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AN BILLE UM CHAINGNE ILPHÁIRTÍ, 2017
MULTI-PARTY ACTIONS BILL 2017

Bill
entitled

An Act to provide for certain procedural and other changes in civil actions so as to 
provide for the bringing of Multi-Party Actions; to reduce the cost of litigation; and to 
provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Oireachtas as follows:

Interpretation
1. In this Act, unless the context or subject matter otherwise requires—

(a) “lead case” means a case selected from the Register in order to determine any 
Multi-Party issue or issues;

(b) “lead solicitor” means the solicitor assigned the role of legal representative for 
and acting on behalf of the members of the Register;

(c) “Multi-Party  Action”  means  the  procedure  by  which  existing  proceedings 
involving multiple parties, whether as plaintiffs or defendants, which give rise to 
Multi-Party Action  issues  are  placed  on  a  Register  after  certification  and  are 
thereafter dealt with and determined in accordance with this Act;

(d) “Multi-Party Action applicant” means a party to existing proceedings who applies 
for certification of a Multi-Party Action;

(e) “Multi-Party Action issues” means common or related issues of fact or law which 
arise in a Multi-Party Action;

(f) “nominated judge” means the judge nominated by the President of the High Court 
to deal with a Multi-Party Action;

(g) “Register” means the Multi-Party Action Register.

Certification
2. (1) Before  applying  for  certification  of  a  Multi-Party  Action,  the  Multi-Party  Action 

applicant  shall  consult  the  Courts  Service  to  ascertain  whether  any  previously 
certified Multi-Party Action is relevant to the application for certification.

(2) An application by the Multi-Party Action applicant  for  certification under this  Act 
shall be made initially to the President of the High Court by motion, on notice to the 
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other party or parties.

(3) At the hearing of the application, the President of the High Court shall nominate a 
judge of the Court to deal with the certification and, in the event of certification, to 
deal with all subsequent matters arising in the Multi-Party Action.

(4) In deciding  whether  proceedings  should  be  certified  as  a  Multi-Party Action,  the 
nominated judge shall consider, in particular, whether in the light of the common or 
related issues of fact or law arising—

(a) there  are  or  are  likely to  be  multiple  cases  giving rise  to  Multi-Party Action 
issues, and

(b) a Multi-Party Action offers an appropriate, fair and efficient procedure for the 
resolution of the Multi-Party Action issues.

(5) Where a Multi-Party Action is  certified under  this  Act,  the nominated judge shall 
make an order called a Multi-Party Action Order.

(6) Where appropriate,  the  parties  who were  involved in the  proceedings which were 
included in the application for certification shall be entered on the Register and shall 
thereafter be referred to as members of the Register.

Content of a Multi-Party Action Order
3. (1) A Multi-Party Action Order shall—

(a) establish a Register,

(b) specify the  Multi-Party Action issues  which arise  or  are likely to arise in the 
Multi-Party Action,

(c) specify the criteria on which permission to be entered on the Register shall be 
considered by the nominated judge, and

(d) specify a date after which parties may not be added to the Register.

(2) A Multi-Party Action Order may—

(a) contain directions on publication of the making of the Multi-Party Action,

(b) direct that, from a specified date, proceedings which give rise to one or more of 
the  Multi-Party  Action  issues  shall  be  referred  to  the  nominated  judge  for 
determination,

(c) direct  that  after  a specified date,  no party may be removed from the Register 
without the permission of the nominated judge.

Joining the Multi-Party Action Register
4. (1) Where a Multi-Party Action Order has been made, a party may join the Register only 

after issuing proceedings and having applied to the nominated judge to be entered on 
the Register.

(2) All applications for entry on the Register shall be made to the nominated judge.
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Directions
5. For the purposes of the appropriate, fair and efficient resolution of the Multi-Party Action 

issues, the nominated judge may give directions including—

(a) specifying the details to be included in the documents grounding an application 
for entry of proceedings on the Register;

(b) any necessary directions concerning the specific Multi-Party Action issues;

(c) any further directions necessary for the appropriate, fair and efficient resolution 
of the Multi-Party Action issues.

Lead solicitor
6. (1) Following the expiry of the date specified in accordance with section 3(1)(d) of this 

Act the parties to a Multi-Party Action shall consult and endeavour to agree to the 
appointment of a lead solicitor.

(2) Where the appointment of a lead solicitor is agreed to in accordance with subsection 
(1), the appointed lead solicitor shall apply to the nominated judge for appointment.

(3) If the parties have failed to agree to a lead solicitor or if the nominated judge fails to 
approve the lead solicitor appointed under  subsection (2), the nominated judge shall 
hear submissions as to the appointment of a lead solicitor for the Register and shall 
make an appointment accordingly.

(4) Provision may be made by the nominated judge for the appointment of more than one 
lead solicitor to represent the Multi-Party Action issues.

Lead cases
7. (1) Following the appointment of the lead solicitor, the nominated judge shall arrange for 

the holding of a case conference with a view to deciding whether to select a lead case 
or lead cases for the resolution of a Multi-Party Action issue or issues.

(2) In selecting a lead case or lead cases, the nominated judge shall be satisfied that it 
fairly and adequately represents the interests of all those on the Register.

Effect of a Multi-Party Action Order
8. Where a judgment or order is made in a lead case on the Register in relation to one or 

more of the Multi-Party Action issues—

(a) that judgment or order shall be binding in all other proceedings that are entered 
on the Register at the time the judgment or order is given, unless the nominated 
judge orders otherwise, and

(b) the nominated judge may give directions as to the extent to which the judgment 
or  order  is  binding on the  parties  in  any proceedings which are  subsequently 
entered on the Register.

Costs
9. (1) Any relevant costs incurred in the Multi-Party Action proceedings shall  be divided 
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equally  among  the  members  of  the  Register,  unless  the  nominated  judge  orders 
otherwise.

(2) Members of the Register shall be jointly and severally liable for costs.

Rules of Court
10. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as limiting or reducing the power of an authority, 

having (for the time being) power to make rules regulating the practice and procedure of 
a court, to—

(a) make such rules in relation to Multi-Party Actions provided such rules do not 
derogate from, and are not inconsistent with, any provision of this Act, or

(b) make  such  rules  in  relation  to  proceedings  or  actions  other  than  Multi-Party 
Actions.

Short title and commencement
11. (1) This Act may be cited as the Multi-Party Actions Act 2017.

(2) This Act comes into operation on such day or days as the Minister may appoint by 
order.
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An Bille um Chaingne Ilpháirtí, 2017
 

                       

BILLE
(mar a tionscnaíodh)

dá ngairtear

 

Acht do dhéanamh socrú maidir le hathruithe áirithe 
ar an nós imeachta agus le hathruithe áirithe eile 
i gcaingne sibhialta d’fhonn socrú a dhéanamh 
maidir  le  Caingne  Ilpháirtí  a  thionscnamh;  do 
laghdú  an  chostais  a  bhaineann  le  dlíthíocht; 
agus  do  dhéanamh  socrú  i  dtaobh  nithe 
gaolmhara.

 

Na Teachtaí Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire agus Piaras Ó 
Dochartaigh a thug isteach,

9 Samhain, 2017
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