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Amendments

SECTION 2
1. In page 6, lines 12 and 13, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or an officer of the Ombudsman 

Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority,”.

—Clare Daly.

2. In  page  6,  lines  30  and  31,  to  delete  “Garda  Síochána,  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

3. In page 6, to delete lines 36 and 37, and in page 7, to delete lines 1 and 2.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

4. In page 7, between lines 2 and 3, to insert the following:

“ “investigating authority” shall include any body which has the responsibility and/or 
the statutory power to investigate and/or prosecute a criminal offence;”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

5. In page 7, to delete line 37.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

6. In page 7, between lines 37 and 38, to insert the following:

“ “restorative justice” means any process whereby the victim and the offender are 
enabled,  if  they freely consent,  to  participate  actively in  the  resolution of  matters 
arising from the criminal offence through the help of an impartial third party;”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

7. In page 8, to delete lines 1 to 6.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.
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[SECTION 2]

8. In page 8, to delete lines 7 to 12 and substitute the following:

“ “special measure” means a measure referred to in section 16 or 18;”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

9. In page 8, line 16, after “offence” to insert the following:

“,  regardless  of  whether  an  offender  is  identified,  apprehended,  prosecuted  or 
convicted and regardless of the relationship between the offender and the victim”.

—Jonathan O'Brien, Clare Daly, Jim O’Callaghan.

SECTION 4
10. In page 9, before line 1, to insert the following:

“Application of Act
4. (1) The provisions of this Act shall not apply to a decision referred to in section 7(2)(c), 

(d), (e) or (f)* which is made before the commencement of the provisions concerned.

(2) The application of this Act is not dependent on the commission of an offence having 
to be established (nor is it dependent on establishing whether the person concerned 
suffered any harm caused by an offence).”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

[Acceptance of this amendment involves the deletion of section 4 of the Bill.]

[*These are the correct references if amendment 40 is accepted.]

11. In page 9, lines 2 to 8, to delete all words from and including “to—” in line 2 down to and 
including line 8 and substitute the following:

“to  a  decision  referred  to  in  section  7(2)(c),  (d) or  (e) which  is  made  before  the 
commencement of the provisions concerned.”.

—Jonathan O’Brien, Jim O’Callaghan.

Section opposed.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 6
12. In page 9, lines 23 and 24, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and 

substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

13. In page 9, lines 24 and 25, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

14. In page 9, to delete line 27 and substitute the following:

“(a) services  providing  for  victims,  including  where  relevant,  medical  support, 
appropriate  specialist  services  including  psychological  support  services  and 
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[SECTION 6]

services providing alternative accommodation;”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

15. In page 9, line 27, after “victims” to insert the following:

“including,  where  relevant,  medical  support,  appropriate  specialist  services 
including  psychological  support  services,  and  services  providing  alternative 
accommodation”.

—Clare Daly.

16. In page 10, between lines 3 and 4, to insert the following:

“(g) any particular  measures,  procedures  or  arrangements  which are  available  to  a 
victim who is a child;”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

17. In page 10, lines 11 and 12, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

18. In page 10, between lines 19 and 20, to insert the following:

“(n) the available restorative justice services.”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

19. In page 10, line 21, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

20. In page 10,  line  26,  to  delete “as  soon as practicable”  and substitute  “without  unnecessary 
delay”.

—Jonathan O'Brien, Clare Daly.

21. In page 10, to delete lines 27 and 28 and substitute the following:

“(b) he  or  she  shall  be  given the  choice  of  receiving the  information  orally or  in 
writing, including by electronic means.”.

—Clare Daly.

22. In page 10, line 28, after “means” to insert the following:

“,  the  method  of  communication  chosen  will  have  due  regard  to  the  level  of 
understanding of the victim and any disability they may have”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

23. In page 10, after line 40, to insert the following:

“(6) Where a member of the Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission makes a 
request referred to in subsection (5) a victim shall be given reasonable opportunity to 
make  alternative  arrangements  for  accompaniment,  where  the  substitution  of  an 
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[SECTION 6]

individual by another suitable person would answer the concerns of the member of the 
Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

24. In page 10, after line 40, to insert the following:

“(6) Where a decision referred to in subsection (5) is made, the victim shall be given the 
opportunity to choose an alternative person referred to in subsection (4) to accompany 
him/her.”.

