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SECTION 16
1. In page 11, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005
16. Section 242 of the Principal Act is amended—

(a) in subsection (4)—

(i) by the substitution of following paragraph for paragraph (a):

“(a) his or her public services card,”,

and

(ii) by the substitution of following paragraphs for paragraph (b):

“(b) a card that  has  been issued to the person by the Minister  under 
section 264 and such other  information or documentation as the 
Minister, an officer of the Minister or a payment service provider, 
as  the  case  may be,  may reasonably require  for  the  purposes  of 
authenticating the identity of that person,

(c) an Irish Passport and such other information or documentation as 
the  Minister,  an  officer  of  the  Minister  or  a  payment  service 
provider,  as  the  case  may  be,  may  reasonably  require  for  the 
purposes of authenticating the identity of that person, or

(d) such information or documentation as the Minister, an officer of the 
Minister or a payment service provider, as the case may be, may 
reasonably require for the purposes of authenticating the identity of 
that person.”,

(b) in subsection (6)—

(i) by the substitution of following subparagraph for subparagraph (b)(ii):

“(ii) such  other  information  or  documentation  as  the  Minster,  an 
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officer of the Minister or a payment service provider, as the case 
may  be,  may  reasonably  require  for  the  purposes  of 
authenticating the identity of the appointed person, 

or”,

and

(ii) by the insertion of the following new paragraph after paragraph (b):

“(c) such information or documentation as the Minster, an officer of the 
Minister or a payment service provider, as the case may be, may 
reasonably require for the purposes of authenticating the identity of 
the appointed person.”,

and

(c) in subsection (7), by the substitution of following subsection for subsection (7):

“(7) Where a person fails to comply with subsection (4) or (6), payment of 
benefit may be withheld until such time as the identity of the person is 
authenticated. Possession or production of a public service card shall 
not be a mandatory requirement for the payment of a benefit.”.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

2. In page 11, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005
16. Section  242  of  the  Principal  Act  is  amended  by the  insertion  of  the  following  new 

subsections after subsection (9):

“(10) No  information  or  documentation  furnished  by  a  person  under 
subsection (4) or (6) may be shared by the Minister, an officer of the 
Minister or a payment service provider with a specified body prior to 
Ireland’s implementation of General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 
2016/679.

(11) Within 8 months of the passing of the  Social Welfare Act 2017, the 
Minister shall publish and lay before both Houses of the Oireachtas a 
report on the compatibility of all measures and procedures relating to 
the recording, retention or further usage of information furnished by a 
person  under  subsection  (4)  or  (6)  with  standards  set  out  in  the 
General  Data  Protection  Regulation  (EU)  2016/679.  Prior  to  the 
publication of such a report and being agreed by both Houses of the 
Oireachtas, no information furnished by a person under subsection (4) 
or (6) may be shared by the Minister, an officer of the Minister or a 
payment service provider with a specified body.”.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.
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3. In page 11, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005
16. Section  263  of  the  Principal  Act  is  amended  by the  insertion  of  the  following  new 

subsection after subsection (1C):

“(1D) Within 8 months of the passing of the  Social Welfare Act 2017, the 
Minister shall publish and lay before both houses of the Oireachtas a 
report on the proposed and prescribed use of any photograph taken for 
the  purposes  of  a  public  service  card.  This  report  shall  include 
evidence as to the compliance of any such usage with standards set out 
in the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679. Prior the 
publication of such a report and being agreed by both houses of the 
Oireachtas, no photograph on a public service card may be subjected 
to  biometric  reading  or  cross  checked  against  any  database  of 
biometric information.”.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

4. In page 11, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005
16. Section  263  of  the  Principal  Act  is  amended  by  the  substitution  of  the  following 

subsection for subsection (3):

“(3) A  person  shall  produce  his  or  her  public  service  card  or  other 
appropriate form of identification at the request of a specified body for 
the purposes of a transaction. No specified body shall make possession 
of a public service card a mandatory requirement for the purposes of a 
transaction.”.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

NEW SECTION
5. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report on fuel poverty in Ireland
20. The Minister shall prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 

impact of cuts to the fuel allowance given, the increase in fuel costs and examine the 
impact that partial restoration of the fuel allowance would have on fuel poverty and that 
the report shall be presented to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Employment Affairs 
and Social Protection within 6 months of this Bill being enacted.”.

—Senators Máire Devine, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, Niall Ó Donnghaile, Fintan Warfield,  
Rose Conway-Walsh, Paul Gavan, David Norris.
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6. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report on jobseeker’s allowance
20. Within 6 months of  the passing of this Act,  the Minister will  lay a report before the 

House on the impacts on young people under 26 years of age of the reduced levels of 
jobseeker’s allowance applicable to them and report further on reversing these reduced 
allowances.”.

