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AN BILLE UM LEAS CÚNNA (LEASÚ), 2017
WELFARE OF GREYHOUNDS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2017 

Bill
entitled

An Act to control the export of greyhounds and for that purpose to provide for the 
publication of a white list to which the export of greyhounds under licence shall be 
permissible; to make it an offence for a person to export a greyhound to a country which 
is not included in the white list; to amend the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 and to 
provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Interpretation
1. In this Act—

“Minister” means the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine;

“Principal Act” means the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011.

Amendment of section 26 of Principal Act
2. The Principal Act is amended in section 26—

(a) by substituting the following for subsection (2):

“(2) A person who commits an offence under section 8, 11(1) or (2), 16, 
20(5), 24, 25 or 27C(7) is liable on summary conviction to a class A 
fine  or  to  imprisonment  for  a  term not  exceeding  6  months  or  to 
both.”,

(b) by inserting the following new subsection after subsection (2):

“(2A) A person  who  commits  an  offence  under  section  27A(1)  or  (2)  is 
liable—

(a) on summary conviction to a class A fine or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding 6 months or to both, or

(b) on  conviction  on  indictment  to  a  fine  of  €100,000  or  to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 years or to both.”.
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Insertion of new Part 4A into Principal Act
3. The Principal Act is amended by inserting the following new part after Part 4:

“PART 4A

EXPORT OF GREYHOUNDS

“Export of greyhounds
27A. (1) It shall be an offence for a person to—

(a) export,

(b) attempt to export, or

(c) assist another person in the export or attempted export,

of a greyhound to a country which is not included in the white list 
which has been prepared by the Minister pursuant to section 27B.

(2) It shall be an offence for a person to—

(a) export,

(b) attempt to export, or

(c) assist another person in the export or attempted export,

of a greyhound to a country which is included in the white list which 
has been prepared by the Minister pursuant to section 27B unless that 
person holds  an export  licence which has  been granted pursuant  to 
section 27C.

List of countries to which export is permissible
27B. (1) (a) The Welfare members  of  the  International  Greyhound Forum, in 

conjunction with Bord na gCon, shall in accordance with paragraph 
(b), each year prepare a draft list (in this Act referred to as a “draft 
list”)  of  countries  which,  at  its  sole  discretion,  meet  minimum 
standards with regard to the welfare of greyhounds, and to which 
the  licensed  export  of  greyhounds  from  the  State  ought  to  be 
permissible.

(b) In preparing a draft list under this subsection, consideration shall 
be given to the following factors:

(i) the past record of the relevant country relating to the welfare of 
greyhounds and the welfare of animals more generally;

(ii) the  existence  in  the  relevant  country  of  enforceable  welfare 
protections  for  greyhounds  which  are  equivalent  to  the 
protections available in the State;

(iii) the monitoring and enforcement in the relevant country of the 
welfare protections referred to in subparagraph (ii); and

(iv) the standards of care and management to which the greyhounds 
are likely to be subjected to in the relevant country.
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(c) A draft list which has been prepared under this subsection shall be 
the subject of a public consultation process of not less than 30 days 
during  which  submissions  from members  of  the  public  shall  be 
invited and considered.

(d) Following  the  conclusion  of  the  public  consultation  process  the 
Welfare  members  of  the  International  Greyhound  Forum  in 
conjunction with Bord na gCon shall prepare a finalised list (in this 
Act referred to as a “finalised list”) of countries which, at its sole 
discretion, meet minimum standards with regard to the welfare of 
greyhounds, and to which the licensed export of greyhounds from 
the State ought to be permissible.

(2) The  first  finalised  list  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Minister  within  3 
months of the commencement of this section, and a revised finalised 
list shall be submitted to the Minister annually thereafter.

(3) (a) The Minister shall by means of Ministerial regulation declare each 
finalised list submitted to him under subsection (2) to constitute the 
white list (in this Act referred to as the “white list”), being the list 
of  countries  which  meet  minimum standards  with  regard  to  the 
welfare of greyhounds, and to which the export of greyhounds from 
the State shall be permissible pursuant to a licence granted under 
section 27C.

