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Introduction
The Coroners Act of 1962 is no longer fit for purpose and should be 

repealed and replaced with an amended version of the Coroners Bill 2007 
as a matter of priority. In the amended version of the 2007 Bill there should 
be a comprehensive list of verdicts open for a Coroner or a jury as the 
case may be, to return. This list should contain provision for a verdict of 
“Iatrogenic Suicide” to be made.

This Bill however, deals solely with the issue of Iatrogenic Suicide. 
It is an issue that must be highlighted. A verdict of Suicide, returned in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act of 1962, must be differentiated 
from a verdict of Iatrogenic Suicide. Iatrogenic Suicide is the ending of 
one’s own life where the effect of medical treatment undertaken by the 
deceased, including any prescribed medication, is the primary cause of 
such an action.

This Bill seeks to change the law to give recognition to this differentiation 
in relation to a verdict that can be made following an inquest undertaken 
under the Coroners Act 1962.

Section 1: Interpretation
Section 1 Defines the “Act of 1962” as the Coroners Act 1962

Section 2: Insertion of new section 29A
Section 2 symbolically amends the Act of 1962 by inserting a new section 

into the Act to provide for the possibility of a verdict of Iatrogenic Suicide. 
This section also defines Iatrogenic Suicide. There is also a safeguard 
contained in this section to ensure that a verdict of Iatrogenic Suicide does 
not contravene section 30 of the Act of 1962 in so far as the apportion of 
civil or criminal liability is concerned.

Section 3: Short title
Section 3 provides for the short title of the Act.

Senators Pádraig Mac Lochlainn, Rose Conway - Walsh and Máire 
Devine.
Iúil, 2016.

Wt. —. 614. 7/16. Clondalkin. (60303). Gr. 30-15.


	Blank Page