—Clare Daly.

25. In page 10, after line 40, to insert the following:

“(6) Where  a  person  referred  to  in  subsection  (4) (including  a  legal  representative)  is 
required  to  absent  himself  in  the  circumstances  described  in  subsection  (5),  the 
member of the Garda Siochana or the officer of the Ombudsman Commission as the 
case may be, shall give the victim a reasonable opportunity to make arrangements to 
find a suitable replacement person, on any occasion on which the objections to the 
original person of the member of the Garda Siochana or the officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission, as the case may be, would be met by the substitution of the original 
person by a suitable replacement person.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

26. In  page  11,  line  9,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

27. In page 11, lines 10 and 11, to delete all words from and including “may,” in line 10 down to 
and including line 11 and substitute the following:

“shall,  where a victim consents,  arrange for the victim to be referred to a service 
which  provides  support  for  victims  including  where  relevant,  medical  support, 
appropriate specialist services including psychological support services and services 
providing alternative accommodation without unnecessary delay”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

28. In page 11, line 10, to delete “may” where it secondly occurs and substitute “shall”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

29. In page 11, line 10, to delete “referred to a” and substitute “referred to an appropriate and/or 
specialist”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

30. In page 11, lines 10 and 11, to delete “a service” and substitute “an appropriate and/or specialist 
service”.

—Clare Daly.
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[SECTION 7]

SECTION 7
31. In page 11, line 13, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 

“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

32. In page 11, to delete lines 24 to 29 and substitute the following:

“(2) The following information shall be provided, upon request, to the victim of an alleged 
offence by the investigating authority, the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Irish 
Prison Service, the director of a children detention school or the clinical director of a 
designated centre, as the case may be, during the course, or at the conclusion, of an 
investigation of the alleged offence or following any subsequent criminal proceedings 
relating to the offence concerned:”.

—Clare Daly.

33. In page 11, to delete lines 30 and 31 and substitute the following:

“(a) information relating to any significant developments in the investigation of the 
alleged offence, including—

(i) the arrest of a person,

(ii) the charging of a person,

(iii) the  release  on  bail  of  a  person  and,  where  a  person  has  entered  into  a 
recognisance  admitting  him  or  her  to  bail,  any  conditions  of  such 
recognisance which relate to the victim,

(iv) the remand in custody of a person who has been charged;”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

34. In page 11, line 30, before “information” to insert “all relevant”.

—Clare Daly.

35. In page 11, line 35, before “information” to insert “all relevant”.

—Clare Daly.

36. In page 11, line 36, after “decision” to insert the following:

“that provides the victim with sufficient information to decide whether to request 
a review of any decision not to prosecute upon request to amend the terms of the 
prosecution”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

37. In page 11, line 36, after “decision” to insert the following:

“to contain relevant information to enable a victim to decide whether to request a 
review of a decision”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.
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[SECTION 7]

38. In page 11, line 37, before “information” to insert “all relevant”.

—Clare Daly.

39. In page 11, lines 38 and 39, to delete “institute criminal proceedings in respect of the alleged 
offence” and substitute “prosecute a person for the alleged offence”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

40. In page 12, between lines 2 and 3, to insert the following:

“(e) information regarding a decision to discontinue the prosecution of a person for 
the alleged offence and a summary of the reasons for the decision;”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

41. In page 12, to delete lines 17 to 19 and substitute the following:

“(i) information regarding a final judgment in any trial of a person in respect of the 
alleged  offence  (and,  as  the  case  may be,  any  further  judgment  on  appeal), 
including—

(i) where such trial is not a trial by jury, a summary of the reasons given for the 
judgment,

(ii) where the person is convicted of the offence, the sentence imposed on the 
person, if any,

(iii) any orders made by the court related to, or ancillary to, the judgment;”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

42. In page 12, between lines 35 and 36, to insert the following:

“(vi) any relevant conditions under which a sentence imposed on the convicted 
person, is suspended or part-suspended,

(vii) any  relevant  post-release  supervision  order  conditions  imposed  on  the 
convicted person.”.