(b) The white list shall be published by the Minister within one month 
of  the  receipt  of  the  finalised  list  under  subsection  (2),  and  a 
revised white list shall be published annually thereafter.

License for export
27C. (1) The Minister may, at his or her discretion, grant or refuse to grant a 

licence  for  the  purpose  of  the  export  of  a  greyhound  to  a  country 
which is included on the current version of the white list on such terms 
and conditions as may be specified in the licence.

(2) An application for a licence shall be in such form and contain such 
information as the Minister may prescribe.

(3) A licence shall remain in force for a specified period or, if earlier, until 
duly revoked.

(4) Where the Minister refuses to grant a licence to a person—

(a) the person shall be notified of such refusal and the reasons for such 
refusal, and

(b) the person may appeal the refusal in accordance with regulations 
made under subsection (5).

(5) The Minister may make regulations for the purposes of this section.

(6) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (5), regulations made 
under this section may provide for all or any of the following:

(a) the form and manner in which an application for a licence may be 
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made (including provision for on-line applications);

(b) the form and manner in which a licence may be renewed (including 
provision for on-line applications for renewal);

(c) the requirements for applicants to furnish documentation and such 
additional information or particulars relating to the application as 
may be specified;

(d) the period in which an application shall be dealt with;

(e) the manner in which an applicant may be notified of the decision 
on the application;

(f) the duration of a licence;

(g) the circumstances in which a licence may be revoked;

(h) the right of appeal against—

(i) a refusal of an application for a licence,

(ii) a refusal of an application to renew a licence, and

(iii) the revocation of a licence;

(i) the procedures for hearing and determining appeals (including time 
limits for lodging and hearing appeals);

(j) the fees (if any) to be paid to the Minister for applying for a licence 
or the renewal of a licence or the making of an appeal under this 
Act and the time and manner in which such fees shall be paid (such 
fees not to exceed the actual administrative costs involved);

(k) the keeping of records relating to applications;

(l) the  implementation  by  licence  holders  of  appropriate  internal 
compliance procedures; and

(m) the making of returns by licence holders.

(7) A person shall not, in relation to an application for a licence (including 
an application to renew a licence) or in relation to an appeal arising 
from such application, make a statement in writing which to his or her 
knowledge is false or misleading in a material respect.

Operation of greyhound export licensing
27D. The  Minister  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  end  of  each  year 

(beginning  with  the  year  ending  31  December  2018)  prepare  and  lay 
before  each  House  of  the  Oireachtas  a  report  on  the  operation  in  the 
preceding year of matters within this Part.”.

Short title and commencement
4. (1) This Act may be cited as the Welfare of Greyhounds (Amendment) Bill 2017.

(2) This Act comes into operation on such day or days as the Minister may by order or 
orders  appoint,  either  generally  or  with  reference  to  any  particular  purpose  or 
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provision, and different days may be so appointed for different purposes or different 
provisions.
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An Bille um Leas Cúnna (Leasú), 2017

                       

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

Acht do rialú onnmhairiú cúnna agus chun na críche 
sin  do  dhéanamh socrú  maidir  le  liosta  bán  a 
fhoilsiú chuig a mbeidh sé incheadaithe cúnna a 
onnmhairiú faoi cheadúnas; do dhéanamh cion 
de dhuine d’onnmhairiú cú chuig tír nach bhfuil 
ar áireamh sa liosta bán; do leasú an Achta um 
Leas  Cúnna,  2011  agus  do  dhéanamh  socrú  i 
dtaobh nithe gaolmhara.

An Teachta Tomás P. Ó Bracháin a thug isteach,
21 Márta, 2017
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(as initiated)
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An Act to control the export of greyhounds and for 
that purpose to provide for the publication of a 
white  list  to  which  the  export  of  greyhounds 
under licence shall be permissible; to make it an 
offence for a person to export a greyhound to a 
country which is not included in the white list; 
to amend the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 
and to provide for related matters.

Introduced by Deputy Thomas P. Broughan,
21st March, 2017
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