—Senators Máire Devine, Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, Niall Ó Donnghaile, Fintan Warfield,  
Rose Conway-Walsh, Paul Gavan, David Norris.

7. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Review of Bereavement Grant
20. The Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection shall review the abolition of 

the  Bereavement  Grant  setting  out  options  on  restoring the  payment  and  shall  bring 
forward a report on the same within 6 months of this Bill being enacted.”.

—Senators Catherine Ardagh, Diarmuid Wilson.

8. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Review of carer related payments
20. The Minister for Employment Affairs and Social Protection shall review all carer related 

payments under the remit of her Department and in particular the Carers Support Grant 
with a view to determining its adequacy and suitability for current needs and shall bring 
forward a report on the same within 6 months of this Bill being enacted.”.

—Senators Catherine Ardagh, Diarmuid Wilson.

9. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report on Voluntary Labour Activation
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall,  within eight months of the 

passing  of  this  Act,  prepare  and  lay  a  report  before  the  Houses  of  the  Oireachtas 
examining  potential  improvements  to  voluntary  access  to  INTREO  and  LES 
employment, training and educational opportunities and supports  for those not  on the 
Live Register.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

10. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Guidelines on development of Personal Progression Plans
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall,  within three months of the 

passing of this Act, prepare and lay guidelines before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 
principles  and  parameters  which  must  underpin  the  development  and  agreement  of 
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“personal progression plans” by any third party contracted by the Department in respect 
of labour activation. These guidelines are to include:

(a) a requirement that any individual in respect of whom a personal progression plan 
is being developed is presented with options in terms of education, training and 
employment;

(b) a requirement that any individual in respect of whom a personal progression plan 
is  being developed be entitled to  possession of  a  hard copy of  any proposed 
personal progression plan prior to signing and be free to seek external advice on 
that proposed personal progression plan prior to signing;

(c) prohibition on any text requiring an individual to share data in respect of family 
members or cohabitees;

(d) prohibition of any text requiring an individual to share contact information, or 
permit  contact,  in  respect  of  any  employer  who  has  offered  that  individual 
employment independently of the third party;

(e) recommendations  to  ensure  compliance  with  General  Data  Protection 
Regulation.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

11. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report on jobseeker’s allowance calculation
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall,  within eight months of the 

passing of this Act, prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 
possible introduction of an hours versus days approach to calculation of entitlement to 
jobseeker’s allowance payment including an examination of the potential to support the 
building  of  labour  market  attachment  for  those  balancing  employment  with  caring 
responsibilities.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

12. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report in respect of Qualified Adults Scheme
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall,  within eight months of the 

passing of this Act, prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 
potential  to  introduce  voluntary  access  to  a  scheme  for  qualified  adults  based  on 
principles similar to those underpinning the jobseeker’s transitional payment, including 
targeted casework and the waiver of any requirement for full time availability.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.
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13. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report in respect of National Maintenance Body
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall, within 6 months of the passing 

of this Act, prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on options to 
establish a State body to appropriately seek and pursue maintenance payments.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

14. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report on one parent families with children over 14 years of age
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall,  within eight months of the 

passing of this Act, prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 
specific obstacles faced and supports needed by one parent families with children over 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  including  an  assessment  of  the  adequacy  of  the 
Qualified Child payment and the potential to extend the jobseeker’s transitional payment 
to include those with a child up to the age of eighteen years of age.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

15. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report on jobseeker’s transitional payment supports
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall,  within eight months of the 

passing of this Act, prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the 
employment, training and educational opportunities and supports currently available to 
those on jobseeker’s transitional payment to include recommendations as to how those 
opportunities  and  supports  might  be  improved  and  how the  training  of  caseworkers 
supporting those on jobseeker’s transitional payment might be improved.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

16. In page 14, after line 18, to insert the following:

“Report on State Contributory Pension
20. The Minister for Employment and Social Protection shall, within 6 months of the passing 

of this Act, prepare and lay a report before the Houses of the Oireachtas on the following 
matters:

(a) the potential  extension of the Homemakers Scheme to include claimants from 
1973 to 1994;

(b) the  impact  of  the  2012 changes  to  contributory pension  bands  and  rates  and 
measures to address any issues arising from those changes;

(c) a consideration of how any proposed recommendation in respect of  paragraphs 
(a) and (b) may impact on the gender pension gap;
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(d) proposals around the financing of any recommendations in respect of paragraphs 
(a) and (b);

(e) a consideration of how any such financing might intersect with other relevant 
aspects of national pension policy including the current expenditure on private 
pension tax relief.”.

—Senator Alice-Mary Higgins.

7