—Clare Daly.

43. In page 13, to delete lines 16 to 21.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

44. In page 13, between lines 36 and 37, to insert the following:

“(p) where a person has been released on bail information regarding—

(i) any bail conditions in place, and

(ii) any breach or attempted breach of these conditions is suspected or occurs;

(q) information regarding any anti-harassment orders made under Section 10 of the 
Non-Fatal Offences against the Person Act 1997;

(r) where a person convicted of an offence the conditions under which a sentence is 
suspended or part suspended;
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[SECTION 7]

(s) information regarding relevant post release supervision order conditions;

(t) information regarding any anti-harassment orders made under the Criminal Law 
(Sexual Offences) Act 2017;

(u) information  regarding  any  sex  offender  orders  under  the  Sex  Offenders  Act 
2001.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

45. In page 13, between lines 36 and 37, to insert the following:

“(p)  where a person is granted bail, information regarding—

(i) conditions of bail insofar as they are relevant to the safety and welfare of the 
victim,

(ii) any breach of bail conditions,

(iii) the procedure to be followed if any breach of relevant bail conditions by the 
accused occurs or is suspected,

(iv) the criminal offence of witness intimidation, and

(v) the procedure to be followed when witness intimidation by the accused is 
suspected and/or occurs.”.

—Clare Daly.

46. In page 13, between lines 36 and 37, to insert the following:

“(p) information on the procedures governing the issuing of anti-harassment orders 
under Section 10 of the Non-Fatal Offences against the Person Act 1997, where 
relevant;

(q) information regarding any harassment order made or proposed to be made under 
the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017; 

(r) information on the procedures governing the issuing of harassment orders under 
the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017;

(s) information regarding sex offenders orders under the Sex Offenders Act 2001.”.

—Clare Daly.

47. In page 13, between lines 36 and 37, to insert the following:

“(p) where a person is granted bail, information regarding—

(i) conditions of bail insofar as they are relevant to the safety and welfare of the 
complainant (or victim), 

(ii) any breach of bail conditions, 

(iii) the procedure to be followed if any breach of relevant bail conditions by the 
accused occurs or is suspected, 

(iv) the criminal offence of witness intimidation, and
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[SECTION 7]

(v) the  procedure  to  be  followed  when  witness  intimidation  by  accused  is 
suspected and/or occurs;

(q) information on procedures relating to anti-harassment orders under section 10 of 
the Non-Fatal Offences against the Person Act 1997, where relevant; 

(r) information relating to any relevant conditions under which a sentence imposed 
on the convicted person, is suspended or part-suspended.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

48. In page 13, line 38, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

49. In page 14, line 3, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

50. In page 14, line 13, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

51. In page 14, lines 18 and 19, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

52. In page 14, line 25, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

53. In page 14, lines 36 and 37, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 8
54. In page 15, lines 2 to 4, to delete all words from and including “Where,” in line 2 down to and 

including “offence” in line 4 and substitute the following:

“Where, pursuant to section 7(2)(d), a victim of an alleged offence receives information 
from the Garda Síochána or the Director of Public Prosecutions, as the case may be, 
regarding a decision not to prosecute a person for an alleged offence”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

55. In page 15, line 2, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.
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[SECTION 9]

SECTION 9
56. In page 15, line 11, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

57. In page 15, line 14, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

58. In page 15, line 18, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

59. In page 15, line 26, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 10
60. In page 15, lines 32 and 33, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and 

substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

61. In page 16, line 4, to delete “of the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute “or representative, 
as the case may be, of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

62. In page 16, lines 14 and 15, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 11
63. In page 16, lines 23 and 24, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or an officer of the Ombudsman 

Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

64. In page 16, between lines 30 and 31, to insert the following:

“(3) Where a member of the Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission makes a 
request referred to in subsection (2) a victim shall be given reasonable opportunity to 
make  alternative  arrangements  for  accompaniment,  where  the  substitution  of  an 
individual by another suitable person would answer the concerns of the member of the 
Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

65. In page 16, between lines 30 and 31, to insert the following:

“(3) Where a decision referred to in subsection (2) is made, the victim shall be given the 
opportunity  to  choose  an  alternative  person,  referred  to  in  subsection  (1), to 
accompany him/her.”.

