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Purpose of Bill
The Housing Acts at present refer to a person as homeless if there is no 

accommodation available which the person, “together with any other person 
who normally resides with him or who might reasonably be expected to 
reside with him”, can reasonably be expected to occupy. Such a homeless 
person is entitled to apply to a housing authority for accommodation or 
other assistance.

But there is no explicit recognition in our current legislative scheme 
of those ‘other persons’ as persons in their own right, with entitlements 
under law. Specifically, there is no statutory recognition of the needs of a 
homeless family as a family unit nor, notwithstanding the passing of the 
constitutional amendment on the rights of the child, is there any statutory 
recognition of the constitutional rights of homeless children.

The purpose of this Bill is to impose an obligation on housing authorities 
to recognise these persons as a family unit, and to have specific regard to the 
best interests of the children of homeless families, in crisis accommodations 
situations.

Provisions of Bill
Section 1 amends the Housing Act 1988 by inserting a new section 

10A after section 10. The new section is headed “Homeless persons and 
children” and applies where–

• a request for accommodation or other assistance is made to a 
housing authority by or on behalf of a homeless person, and

• another person who normally resides, or who might reasonably 
be expected to reside, with the homeless person is a child.

In such a case, the housing authority must, when making a decision in 
relation to the request (including a decision about the provision of interim 
or urgent assistance), recognise the persons concerned as a family unit and 
must regard the best interests of the child as a paramount consideration.

The housing authority must also have particular regard to the need by 
practical means to protect and assist families, including by providing them 
with safe accommodation, in order to support and encourage the effective 
functioning of families and the development, welfare and protection of 
children within a family home.
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Section 2 provides in standard form for the short title and collective 
citation and construction of the Bill.

Jan O’Sullivan TD,
Iúil, 2017.

Wt. —. 330. 7/17. Essentra. (66971). Gr. 30-15.
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