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Background
Recent cases involving Irish greyhounds being exported to countries 

where animal welfare standards are below that in Ireland have led to 
much criticism from and worry amongst the Irish public. Investigations 
by countries, such as Australia, found that greyhounds exported to certain 
countries were being mistreated and the welfare standards were extremely 
poor.

This Bill will ensure that Irish greyhounds are exported only to countries 
where the standards of welfare are of that in Ireland, thus ensuring a 
cradle-to-grave approach of all greyhounds.

Purpose of the Bill
The purpose of this Bill is to control the export of greyhounds so as to 

ensure that greyhounds are only exported to jurisdictions where there are 
adequate protections in place to safeguard the welfare of greyhounds.

Provisions of the Bill
Section 1 defines two terms which are used in the Bill.

Section 2 effects two amendments to section 26 of the Welfare of 
Greyhounds (Amendment) Act 2011.

The first amendment replaces the existing section 26(2) with a revised 
subsection (2) which incorporates a reference to section “27C(7)”. The 
purpose of this reference is to ensure that a contravention of section 27C(7) 
(a new section proposed for insertion into the 2011 Act by section 3 of this 
Bill) will constitute an offence.

The second amendment effected by section 2 of the Bill inserts a 
new subsection (2A) into section 26 of the 2011 Act. The proposed new 
subsection (2A) makes it an offence for a person to contravene section 27A 
(a new section proposed for insertion into the 2011 Act by section 3 of this 
Bill).

Section 3 inserts a new Part 4A into the 2011 Act. The proposed new 
Part 4A will contain four sections – section 27A, 27B, 27C and 27D which 
address the export of greyhounds.

Section 27A makes it an offence for a person to export, attempt to export, 
or assist another person in the export or attempted export of a greyhound to 
a country which is not included in the white list which has been published 
by the Minister under section 27B. It is not an offence to export a greyhound 
to a country which is included in the white list, provided that the person 
holds a licence which has been granted under section 27(C).
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Section 27B details the process which is to be followed in the devising 
and publication of the white list of countries to which the licensed 
export of greyhounds is permissible. Section 27B(1)(a) provides that the 
Welfare members of the International Greyhound Forum in conjunction 
with Bord na gCon, shall each year prepare a draft list of countries which 
in its opinion meet minimum standards with regard to the welfare of 
greyhounds, and to which the licensed export of greyhounds from the State 
should be permissible. Section 27B(1)(b) sets out four factors which must 
be considered by the Welfare members of the International Greyhound 
Forum and Bord na gCon when preparing a draft list of countries under 
section 27B(1)(a). Section 27B(1)(c) requires that the draft list of countries 
be the subject of a public consultation process. Section 27B(1)(d) states 
that at the conclusion of the public consultation process a finalised list of 
countries must be produced. Under section 27B(2), the finalised list must 
be submitted to the Minister once a year. Under Section 27B(3)(a), once the 
Minister receives the finalised list, he or she is required to give statutory 
effect to the finalised list in the form of Ministerial regulations. In this 
form the list of countries to which the licensed export of greyhounds is 
permissible is referred to as the “white list”. Under Section 27B(3)(b), the 
Minister is required to publish the white list within one month of receiving 
the finalised list.

Section 27C(1) provides that the Minister may grant a licence for the 
export of a greyhound to a country which is included in the white list. Section 
27C(2) empowers the Minister to prescribe the form of an application for 
a licence. Under section 27C(3), a licence remains in force for a period 
specified by the Minister, or earlier if it is revoked by the Minister. Under 
section 27C(4), where the Minister refuses to grant a licence to export a 
greyhound, the applicant must be informed of the reasons for that refusal 
and he or she may appeal that refusal. Section 27C(5) empowers the 
Minister to make regulations for the purposes of section 27C. Section 
27C(6) states that regulations made under section 27C may provide for 
thirteen specified matters, including the manner in which an application for 
a licence may be made or renewed, the documentation requirements, the 
revocation of a licence, and the various rights of appeal. Section 27C(7) 
states that in the context of applying for a licence (or its renewal), a person 
must not make a false statement.

Section 27D provides that each year the Minister will be required to 
report on the operation of Part 4A as inserted by section 3 of this Bill.

Section 4(1) sets out the short title of the Bill. Section 4(2) provides for 
the commencement of this Bill by way of Ministerial order.

Deputy Thomas P. Broughan,
Márta, 2017.
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