—Clare Daly.
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[SECTION 11]

66. In page 16, between lines 30 and 31, to insert the following:

“(3) Where  a  person  referred  to  in  subsection  (1) (including  a  legal  representative)  is 
required  to  absent  himself  in  the  circumstances  described  in  subsection  (2),  the 
member of the Garda Siochana or the officer of the Ombudsman Commission as the 
case may be, shall give the victim a reasonable opportunity to make arrangements to 
find a suitable replacement person, on any occasion on which the objections to the 
original person of the member of the Garda Siochana or the officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission, as the case may be, would be met by the substitution of the original 
person by a suitable replacement person.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

67. In page 16, line 31, to delete “Garda Síochána and the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

68. In  page  16,  line  34,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  the  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

69. In page 17, line 8, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 12
70. In page 17, line 12, to delete “who is resident in the State”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

71. In page 17, line 15, to delete “proposes to institute proceedings” and substitute “proposes to 
exercise that jurisdiction”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

SECTION 13
72. In  page  17,  line  19,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 

Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

73. In page 17, line 34, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

74. In page 17, lines 35 and 36, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or an officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

75. In page 18, between lines 2 and 3, to insert the following:

“(4) Where a member of the Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission makes a 
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[SECTION 13]

request referred to in subsection (3) a victim shall be given reasonable opportunity to 
make  alternative  arrangements  for  accompaniment,  where  the  substitution  of  an 
individual by another suitable person would answer the concerns of the member of the 
Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

76. In page 18, between lines 2 and 3, to insert the following:

“(4) Where a decision referred to in subsection (3) is made, the victim shall be given the 
opportunity  to  choose  an  alternative  person,  referred  to  in  subsection  (2), to 
accompany him/her.”.

—Clare Daly.

77. In page 18, between lines 2 and 3, to insert the following:

“(4) Where  a  person  referred  to  in  subsection  (2) (including  a  legal  representative)  is 
required  to  absent  himself  in  the  circumstances  described  in  subsection  (3),  the 
member of the Garda Siochana or the officer of the Ombudsman Commission as the 
case may be, shall give the victim a reasonable opportunity to make arrangements to 
find a suitable replacement person, on any occasion on which the objections to the 
original person of the member of the Garda Siochana or the officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission, as the case may be, would be met by the substitution of the original 
person by a suitable replacement person.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

78. In page 18, line 3, to delete “Garda Síochána and the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

79. In page 18, to delete lines 6 to 10 and substitute the following:

“(5) Where a victim of an alleged offence has been assessed under  section 14 and the 
investigating  authority  has  identified  specific  protection  needs  in  relation  to  the 
victim,  the  presiding  judge  shall  be  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  report  by  the 
investigating authority. The investigating authority, Director of Public Prosecutions, 
or the presiding judge, as the case may be, shall, when considering whether the victim 
would benefit from special measures during the course of any criminal proceedings 
relating to the alleged offence, have regard to the fact that specific protection needs 
have been identified under section 14 in relation to the victim concerned.”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 14
80. In page 18, line 12, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission, as the case may 

be,” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.
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[SECTION 14]

81. In  page  18,  line  25,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

82. In page 18, lines 37 and 38, to delete “the personal characteristics of the victim referred to in 
paragraph (d)” and substitute the following:

“the personal characteristics of the victim, including such characteristics as are 
referred to in paragraph (d)”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

83. In page 18, line 38, to delete “referred to in paragraph (d)”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

84. In page 18, line 38, after “paragraph (d)” to insert “or some other characteristic”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

85. In page 19, lines 2 and 3, to delete “sexual violence, exploitation or hate crimes” and substitute 
“sexual violence or exploitation”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

86. In page 19, lines 6 and 7, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or an officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

87. In  page  19,  line  16,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

88. In page 19, lines 19 and 20, to delete “Ombudsman Commission” and substitute “investigating 
authority”.

—Clare Daly.

