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Amendments

1. In page 4, between lines 2 and 3, to insert the following:

“ ‘multi-metal article’ means an article comprised of 2 separate metals, 
one of which is precious metal or an alloy of precious metal, and the other 
of which is non-precious metal;

‘non-precious metal’ means any metal other than—

(a) gold, silver, palladium or platinum, or

(b) alloys of gold, silver, palladium or platinum;

‘offshore hallmark’ has the meaning assigned to it by section 2(1)(aa);”.

—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.

2. In page 4, to delete line 4.

—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.

3. In page 7, between lines 9 and 10, to insert the following:

“Amendment of Principal Act
9. The Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following sections after section 6A 

(inserted by section 99 of the Act of 2007):

“Multi-metal articles
6B. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the following requirements shall apply to a 

multi-metal article:

(a) both  the  precious  metal,  or  alloy  of  precious  metal,  and  non-
precious metal of the article shall be clearly visible;

(b) the precious metal, or alloy of precious metal, of the article shall be 
marked with an approved hallmark;

(c) the non-precious metal of the article shall be—

(i) clearly  distinguishable  from  the  precious  metal,  or  alloy  of 
precious metal, of the article by its colour,
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(ii) neither coated nor treated to give the appearance of a precious 
metal or alloy of precious metal, and

(iii) marked with the word ‘METAL’.

(2) Paragraphs (a) and (c) of subsection (1) shall not apply to any non-
precious metal of a multi-metal article where that non-precious metal 
performs a mechanical function for which the precious metal, or alloy 
of precious metal,  of  the multi-metal  article is  unsuitable either for 
reasons of strength or durability.

(3) The provisions of this Act, the enactments specified in subsection (2) 
of  section  8,  and  any regulations  made  thereunder,  shall,  with  any 
necessary  modifications,  apply  to  the  precious  metal,  or  alloy  of 
precious  metal,  of  a  multi-metal  article  as  if  that  precious metal  or 
alloy of precious metal were an article of precious metal and, for that 
purpose,  a  reference  to  articles  of  precious  metal  shall  include  a 
reference to the precious metal, or alloy of precious metal, of a multi-
metal article.

Offence relating to supply of multi-metal articles
6C. (1) It shall be an offence for a trader to supply a multi-metal article that 

does not comply with the requirements specified in subsection (1) of 
section 6B.

(2) A person guilty of  an  offence under  this  section shall  be  liable  on 
summary conviction—

(a) in the case of a first offence, to a class B fine or to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both, and

(b) in  the  case  of  any subsequent  offence,  to  a  class  A fine  or  to 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to both.

(3) Sections 78, 80 and 84 of the Act of 2007 shall apply to an offence 
under this section as they apply to an offence under that Act and, for 
that purpose, references in those sections to an offence under that Act 
shall  be  construed  as  including references  to  an offence under  this 
section.

(4) Sections  10(1),  24,  35  and  36  of  the  Competition  and  Consumer 
Protection Act 2014 shall apply for the purposes of this section and 
section  6B,  subject  to  the  modification  that  references  in  those 
sections  to  the relevant  statutory provisions  shall  be construed as  a 
reference to this section and section 6B.

(5) In this section—

‘Act of 2007’ means the Consumer Protection Act 2007;

‘trader’ and ‘supply’ have the same meanings respectively as they have 
in section 2 of the Act of 2007.”.”.
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—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.

4. In page 7, to delete lines 29 to 32 and substitute the following:

“(a) by the substitution, in subsection (1), of “to the Assay Master or an authorised 
assay office” for “to the Assay Master”,”.

—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.

5. In page 9, to delete lines 21 and 22 and substitute the following:

“an article of precious metal where that hallmark, stamp or other mark 
is a forged hallmark and he or she knows or believes such hallmark, 
stamp or other mark to be a forged hallmark.”.

—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.

6. In page 9, to delete lines 24 and 25 and substitute the following:

“that  bears  a  hallmark,  stamp  or  other  mark  where  that  hallmark, 
stamp or  other  mark is  a  forged  hallmark and  he or  she knows or 
believes such hallmark, stamp or other mark to be a forged hallmark.”.

—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.

7. In page 10, between lines 3 and 4, to insert the following:

“Offences by body corporate
13. The Principal Act is amended by the insertion of the following section after section 12A 

(inserted by section 12 of the Hallmarking (Amendment) Act 2018):

“12B.(1) Where an offence under this Act is committed by a body corporate and 
it  is  proved  that  the  offence  was  committed  with  the  consent  or 
connivance, or was attributable to any wilful neglect, of a person who 
was  a  director,  manager,  secretary  or  other  officer  of  the  body 
corporate, or a person purporting to act in that capacity, that person, as 
well as the body corporate, shall be guilty of an offence and may be 
proceeded against and punished as if he or she were guilty of the first-
mentioned offence.

(2) Where the affairs of a body corporate are managed by its members, 
subsection (1) applies in relation to the acts and defaults of a member 
in connection with his or her functions of management as if he or she 
were a director or manager of the body corporate.”.”.

—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.

8. In page 10, line 22, to delete “Jobs” and substitute “Business”.

—An tAire Gnó, Fiontar agus Nuálaíochta.
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