the lands comprised within an aerodrome and all 
land owned or occupied by an airport authority, including aircraft hangars, roads and 
car parks, used or intended to be used in whole or in part for the purposes of or in 
connection with the operation of such aerodrome;

“Authority” means the Irish Aviation Authority;

“drone” means an aircraft which is controlled remotely without a human presence on 
board and which relies on communication technology in order to operate in the air;

“Minister” means the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport;

(2) This  Act  should  be  interpreted  and  read  in  conjunction  with  the  Irish  Aviation 
Authority Act  1993,  the Air  Navigation and Transport  Acts and the  Irish Aviation 
Authority (Small Unmanned Aircraft (Drones) and Rockets) Order, 2015 (S.I. No. 563 
of 2015).

Registration and licensing
2. (1) All drones in operation within Irish airspace which are more than 250 grams in weight 

or are capable of recording live or still images, except for those under the control of 
An Garda Síochána and the Defence Forces, must be registered with the Authority 
prior  to  use  and  its  owner  must  be  issued  with  a  registration  certificate  by  the 
Authority to operate said drone. This registration certificate should be attached to the 
drone in such a way as to allow traceability to owner. Where ownership of a drone is 
transferred from one operator to another the Authority shall be notified of same.
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(2) The register shall require any information which is deemed necessary by the Authority 
following the approval of the Minister.

(3) Any person  who  is  the  owner  of  a  drone  and  who  operates  said  drone  without 
registration shall be guilty of an offence and shall on summary conviction, be liable to 
a fine not exceeding a class B fine.

Restriction on operation of drones in certain areas
3. (1) A person who has charge of the operation of a drone shall not allow said drone to be 

flown, unless otherwise permitted by the Authority and subject to such conditions as 
are required by such permission:

(a) within a prohibited area, a restricted area, or controlled airspace;

(b) in  Air  Traffic  Services  airspace,  other  than  controlled  airspace,  within  5 
kilometres  of  an  aerodrome  during  periods  of  aircraft  operations,  unless  the 
aerodrome operator has given permission;

(c) at  a  lateral  distance  of  less  than  30  metres  from a  person,  vessel,  vehicle  or 
structure not under the direct control of the operator except where prior notice 
has been given and consent granted;

(d) at a distance of less than 120 metres from an assembly of 12 or more persons not 
under the direct control of the operator except where prior notice has been given 
and consent granted;

(e) beyond direct unaided visual line of sight and not farther than 300 metres from 
the point of operation;

(f) at a height of more than 120 metres above the ground or water;

(g) permitting or attempting to permit, any article or animal, whether or not attached 
to a parachute to be released from that aircraft.

(2) Where geo-fencing, via either hardware or software limitation to the drone operation, 
has been applied to restrict  the drone from accessing particular sites,  installations, 
altitudes or airspaces, any person who is the owner of a drone and who alters the 
function  of  said  drone  to  disable  or  override  such  restrictions,  in  the  absence  of 
express  permission from the Authority,  shall  be  guilty of  an offence and shall  on 
summary conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding a class B fine.

(3) Permission to waive any of the conditions referred to in  subsection (1) and  (2) may 
only be granted by the Authority and only where the Authority is satisfied that the 
operator is a trained, licensed and insured pilot.

(4) Section 7(5) of the Irish Aviation Authority (Small Unmanned Aircraft (Drones) and 
Rockets) Order, 2015 (S.I. No. 563 of 2015) is repealed.

Restriction on operation of drones in certain functions
4. (1) The use of a drone for any purpose of surveillance, the capturing of images, videos or 

other such material as against another person or property where there is a reasonable 
expectation of privacy and without the consent of that person or the owner of the 
property shall be prohibited save where the drone is under the control of An Garda 
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Síochána or the Defence Forces.

(2) Where any person contravenes this section, they will be liable to a civil action against 
them by any person or owner of a property which was the subject of the activities as 
described in this section.

(3) Any court deciding on a civil action brought under this section may have regard to 
any  guidelines  issued  by  the  Data  Protection  Commissioner  with  regard  to  data 
protection and the use of drones.

Operation of a drone for criminal use
5. (1) Any  person  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  drone  for  criminal  use  or  in  the 

advancement of any criminal activity shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) On being found guilty of an offence under this section, a person shall on summary 
conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding a class A fine or a term of not more than 1 
year imprisonment or both and on indictment be liable to a fine or a term of not more 
than 3 years imprisonment or both.

Test flight zones
6. (1) The Minister may, by regulations, proscribe areas of land which shall be designated 

test flight zones for the testing of drones on land in the ownership of the State, State 
body or other State agency.

(2) The  Minister  may,  by  regulations  and  in  conjunction  with  local  authorities  and 
relevant  State agencies who may own suitable sites,  proscribe areas of  land to be 
designated flight zones for the recreational usage of drones on land in the ownership 
of the State, State body or other State agency.

(3) The Minister may under such regulations require any State body or agency to appoint 
a  dedicated  employee  or  agent  to  act  as  a  liaison  person  to  assist  with  the 
implementation of this section.

Insurance
7. (1) Where a person operates a drone for commercial use that operator must be insured for 

any liability arising from such activity including potential  collision of  drone with 
persons  or  property  or  damage  caused  to  same  arising  from  collision  or  other 
interference linked to operation of drone.

(2) Any person who is the owner of a drone and who operates said drone for commercial 
use without insurance shall be guilty of an offence and shall on summary conviction, 
be liable to a fine not exceeding a class B fine.

Training and education
8. (1) Where a person operates a drone in a public area that  person shall  be required to 

complete a course of education and/or training as required by the Authority prior to 
such operation.

(2) The  Authority  may  define  a  series  of  categories  of  education  and  training 
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commensurate with the operations of the drone and using a risk based assessment to 
mandate the appropriate requirement.

Short title and commencement
9. (1) This Act may be cited as the Small Unmanned Aircraft (Drones) Act 2017.

(2) This Act shall come into operation on such day or days as the Minister may, by order 
or  orders,  appoint  either  generally or  with  reference  to  any particular  purpose  or 
provision, and different days may be so appointed for different purposes or different 
provisions.
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(Ladrainn), 2017

 
                       

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

 

Acht  do  dhéanamh  socrú  maidir  le  rialáil  a 
dhéanamh ar aerárthaí beaga gan foireann ar a 
dtugtar ladrainn agus maidir le nithe gaolmhara.

 

An Teachta Séamas Laighléis a thug isteach,
11 Iúil, 2017
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