89. In  page  19,  line  26,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

90. In  page  19,  line  37,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  the  member  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

91. In page 20, lines 1 and 2, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or the officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.
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[SECTION 14]

92. In page 20, lines 4 and 5, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or the officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

93. In page 20, lines 8 and 9, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or another officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

94. In page 20, between lines 18 and 19 to insert the following:

“(C) to any other investigating authority,”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

95. In page 20, between lines 21 and 22, to insert the following:

“(III) in the case of an investigation by another investigating authority, to the 
Director of Public Prosecutions.”.

—Clare Daly.

96. In page 20, line 22, to delete “Garda Síochána and the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 15
97. In  page  20,  line  26,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 

Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

98. In  page  20,  line  32,  to  delete  “of  the  Garda  Síochána  or  an  officer  of  the  Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

99. In page 20, lines 36 and 37, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or the officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

100.In page 21, lines 1 and 2, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or the officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

101.In page 21, line 10, to delete “investigation,” and substitute “investigation of, or any criminal 
proceedings relating to, the alleged offence, or”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

102.In page 21, to delete lines 11 to 17 and substitute the following:

“(b) where  specific  protection  needs  were  previously  identified  in  respect  of  the 
victim during the course of an assessment—
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[SECTION 15]

(i) whether  any protection  measure  or  special  measure  identified  during  the 
course of the assessment is no longer required, and

(ii) whether the needs of the victim are such that he or she might benefit from 
further  protection  measures  or  special  measures  during  the  course  of  the 
investigation  of,  or  any  criminal  proceedings  relating  to,  the  alleged 
offence.”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

SECTION 16
103.In page 22, line 2, to delete “may” and substitute “shall”.

—Jonathan O'Brien, Jim O'Callaghan.

104.In page 22, lines 9 and 10, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or the same officer or officers of 
the  Ombudsman  Commission”  and  substitute  “,  officer  or  officers,  representative  or 
representatives of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

105.In page 22, lines 17 and 18, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 17
106.In page 22, line 36, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 

“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

107.In page 23, to delete lines 1 to 4 and substitute the following:

“(2) A member of the Garda Síochána or an officer of the Ombudsman Commission, as the 
case may be, shall, in determining who is to be the appropriate person to accompany a 
child to an interview or court proceedings pursuant to subsection (1), have regard to 
any views expressed by the  child  taking into account  his  or  her  age and level  of 
maturity.

(3) Where an appropriate person is appointed to accompany a victim, he or she shall be 
entitled to remain in court during the whole of any hearing.

(4) In this section, “appropriate person” means—

(a) a relative of the child, or

(b) any other person,

who is 18 years or over.”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

SECTION 18
108.In page 23, between lines 4 and 5, to insert the following:

“18. In any proceedings relating to a sexual  offence, the victim shall  have the right  to be 
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[SECTION 18]

accompanied during those proceedings by a person of their choice, including a support 
worker.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

109.In page 23, to delete lines 6 to 12 and substitute the following:

“18. (1) Where a victim of an alleged offence has been assessed under  section 14 and the 
Garda  Síochána  or  the  Garda  Ombudsman  Commission  have  identified  specific 
protection needs in relation to the victim, the judge shall be provided with a copy of 
the  report  by  the  prosecuting  authority.  The  Garda  Síochána,  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions or the judge, as the case may be, shall, when considering whether the 
victim  would  benefit  from  special  measures  during  the  course  of  any  criminal 
proceedings  relating  to  the  alleged  offence,  have  regard  to  the  fact  that  specific 
protection  needs  have  been  identified  under  that  section  in  relation  to  the  victim 
concerned.

(2)   (a) A victim of sexual crime may, in addition to being accompanied by his or her 
legal  representative  (if  any),  be  accompanied  in  court  during  any  criminal 
proceedings  in  which  the  victim  is  a  prosecution  witness,  by  an  individual 
(including a support worker) of his or her choice unless an order is made by the 
court to the contrary.

(b) Where the court makes an order referred to in paragraph (a), it shall give reasons 
for its decision.

(c) In this section, “support worker” means a volunteer of, or an individual employed 
under a contract of service or under a contract for services by, an organisation 
which provides support to victims of sexual violence.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

110. In page 23, lines 6 and 7, to delete “Garda Síochána or the Ombudsman Commission” and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

111. In page 23, line 8, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

112. In page 23, lines 9 to 12, to delete all words from and including “when” in line 9 down to and 
including “concerned” in line 12 and substitute the following:

“in  determining  whether  to  make  an  application  to  the  court  for  a  special  measure 
specified in  subsection (2) during the course of any criminal proceedings related to the 
alleged offence, have regard to the specific protection needs identified under section 14 
in relation to the victim concerned”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

113. In page 23, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“(2) The special measures referred to in subsection (1)* are:
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(a) the exclusion of the public, any portion of the public or any particular person or 
persons from the court during such criminal proceedings pursuant to section 19;

(b) directions under section 20 regarding the questioning of the victim in respect of 
his or her private life;

(c) measures under Part III of the Criminal Evidence Act 1992 enabling the victim to 
give evidence through a  live  television link or  an intermediary or  enabling a 
screen or other similar device to be used in the giving of evidence.”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

[*This is the appropriate reference if this amendment is accepted.]

SECTION 19
114. In page 23, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“(2)   (a) A victim of domestic and/or sexual crime may, in addition to being accompanied 
by her or his legal representative (if any), be accompanied in court during any 
criminal  proceedings  in  which  the  victim  is  a  prosecution  witness,  by  an 
individual (including a support worker) of his or her choice unless an order is 
made by the court to the contrary.

(b) Where the court makes an order referred to in paragraph (a), it shall give reasons 
for its decision.

(c) In this section, “support worker” means a volunteer of, or an individual employed 
under a contract of service or under a contract for services by, an organisation 
which provides support to victims of domestic and/or sexual violence.”.

—Clare Daly.

115. In page 23, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“19. A prosecutor shall be obliged to provide the judge with a copy of every report on specific 
protection needs which comes into his/her possession.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

116. In page 23, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“19. The Minister  shall  introduce regulations to be made under this  legislation setting out 
procedure  and  best  practice  guidelines  to  be  followed  whenever  an  intermediary  is 
proposed to be used in Court to mediate the responses of a victim or other witness.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

117. In page 23, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“19. It shall be a criminal offence for the accused or his or her supporters to record by any 
electronic means whatsoever court proceedings.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

118. In page 23, to delete lines 25 to 27 and substitute the following:

“(a) the right of—
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[SECTION 19]

(i) a parent, relative or friend of the victim,

(ii) where the accused person is under the age of 18 years, a parent, relative or 
friend of the accused person, or

(iii) an appropriate person under section 17,

to remain in court, and”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

119. In page 23, between lines 29 and 30, to insert the following:

“(3)   (a) It shall be an offence for any accused person or other person or persons acting at 
his or her direction or on his or her behalf, to make any form of contemporaneous 
electronic recording by any means whatsoever of  live criminal  proceedings in 
which a victim of sexual violence is required to attend and give live evidence, 
whether in court or by means of video link.

(b) Any person convicted of such an offence on a summary basis shall be liable to a 
maximum penalty of  12  months  imprisonment  and/or  a  fine,  and  any person 
convicted of such an offence on indictment shall be liable to a maximum penalty 
of five years imprisonment and/or a fine.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

SECTION 20
120.In page 24, line 2, after “victim” to insert “and is unrelated to the offence”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

SECTION 21
121.In page 24, line 4, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 

“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

122.In page 24, lines 14 and 15, to delete “of the Garda Síochána or an officer of the Ombudsman 
Commission” and substitute “, officer or representative of the investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

123.In page 24, line 21, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

124.In page 24, line 29, to delete “Garda Síochána” and substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

125.In page 24, line 37, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

17



[SECTION 22]

SECTION 22
126.In page 25, line 5, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 

“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

127.In page 25, line 11, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 23
128.In page 25, lines 21 and 22, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and 

substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

129.In page 25, line 24, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

130.In page 25, to delete lines 27 to 31 and substitute the following:

“(2) The period referred to in subsection (1) may be extended where the Garda Síochána, 
the Ombudsman Commission or the Director of Public Prosecutions, as the case may 
be, is satisfied that circumstances exist that warrant the extension.”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

131.In page 25, line 27, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

132.In page 25, line 33, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

133.In  page  25,  line  38,  to  delete  “Ombudsman  Commission”  and  substitute  “investigating 
authority”.

—Clare Daly.

134.In  page  25,  line  40,  to  delete  “Ombudsman  Commission”  and  substitute  “investigating 
authority”.

—Clare Daly.

135.In page 26, line 4, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 
“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.
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SECTION 24
136.In page 26, line 12, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 

“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

SECTION 26
137.In page 26, to delete lines 27 and 28 and substitute the following:

“ “Interpretation and application - Part III
12. (1) In this Part—”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

138.In page 27, to delete line 27 and substitute “person.”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

139.In page 27, between lines 27 and 28, to insert the following:

“(2)* The application of this Part is not d, ependent on the commission of an 
offence having to be established (nor is it dependent on establishing 
whether  the  person  concerned  suffered  any  harm  caused  by  an 
offence).”,”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

[*This is the appropriate reference if an amendment 137 is accepted.]

140.In  page  28,  to  delete  line  12  and  substitute  “put,  and  their  responses  to  those  questions 
conveyed through the intermediary.”,”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

141.In page 31, to delete line 3 and substitute the following:

“(j) in section 19A(13), by the substitution of “subsection (11)” for “subsection (12)”, 
and”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

SECTION 29
142.In page 32, line 28, to delete “Garda Síochána, the Ombudsman Commission” and substitute 

“investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

143.In  page  33,  lines  7  and  8,  to  delete  “Garda  Síochána,  the  Ombudsman  Commission”  and 
substitute “investigating authority”.

—Clare Daly.

19



[SECTION 30]

SECTION 30
144.In page 33, between lines 12 and 13, to insert the following:

“Non-compliance with Act
30. (1) A failure by an individual to observe any provision of this Act shall not of itself—

(a) render him or her liable to any criminal or civil proceedings,

(b) prevent  any  criminal  or  civil  proceedings  relating  to  an  offence  from being 
instituted or prosecuted, or

(c) affect the lawfulness of—

(i) the custody of a person in relation to an offence, or

(ii) the admissibility of any evidence in a trial of a person for an offence.

(2) For  the  purposes  of  subsection  (1),  “criminal  or  civil  proceedings”  does  not 
include disciplinary proceedings.”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.

[Acceptance of this amendment involves the deletion of section 30 of the Bill.]

145.In page 33, between lines 13 and 14, to insert the following:

“30. (1) If  a  victim has  reason  to  believe  that  a  member,  officer  or  representative  of  the 
investigating authority, an officer of the Director of Public Prosecutions, a member of 
staff  of  the  Courts  Service,  an  officer  of  the  Minister  for  Justice  and  Equality,  a 
member of staff of a children detention school or a member of staff of a designated 
centre has failed to observe any provision of this Act a complaint may be forwarded to 
the Ombudsman for Victims of Crime, when established, for investigation.”.

—Clare Daly.

NEW SECTION
146.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“31. Within two years of the enactment of this Act, the Minister shall review the operation of 
this  Act  specifically  with  regard  to  non-compliance  with  the  Act  with  a  view  to 
identifying any specific penalties that may need to be instituted.”.

—Jonathan O'Brien.

147.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“Complaints procedure
31. If a victim has reason to believe that a member, officer or representative, as the case may 

be,  of  the  investigating  authority  has  failed  to  observe  any provision  of  this  Act  a 
complaint may be forwarded to the Ombudsman for Victims of Crime, when established, 
for investigation.”.

—Clare Daly.
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148.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“Safeguards in the context of restorative justice
31. (1) A court or other public body shall not invite a victim to participate in a restorative 

justice  process  unless  satisfied  that  the  victim  would  be  reasonably  safeguarded 
against  secondary and repeat  victimisation,  intimidation and retaliation and would 
have  access  to  safe  and  competent  restorative  justice  services,  subject  to  at  a 
minimum the following conditions:

(a) the  restorative justice  services  are  used only if  they are  in  the interest  of  the 
victim, subject to any safety considerations, and are based on the victim’s free 
and informed consent, which may be withdrawn at any time;

(b) before  agreeing  to  participate  in  the  restorative  justice  process,  the  victim is 
provided with full and unbiased information about that process and the potential 
outcomes  as  well  as  information  about  the  procedures  for  supervising  the 
implementation of any agreement;

(c) the offender has acknowledged the basic facts of the case; and

(d) any agreement is  arrived at  voluntarily and may be taken into account  in any 
further criminal proceedings.

(2) Any communications  in  the  course  of  a  restorative  justice  process  to  which  this 
section  applies  that  are  not  conducted  in  public  are  confidential,  and  shall  not 
subsequently be disclosed, save with the agreement of the parties or where a court 
determines that disclosure should be made in the interests of the administration of 
justice.”.

—Clare Daly.

149.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“Establishment of Ombudsman for Victims of Crime
31. Not later than two years after the passing of this Act, the Government shall establish an 

Ombudsman for Victims of Crime empowered to investigate complaints under  section 
30(1)*.”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

[*This is a reference to the subsection proposed to be inserted by amendment 145.]

150.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“Reporting on training provided
31. Within 60 days after  the end of each calendar year those responsible for the training 

within  the  Garda  Síochána,  the  Ombudsman  Commission,  the  Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions, the Irish Prison Service, the Courts Service, the Bar of Ireland, the Law 
Society of Ireland and the Judicial  Studies Institute shall  inform the Ombudsman for 
Victims  of  Crime of  any general  and  specialist  training  which  has  been  provided  in 
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accordance with the provisions of this Act and Directive 2012/29/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012 establishing minimum standards on 
the rights, support and protection of victims of crime, and replacing Council Framework 
Decision 2001/220/JHA.”.

—Clare Daly, Jim O'Callaghan.

151.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“Complaints procedure
31. If a victim has reason to believe that a member of the investigating authority has failed to 

observe any provision of this Act a complaint may be forwarded to the Ombudsman for 
Victims of Crime, when established, for investigation.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

152.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“Safeguards in the context of restorative justice
31. (1) A court or other public body shall not invite a victim to participate in a restorative 

justice  process  unless  satisfied  that  the  victim  would  be  reasonably  safeguarded 
against  secondary and repeat  victimisation,  intimidation and retaliation and would 
have access to safe and competent restorative justice services provided by any agency 
or body listed in the Schedule* to this Act, subject to at least the following conditions:

(a) the  restorative justice  services  are  used only if  they are  in  the interest  of  the 
victim, subject to any safety considerations, and are based on the victim’s free 
and informed consent, which may be withdrawn at any time;

(b) before  agreeing  to  participate  in  the  restorative  justice  process,  the  victim is 
provided with full and unbiased information about that process and the potential 
outcomes  as  well  as  information  about  the  procedures  for  supervising  the 
implementation of any agreement;

(c) the offender has acknowledged the basic facts of the case; and

(d) any agreement is  arrived at  voluntarily and may be taken into account  in any 
further criminal proceedings.

(2) Any communications  in  the  course  of  a  restorative  justice  process  to  which  this 
section  applies  that  are  not  conducted  in  public  are  confidential,  and  shall  not 
subsequently be disclosed, save with the agreement of the parties or where a court 
determines that disclosure should be made in the interests of the administration of 
justice.”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

[*This is a reference to the Schedule proposed to be inserted by amendment 153.]
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SCHEDULE
153.In page 33, after line 35, to insert the following:

“SCHEDULE
Section 31*

The Garda Síochána

The Courts Service

The Director of Public Prosecutions

The Irish Prison Service

The Garda Síochána Ombudsman Commission

The Probation Service”.

—Jim O'Callaghan.

[*This is a reference to the section proposed to be inserted by amendment 152.]

TITLE
154.In page 5, line 8, after “amend” to insert “the Criminal Procedure Act 1967,”.

—An Tánaiste agus Aire Dlí agus Cirt agus Comhionannais.
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